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IR
INTRODUCTION

The human trade in African men, women and children was the
largest enforced migration of peoples in recorded world history.
The trade included the mass trafficking of Africans, across the
Atlantic Ocean to European possessions in the Amernicas and
across the Red Sea and Indian Ocean 1o Arab and Islamic
lands

The European transatiantic trade in Africans, beginning in
the 16th century, transformed, in scale and character, the
forms of slavary that already existed in Africa. Under
Eurcpean inducement or durgss Afncan alites wers 1o
supply white traders and merchants with their human
cargoes

Untold Africans died resisting capture, on the forced marches
to the coast and during incarcaration there. In the transatiantic
slave trade, shipping records indicate that in excess of 12
million African men, women and children weane boardad on
European ships. Between 10% and 20% did not survive the
torments of the sea journey. On the plantations, one In three
did not survive the [irst three years of enstavemenl,

The transatlantic slave rade meat with continual resistance by
the enslaved - against their domination and the assaults and
violations to their persons - in Africa, on the slave ships and
an the plantations. The trade and chatiel slavery in the
Americas was not finally suppressed until the close of the 19th
century. But profound legacies remain - for Africa and for
peoples of the African Diaspora,

2007 marks the bicentenary of a British Act of Parliament which

aimed o end Britain's pre-eminence in the transatlantic slave trade -

it is estimated that maore than 3 milllon Africans were fransported o
slavary in Brtish ships. The exhibition Westminster & the Transatfantic
Slave Trade highlights, at a local level, some of the peopla, places, and
evants associated with the slave irade - and sets them in wider contexis.
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A NATIONAL ENTERPRISE
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In 1562 John Hawkins led tha first known English major transatiantic slaving expadition, seizing
300 enslaved Africans from a Portuguese ship and selling them in the Spanish Caribbean colony
of Hispaniola. But English participation in slaving remained fitful until the conquest, in the mid-
17th century, of islands in the Caribbean and the introduction there of sugar plantations

Under the prerogative of Charles Il, the Company of the Royal Adventurers Trading in Africa was
established in 1663 and given a monopoly to buy and sell African men, women and children for
glave labour in England’s possessions in the Americas. More than half the shareholders of the
Company were peers, members of the royal family, or members of the rayal household at
Westminster. The Company soon collapsed and was re-constituted as the Royal African Company
in 1672, with the Duke of York (the future James Il) as its governor and largest shareholder
Prominent among the Company’s first shareholders were Westminster courtiers and government
ministers.

In 1698, answering complaints thal the Company could not satisfy the demand for forced African
labaur in the English plantations, the trade in African peoples was opened to all English merchants
and traders, on payment of 2 10% levy to the Company. It has bean estimated that the Company
itself delivered between 125,000 and 150,000 Africans into slave labour

The transatlantic slave frade had become a national enterprise. In tha 19th cenry, a major
argument advanced by planters against the abolition of the slavery and in support of their
demands for compensation was thal the slave plantations were national projects, encouraged
and supported by successive monarchs and Acts of Pardiament

“ Whereas all ... the regions, dominions, territories, continents,
coasts and places now or at any time heretofore called or
known by the name or names of Guinny, Binny, Angola or South
Barbary ... and all singular ports, havens, rivers, crecks, islands
and places in the parts of Africa to them or any of them belonging ...
the sole trade and traffic thereof, are the undoubted right of Us,
our heirs and successors and are and have been enjoyed by Us and
our predecessors for many years past [and] is in the right of this
our Crown of England ... the trade of the said regions, countries and
places is of great advantage to our subjects of this Kingdom ”-

From: The Charier of the Rova! Afvican Comparme af Emglamd (Paieni Rells, 24 Coae I pi. aid, 1672
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SUGAR

The trada in African peoples and their enforced Iabour on the plantations brought immense baneafilts
to the British economy - greathy stimulating manufactunng, shipbuilding. the growth of ports, and
banking & insurance. Many individual fortunes were made - none more 0 than in sugar production
in the Weslt Indies.

Following the ‘sugar revolution’ in the Caribbean in the mid 17th century, sugar production was
introduced first to Barbados, then to Jamaica and a number of smaller West Indian islands in
England's possession. By 1683 there were 350 sugar plantations and mills on Barbados. The
Intensification of sugar cultivation in the West Indies greatly increased the demand for enslaved
African labour. A demand further increased by the high mortality rates and the low birth rates
among Africans enslaved on the sugar plantations,

By the beginning of the 18th century, sugar had bacome intagral 1o the British diel - sweetening
baverages, cakes, confectionery and cereals, Until the rise of the abolition movement in the 1780s,
few guestioned the morality of the use of African slave labour to supply British tables with West
Indian sugar.
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English settlers in north American colony of Virginia began lo specialise in
producing tobacco early in the 17th century. Dependent at first on indentured white
labour, by the late 17th century the tobacco plantations in Britain's American
colonies had become reliant on African slave labour, By 1750 145,000 people
were enslaved in the tobaccao fields of the British colonies of Virginia,

Maryland and North Carolina.

By the middle of the 17th century tobacco was consumed on a massive scale in

Britain. Though by the late 1Bth century it had lost its fashionability - being replaced / I“'DBIﬂCkBm'S f?g?t" 1'.'

try =nuff - but it remained a staple pleasure for the common man,

The British fashion for employing Africans as household servants in the late SU]]]{'T.SEIHOHIE lf}' j} STRAH

17th century and the 18th century was mirrored by innkeepers and other tradesmen, O 1‘ ﬂ' v,.
who commaonly intreduced caricatures of Africans into their signboards and trade cards. \,____,_
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6é Any person that has an Indian or Negro Boy to dispose of
reasonably from 12 to 16 years old may hear of a purchaser
by directing a line to R.P. at Forest’s Coffee House, Charing

CI‘DEE ,, Fram: the Daifv Advertiser, 6 Mayv 1757
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To be Sold by Voluntary Public AUCTION,

The ¥1th Day of Oétober, 1770, in the jmﬂmﬂaﬁu—m )
' “houfe, London, R ! t2

HE Lands and Negroes, which

belonged to the deceafed WILLIAM MILNE,
late PLanmer, in St. James's Parith, Jamaica, The
Land is adjoining 1o Hampden Edtate, in the foid Parifh,
and confitls of 45o Acree, or more, of excellent Seil 3
whereof Yo Acres in ‘Plantsin Wilk and Cocoa'’s, 2
Acres in Guinea Grafs, fenced with a Stone Wall ; and
25 Acres in Plantain Wulk, ad Guinea Grafs, divided
into two Paftures. The reit Wood Lind, whereon there
15 2 confidersble Quantity of nfeful and valuable Timber
Likewife a Dwelling and fome other Houfes 3 it was in-
tended, and ig very-fit for a Sugar Work ; being only
about three Miles of fine Road from a Barquedere,

The Negroes are all well feafoned ; the whole Nym-
ber 111, ameonglt whom, fix Carpenters, four Coopers,
and two Mufons; they are confidered as the beft Parcel
.F Slaves of the Numbér in the Parifh.

A [mall Part of the Value will be required to be paid
down at the Sale, and the Remainder of the Price at
three Payments, at the End of one, two, and three Years,
with Intercft at five per Cent. per Annum until paid.

Any Perfon inclining a Purchafe, may fée an Appraile«
ment of the Negroes, with Mr, Price, Salters-hall, Lon-
don ; and may order proper Enquiries in Jamaica, both
agto Land and Negroes.

At the fame Time and Place will be fold 600 Acres
of Wood Land, in St. Ceorge’s Parifh, which belonged
to the faid William Milne. '

— -

Coffee was second in importance only to
sugar in Britain's West Indian plantations.
Grown where optimum conditions for sugar
cultivation did not prevail, as in the high
lands of Jamaica, where it was introduced
in 1721, and in Dominica, where it became
the major crop. By the early C19th there
were over 20,000 Africans enslaved on
coffee plantations in Jamaica alone.

The growth of coffee produced by Africans
enslaved in the Caribbean paralleled the
rise of the coffee house in Britain. By 1740
there were over 500 coffee houses in
London. The houses were meeting places
- where business might be conducted,
newspapers read, notices and advert-
isments displayed, and post collected.

The Jamaica Coffee House, St Michael's
Alley, came into existence between 1674
and 1680. it became a favoured meeting
place for those involved in the slave trade
to Jamaica. A directory of 1798 describes
the house as "frequented by West India
merchants in general; policy and ship-
insurance brokers, owners & commanders
of ships trading to the West Indies &
Leeward Islands and also brokers and
dealers in the produce of those place”

An ur..l'\'.n;_*r.l';'.'m.l.r:.l:.!'Ijl'h'mf Llovd s Evening Posi, 1771,

“ To be sold, a Black Girl, the property of J.B. - eleven years
of age, who is extremely handy, works at her needle tolerably,
and speaks English perfectly well; is of an excellent temper
and willing disposition. Inquire at the Angel Inn, behind

St Clement’s Church in the Strand ”

From: the Public Advertiserr 28 March 1769
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ST ANNE SOHO - ST JOHN’S ANTIGUA

€6 I give and bequeath unto my dear beloved wife, Martha Vincens, £30 a year Antigua
money from the rents of my estate for her life, and after her death this £30 is to be given
to the Poor of the Parish of St Anne’'s Westminster, for ever, being the Place of my Nativity.
I also give to my wife my 2 Negroes named Quashee & Sarah. [ give to my godson Frazier
Thibow, the son of Lewis Thibow of St John's Antigua, shopkeeper, my Negro Boy named
Quamma for ever. I give £20 Antigua Money for the schooling of poor children of St Johns.
I give to William Lenine, the son of John Lenine of this Island, Mariner, £20. I give & my
Mind & Will is that my Negro Woman named Teresa do hold and enjoy her freedom from
the time of my Death for ever. My will is that my Executors do sell & dispose of all the
rest of Negro slaves, and the rest of my real estate in Antigua I give to the poor of St Anne
Westminster for ever 99

In his will of 1730, the Antigua planter N OPRG. e r~
Cornwall Vincens became a benefactor WA _ e , M
of the parish of St Anne Soho. The : -u:l* (1 ﬂ....‘_; ..-.-:"n
holding of plantations in the West 4 BPdg et e 4-.r|.|'..n- il .?ﬂn ! ?
Indies by the Church of England was

commonplace. In the 1780s, on the
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island of Barbados, the foremost ' ,," " :, ”"‘“ﬂ_:?: ;,, “' 717
slave owner was the Rev. John Ay _J*M; Bt i
Braithwaite, an Anglican clergyman: ,,”;" /z oy & :"f,.rn. f.sf:-ur Vo , L

he owned six estates and more than 2o Byl Gnf g s il oy 2D, et
2,000 African slaves. The trade in and f. & ,—,f‘;ﬂ.naf f-r.- lorcrefome o2y ﬂ-'n fom
enslavement of African peoples was | ﬁ.,,?,:{. R g ..’,f ,,,f.,: - ,,;g,,, CIA ar;..- g A
considered to be primarily an ?f
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economic matter, until it came under ,[o- By /,,,,-:j, ;I.ﬁrr_..rr w’.;,r.-.f‘. Lo . "mr 4!"”'.! ﬁa
sustained attack in the later 18th century, f,;. vy Prt o Lo seiuedl d'*?’ Hrariba Cinecn s e . '
when it came to be defended on moral -' L0 {;H’u i"'.-":?nf Py e ohg -4-.- (iterad m"— e NLELD
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I think, from the Scriptural f’m RPRSRERIpSS Qi ff- a}ri f."-’.:rﬁ'i:: “f'
account,.. that the SLAVE-TRADE | s H G .u:"bﬂ 2 b ..f?.r Gty o ;1 fa:-;‘
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FROM: Scriptural Researches on the Licitness F
of the Stave Trade, shewing its Conformitv with =
the principdes of Natwral and Revealed Religion,
defineated in the Sacred Writings of the Word of From: The last will and testament of Mr Cornwall Vincens of the Town of St

God, by the Rev. R. Harris (1788) John s in the island of Antigua fAce A2266]

66 The buying of a slave is taking him as what he is; and the sale
does but signify, that his owner is willing to part with, and
another has a mind to have him. Here then is no violation of
humanity; and the property in such individual is transferable,
like all other property ,, From: The African Trade for Negro Slaves, shewn to be consistent

with principles of Humanity and the Laws of Revealed Religion,
by the Rev. Thomas Thompson ( 1772)
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It is estimated that there were 10,000 - 15,000 African and south Asian people living

in Britain towards the end of the 18th century, with several thousand living in London,
Their presence is documented in parish baptism registers and in poor law and petty
sessions records; they are recorded in contemporary newspapers, journals, and letters;
and they are commonly depicted as part of the social scene in prints and drawings of the
period.

Overwhelmingly, Africans had come to Britain as a consequence of the transatlantic
slave trade. A minority had come as free men and women, but most had come as the
property of returning planters, merchants, sea captains, and naval and army officers.

The commaonest occupation of African people in Westminster in the 18th century was in
domestic service - they served as pages, valets, footmen, coachmen, cooks, and maids,

In the 18th century black household servants became emblems of wealth and status - perhaps
no where more evident that in St James's, Mayfair, Marylebone and other affluent districts

of Westminster. African people were also found working as sailors, soldiers, labourers,

tinkers, musicians, streel vendors, and prize fighters.
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THE AFRICAN PRESENCE IN WESTMINSTER

The life of black people, free and unfree, in Britain in the 18th century was often fraughil
with insult, insecurity and hardship. They might ba ill-treated or exploited by their owners
or employers; be forcibly retumed to slavery in the Americas; and find it difficult to find
employment outside of domastic service or serving on Bnlish ships. Many avenues

of employment were closed - the Lord Mayor of Londan had, in 1731, ordered that no
black person should be bound as an apprentice within the City of London. In spite of
these restnctions, black people do not appear io be disproporionately represented in
parish poor law and pelly session records - until the 1780s. At the end of the War of
American Independence, several thousand black loyalists who had served Britain in the
war were, as they had been promised, given their freedom. Many moved to Canada
and Nova Scolia, but very few received the compensation grants that some had been
promised. Several hundred black loyalists found their way to London. In 1786 a
Comrminee for the Relief of the Black Poor was formed by a group of London merchants
and tradesmen - and relief was doled out at two London public houses: the Yorkshirne
Stingo in Lisson Green, Marylebone and the White Raven in Whitechapel. Many of
thosa in recaipt of relief were induced 1o join and were latar to perish in the disastrous
first Sierra Leone resettlemeant schame
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RESISTANCE & SELF-EMANCIPATION

Whilst few European voices were raised against slavery until the later C18th, the first recorded
organised resistance by the enslaved was within a few years of Africans being transported: in
1521 forty Africans rebelled on an estate belonging to the son of Christopher Columbus. Revolts
and insurrections were 1o be become a constant in the Americas for the next three and a half
centuries The enslaved resisted their domination too by running away from the plantations, by
acts of arson and sabotage, by non-cooperation, and by acts of sall-injury.

Africans living in Britain had been emancipating themselvas from slavery throughout the

ape of the slave trade: by running away from their masters. Often they left servitude on becoming
baptised - following the popular bafief that conversion to Christianity merited amancipation from
slavery. There is evidence that Africans supported and sustained one another in their newly won
liberty, especially in London, where they formed networks of support.

The African presence in Britain was to become an essential condition for the rise and progress of the
movement to abolish the slave trade, and the efforts of many of thair number were central to the
struggle to suppress it. Their presence was a primary reason why the slave trade was o come

1o public prominence and scrutiny - initially through their struggles o retain their iberty in Britain.
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JAMES SOMERSET & GRANVILLE SHARP

Black selfl-emancipation in Britain was given encouragement in 1772

The legal stalus of enslaved Africans wha had be brought to Britain
was uncertain, Whilst slavery had no basis in English law, a legal
pronauncement of 1729 had declared that the law of property
confirmed the chattel status of enslaved Africans who had bean

brought to England.

The abolitionist Granville Sharp had brought a senes of cases

to court in defence of Afncans who were, against their will, 1o be
returned from Britain to slavery in the Americas. While Sharp had
been largely successful, no definite ruling had been given on the
status of the enslaved in England or the legality of their enforced
return fo the Amernicas.

In 1781 James Somerset, the property of one Charles Stewart, had
run away but was shortly thereafter recaptured and was destined to
be forcibly sent to Jamaica. Brought to Sharp's attention, he was
instrumenial in having the case brought bafore Lord Chiet Justice
Mansfield. After months of deliberation, Mansfield ruled that a slave
could not be removed from England against his or her will. The case

recelved greal publicity and the ruling was celebrated by Africans in
London a5 a decisive victory, The ruling was popularly interpreted
as freeing all African slaves in England. it falled to do this and there
were still to be cases of forcible returns to the Americas. However,
befare the prohibition of the British slave trade in 1807, Africans
living in Britain had, in large numbers, freed themselves
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by a legal rufing given at the Court of the King's Bench in Westminster.
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€6 No master was ever allowed here to take a slave by force to be sold abroad because he
deserted from his service, or for any other reason whatever; we cannot say, the cause
set forth by this return is allowed or approved by the laws of this kingdom, and therefore

the man must be discharged 29
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IGNATIUS SANCHO

In the tater 18th century, a number of Africans were, through their work and achlevemeants, 1o gain public prominence
in Britain. Among the first was Ignatius Sancho (¢ 729-1780), Thought to have been bormn aboard a slave ship on
its joumey across the Allantic. He was brought to Britain as an infant and given o serve three spinster
sisters in Greenwich. The sisters wilfully frustrated his attempts to educate himself, but his amiability and
intelligence attracted the patronage of the Montagu family, in whose household, in the Privy Gardens in
Whitehall, he gained employmant. When ill health prompted his retirement from service, Sancho, with the
help of George Brudenell, Duke of Montagu, opened a grocer's shop in nearby Charles Street, Westminster.
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Sancho became a respacted figure in several London lierary, arnistic and musical circles, forming
friendships with, for example, Laurence Steme, David Garrick, Samuel Johnson, and Joseph
Nollekens. A selection of his latters were published posthumously in 1782, '

Whilst Sancho’s life was exceptional, he was nevertheless, as his letters reveal, subject fo many of the
tensions and insecurities commonly experienced by Africans living in Britain during the age of the slave
trade. After his death, his achievements were advanced by slavery abolitionists as a refutation of the racist
views held by many defenders of the slave trade.
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€€ the unchristian and most diabolical
usage of my brother Negroes - the
illegality - the horrid wickedness
of the traffic - the cruel carnage and
depopulations of the human species
would produce remorse in every
enlightened and candid reader ,,
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OTTOBAH CUGOANO

€6 1 was early snatched away from my native country, with
about eighteen or twenty more boys and girls, as we were
pIE.]Fing in a ﬁEld ,’ FROWE: € rgnoanenes § ° Dinnireieis & Sendimemmiy

Ottobah Cugoano (b17577) was bom in what is today Ghana. As a boy, he was kidnapped by
African raiders, sold into slavery, and transported to the West Indies. In 1772 his owner,
Alexander Campbell, brought him to England, where he was baptised as John Stuart in 1773,
at the church of St James, Piccadilly. Later, Cugoano was employed as a servant to the
fashionable society painters Richard and Maria Cosway, in their home at Schomberg House,
Pall Mall.

Cugoano became one of the most prominent of the African activists campaigning in Britain
against the slave trade. In 1787 he published Thoughts and Sentiments on the Evil and Wicked
Traffic of the Slavery and Commerce of the Human Species. The work, possibly written in
collaboration with Equiano, is a powerful and influential polemic against not only the slave
trade and the institution of slavery, but also against contemporary European colonialism.

Cugoano was active in lobbying, lecturing and debating to further the abaolitionist cause and
challenging the arguments of pro-slavery commentators

Schomberg House, Pall Mall, home
of Richard & Maria Cosway, the
emplovers of Ottobal Cugoano.
The Coswayy were portrail painters
to the Conrt and the aristocracy
During the Cosweays "residency, the
house became a fashionable
arisfocratic rendezvous, wihere
concerts and assemblies were held,

Cugoano was later to petition some
of the Cosways ' patrons in promotion
of the abolitionist cawse,

S
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6€ The case of the poor, whatever their hardships may be, in
free countries, is widely different from that of the West-India
slaves, who like animals, are bought and sold, and dealt with
as their capricious owners may think fit, even in torturing and
tearing them to pieces, and wearing them out with hard labour,
hunger and oppression 99 FROM: Cuuoanors Thougins & Senvimenss



OLAUDAH EQUIANO

“I was born, in the year 1745, in a charming fruitful vale, named Essaka”

The writings and political activism of Olaudah Equiano
(c1745-1797) in the 1780s and early 1790s was to make
him the best known and most influential African voice in
the campaign to abolish the slave trade in Britain. His
autobiography, The Interesting Narrative, is generally
considered to be the single most important literary
contribution to the British abolitionist campaign.

In The Interesting Narrative, Equiano includes a first hand
account of the slave trade and slavery - documenting
the extreme violations and cruelties that had been and
continued to be endured by enslaved Africans. The
book, a bestseller, was first published in 1789 and

went through nine editions during Equiano’s lifetime,

Equiano was active in lecturing, lobbying, organising,
and petitioning in furtherance of the abolitionist
cause in Britain. He worked collaboratively with African
and Quaker activists and with Granville Sharp, Thomas
Clarkson and other prominent abolitionists. He was
instrumental in bringing to public attention the Zong
massacre, where 132 Africans had been forcibly
drowned so that shipowners might collect insurance
on a 'lost cargo’. In 1787 he was appointed as
Commissary to the Sierra Leone resettlement project
FROM: the fronispiece 1o The Interesting Narrative - but was dismissed because of his conscientious
of the Life of Olandah Equiano, or Gustavus Vassa, defence of African interests. Equiano was baptised
L DR s L at St Margaret, Westminster, on 9 February 1759. He
1 Mational Portrait Gallery, London : ; : !

lived or worked at various places in Westminster and
he died, in 1797, at his home in Paddington Street,
Marylebone. His place of burial is unknown.

46 The stench of the hold while we were on the coast was so
intolerably loathsome, that it was dangerous to remain there for any
time, and some of us had been permitted to stay on the deck for the
fresh air; but now that the whole ship’s cargo was confined together
it became absolutely pestilential. The closeness of the place and the
heat of the climate, added to the number in the ship, which was so
crowded that each had scarcely room to turn himself, almost suffo-
cated us. This produced copious perspirations, so that the air soon
became unfit for respiration from a variety of loathsome smells, and
brought a sickness among the slaves, of which many died, thus falling
victims to the improvident avarice, as I may call it, of their purchasers.
The wretched situation was again aggravated by the galling of the
chains, now become insupportable; and the filth of the necessary
tubs, into which the children often fell, and were almost suffocated ,,

FROM: The fnferesting Narrative
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SONS OF AFRICA

£ SCHOOL OF ELOQUENCE, PANTON-STRET, HAYMARKET. Adjourned from last evening. TOMORROW Evening will
be debated - “Can the Slave Trade be justified on the principles of Justice, Christianity, Policy or Humanity?"” ... Many
ingenious arguments were adduced in favour of the Slave Trade - many powerful appeals to the feelings were urged
against it - Among the foremost were those of an ingenious African. He contributed much information on the subject

(being the result of his own experience) 9% ion D Mormimg Post, Frhmmen 19 1755

in the 1780s a group of African activists had formed around Equiano and Cugoana.
In some of their letters to the prass they styled themselves 'Sons of Africa’. Among
their number were Bemard Elliol, Daniel Chnstopher, George Robert Mandeville,
George Wallace, Cojoh Ammere (George Williams), James Bailey, James Forster
James Frazer, Broughwar Johgensmel (Jasper Goree), John Adams, John
Christapher, Jorge Dent, Yahne Aslane (Joseph Almaze), Thomas Carlisle, Thomas
Cooper, Thomas Jones, Thomas Oxford, William Greek, and William Stevens.

Little is known about them individually. But there is evidence of some of their
activities: they provided testimonies of their experience of the slave trade and slavery
in the Amearicas, they wera an important channel of information to abolitionists in
Parliament and o members of the Society for Effecting the Abolition of the Slave
Trade, they participated in publlic debates on the morality of the slave trade; they
wrote opan letlers to London and national newspapers.

‘J-! leasl teo appear b have been baplised, and wene presumably bwng contemporaneously, in Mendebons
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¢ AN IMPORTANT APPEAL TO THE PUBLIC.
May 7, 1789 - Coachmakers Hall - “Would
not the abeolition of the Slave Trade be
yielding to the principles of Mistaken
Humanity, and highly injurious to the
Interests of this Country?" .... one
gentleman only opposed the Abolition,
which he did in a Speech of great Fluency
and Strength of Reasoning. He was replied
to by an African (not Gustavus Vassa) who
discovered much strong natural Sense,
and spoke with wonderful Facility ss

FROM: Toer Py ddhvprriver, Mgy 14, I78

¢ A QUESTION of GREAT IMPORTANCE, at THE WESTMINSTER FORUM, SPRING-GARDENS,

ON MONDAY next, will be debated, the following Question, viz “Can any political or commercial advantages justify

a free people in continuing the Slave Trade” A NATIVE OF AFRICA, many years a Slave in the West-Indies, will attend
and communicate to the audience a number of very remarkable circumstances respecting the treatment of the Negroe
Slaves, and particularly of his being forcibly taken from his family and friends, on the coast of Africa, and sold as a
Slave - of the manner in which he was treated while in captivity, and the means by which he obtained his
emancipation; together with several interesting circumstances relative to the conduct of the Slave-holders towards

the African women ..9% From The Morning Past, Febrwary 23, 1758
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PRO SLAVERY VOICES

An intensive defence of the trade in Africans was mouned by the vested inlerasts of planters,
merchanis, manufacturers, tradesmen, shipbuilders, investors, and financiers. There was a
hugely influential body of plantars and their agents within Parliament. In the penod 1780-
1820 about 75 MPs owned, were heir to or had married into plantations in the Caribbean,

Defenders of the trade insisted on 1s importance to the British economy, to the economies of
Britain's West Indian possessions, and the prosperity of its major slave trading ports and
their hinterlands, And if Britain's prime rola in the trade were to be abandoned, a vacuum
would be created, it was said - to be readily filled by Britain's imperial competitors.

The claims of abolitionists that violence and brutality were endamic o the trade and to the
plantations were denied as unirue, exaggeraled, or exisiing only as exceptions, Furthermore,

it was commonly argued, working and living conditions on the plantations were better or at leasl
no warse than those of the [abouring people in Britain. It was said by some that punishmenis
dealt to Africans on the plantations were generally less severe than those that might be meted
oul 1o lransgressors in the British army or navy. |t was frequently said that Africans had

been uplified by their remaoval from a heathen and barbaric Africa.

"Moderate' pro-slavers countenanced reform: mortality rates on the middle passage might
be reducad by a kinder regulation of transportation, but abolition of the slave lrade was
not warranted; the severity of conditions on the plantations might be eased by a mora
humane regime, it was said, but the abolition of slavery was not justified.
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MARYLEBONE PLANTERS
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In the late 18th century and early 18th century a large circle of plant&rﬁ and their
agents were living in Marylebone. They included two with homes in Wimpole Street:
Edward Long and Gilbert Francklyn

Edward Long (1734-1813), who has been described as the ‘father of English racism’,
was among the most extreme of the defenders of the slave trade. Long, whose greal
-grandfather had taken part in the conguest of Jamaica in 1655, owned the Lucky
Valley plantation in Clarendaon, Jamaica. A prominent membsear of the Jamaican
House of Assembly, he managed the plantation between 1757 and 1769, when he
returnad to Brtain, to bacome one of the most active and influential of pro-slavery
publicists. In 1772 Long's tracl Candid Reflections deplored the Mansfield decision,
the very presence of Afncans in Britain - and the threat ("a venomous and dangerous
ulcer’) he considered they posed to English racial purity - a threat expressed by
numarous other contemporary commentators.
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Gilbert Franckhyn, a Jamaica planter and promiment publicist for the West India Planlers and Marchants, A YR DT
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by abolitionists like Thomas Clarkson
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PARLIAMENT & ABOLITION

In 1788 the British Parliament received 102 anti-slave trade petitions
bearing 60,000 signatures, In 1792, 519 petitions were received,
bearing 350,000 signatures. In 1788, a committee of the Privy Council
was appointed to consider the state of the slave trade - and two years
later a House of Commons Select Committee was appointed to
examine the Trade. The parliamentary reports compiled on the slave
trade documented in great detail both the extent of Britain’s involve-
ment and the depravity of the trafficking.

William Wilberforce, the leader of the abolitionist cause in the House
of Commons, unsuccessfully introduced an abolition motion in 1789.
Wilberforce and his allies were unsuccessful in securing the
passage of a bill between 1790 and 1792.

Arguments advanced in Parliament against the slave trade included:
the disastrous effects of the trade on African Society, how the trade
might be replaced by a “fair and honourable” trade with Africa; the
violence and suffering inflicted upon the enslaved during capture &
transportation; the high mortality rates of British seamen employed
in the trade; the severity of life on the plantations, where Africans
were subject to excessive labour, malnutrition, disease, and harsh
discipline. Counter arguments concentrated on the economic

costs of quitting the trade, for British ports, manufactures, planters,
merchants, and financiers: “it would render the City of London one
scene of bankruptcy and ruin”

A motion for the gradual abolition of the slave trade was passed in
1792, but in the following years, with the outbreak of war with
revolutionary France, Parliament refused to countenance further
measures. France abolished slavery in 1794 (later re-established)
and the abolitionist cause became tainted by an imputed association
with radicalism and the unpatriotic, Furthermore, the momentous
insurrection in the French colony of Saint Domingue (later Haiti)
which began in 1792, the Jamaican Maroon war of 1795, and unrest
in the British colonies of Grenada and St Vincent, persuaded many
MPs that abolition might encourage further resistance and bids

for liberty in the West Indies.
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AN ACT TO ABOLISH THE
SLAVE TRADE, 1807

“ ... from and after the First Day of May, One Thousand Eight
Hundred and Seven, the African Slave Trade, and all manner

of dealing and trading in the Purchase, Sale, Barter or Transfer
of Slaves, or of Persons intended to be sold, transferred, used,
or dealt with as Slaves, practised or carried on, in, at, to or from
any Part of the Coast or Countries of Africa, shall be, and the
same 1s hereby utterly abolished, prohibited, and declared to be

unlawful ’ , FROM: An Act to Abolish the Slave Trade, 1807

A eontemporary commemorative medallion, proclaiming
"Slave Trade Abolished by Great Britain 1807 " and
“We are all Brethren ™. Bur a British clandestine trade
continved and chartel slavery remained in the British
Wesr Indies for another three decades

The abolition movement regained momenturmn in 1804 and renewed popular pressures were
exerted upon Parliament. After initial failures, an Act to abolish the British transatlantic slave
trade was finally passed in 1807, receiving its royal assent on 25 March, 1807, after passing
through the House of Commons by 283 to 16 and through the Lords by 100 to 30.

The Act made illegal British participation in the slave trade, but enforcement of the Act was
not vigorous and it was widely flouted. The Royal Navy began patrols on the West African
coast and British captains convicted of involvement in the trade were find £100. Many British
ships circumvented the new law by flying flags of convenience. Slave ships continued to
constructed in British dockyards and the trade continued to be financed and insured through
the City of Landon.

In the years immediately following 1807, further measures were instituted to counter the
ineffectiveness of the Act. But some abolitionists argued that the slave trade would only be
suppressed when the demand for African slave labour ceased - when slavery itself was
abolished.



THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY

After the Act of 1807, resistance against slavery continued in the West Indies, with rebellions in Jamaica in
1815, in Barbados in 1816 (in which one white was killed and over 200 blacks executed), in Guiana in 1823,
again in Jamaica in 1823, in Barbados and Antigua in 1832, and in 1831-32, a momentous rising in Jamaica.

The strength of the risings and the bloody fury with which they were repressed energised the popular
abolitionist movement in Britain and further alienated the West Indian planters and their supporters from
popular sympathy. There came too a political recognition that slavery could be maintained only by costly
military interventions

In 1823 the Society for the Mitigation and Gradual Abolition of Slavery was formed, with an initial aim of
reforming rather than forcing immediate abolition of slavery. In 1824, the Quaker Elizabeth Heyrick published
an influential pamphlet Immediate Not Gradual Abolition criticising the policy adopted by the predominantly
male leadership of the Society. The Society attempted to suppress her views, which were shared by many
women's abolitionist groups (by 1831 there were 73 women's organisations campaigning against slavery).

In 1831 the Agency Anti-Slavery Committee seceded from the Society and, under the leadership of Thomas
Clarkson, demanded an immediate and unconditional end to slavery. In 1833, five thousand petitions,
containing one and a half million signatures, calling for an end to slavery in the British empire, were submitted
to Parliament

JAMAICA.
The Legislative Assembly closed its

WEST INDIES.

Insurrection in Jamaica.—By despat h

from the Governor of Jamnica, intelligence
has been received of a partial insurrection of
the slaves, principally those of St.J
Portland, and Trelawney parishes. rtly
after the 20th of December, the slaves on
several estates refused to go to their work, anil®
large bodies of them met together, and s
fire to many plantation buildings. On f
30th of December martial law was pros
claimed, the several corps of militia wen
called out, and Sir W, Cotton, the com
maoder of the forces, proceeded with 300
or 400 troops of the line to Montego Bey;
accompanied by Commodore Farqubar, ip
liis Majesty's ship Blanche. The arrival ol
Sir Willonghby Cotton seems to have lias
an immediate effect in suppressing the i
surrection.  Two negroes were execulsl
under sentence of a court martial,

The destruction of the half of St Thes
mas’s by fire, took place on the 31st of D&
cember. In that part of the town e:ll-ed_
Garden, about 600 or 700 houses wer
burnt. The loss of property in buildingsy
&e., has been estimated at from two i
three millions of dollars. There was aale
one death by accident. The flames wen
visible at a distance of forty -two miles.

sittings on the 18th of April, with a re-
port of the committee appointed to ins
guire into the causes and consequences
of the late rebellion. The delusien had
spread among the slaves that freedom
was to be theirs at Christmas,  but,”
says the report, * the primary and most
powerful cause arose from an evil ex-
citement, created in the minds of our
slaves generally, by the unceasing and
unconstitutional interference of his Ma-
jesty’s ministérs with our local legisla-
ture, in regard to the passing of laws
for their government ; with the intem-
perate expression of the sentiments of
the present ministers, as well as other
individuals in the Commons House of
Parliament, in Great Britain, on the
subject of slavery ; such discussions,
coupled with the false and wicked re-
ports of the Anti-slavery Society, having
been industriously circulated by the ad
of the press throughout this island, as
well as the British empire.”’

Twa reparts from the Gentleman's Magazine, February & June [832, on the [831-32 vebellion in Jamaica, Known as the Baprist War,
samre 60,000 of the enslaved rose, led by Samuel Sharp, a black Baptist deacon. A dozen whites were killed, two hundred blacks were
killed by local militia and troops; a further 340 blacks were executed after having surrendered. The rising was to speed progress towards
emancipation in the Brivish Caribbean.
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THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY

On 28 August 1833 the Bntish Pardiameant passed an Acf for the Abolition af Savery throughout the British colonies; for prometing the Industry of
manumined Slaves; and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to the Services of sach sfaves, The Act declared that from 1834 all enslaved
peoples in most British controlled territories would be emancipated. However, in the West Indies a system of enforced “apprenticeships” was
introduced for all enslaved people aged over the age of 6 and to last until 1840, before full freedom would be gramted. Compensation to the value
£20,000,000 was allocated for slave owners - a sum amounting 1o hall the annual budget, There were abolitionists in the House of Commons

who opposed boih the compensation to be paid to slave owners and the apprenticeship scheme, with Thomas Foxwell Buxton arguing that the
enslaved were, in effect, being made to pay for thair liberty. The apprenticeships were abolished in 1838, two years sarlier than originally intended,
Full emancipation was then granted but new vagrancy laws were introduced to preserve the plantation system,

In lobbying against abolition and in support of compensation, the West India
Commitiee resolved; * there is a numerous class of persons scattered
throughout Great Britain, consisting of widows, orphans, minors, annuitants and
other claimants under wills and settiements, who have no support for themsalves
and their families, except a charge upoen colonial property on the faith of existing
laws, and who must therefore be reduced to beggary by any ill-advisad ar
pracipitate measure of emancipation ... [emancipation] puts a stop to the
progressive civilization of the negroes in our own colonies, while at the same
time il directly encourages the slave-trade and slavery in foreign countries ...

the proprietors of Negro slaves possess those slaves under the sanction of
British laws which enabled and especially encouraged the people of Great
Britain to convey slaves from Africa, and to sell them to their fellow-subjects

in the colonies, And this meating locking at the righls which have been acquired,
do solemnly protest against any measure which takes away the property of their
fellow-subjects”

o

AMay 10. A meeting of West India
proprietors was held, to consider
propositions  of Government for th
cmancipation of the Negroes. The -
pression of the meeting was, that if the
plan is executed, the Colonies must cease
to be cultivated; that it 1s one of spol
ation of property, and calenlated to make
Foreign Slave Colonies flourish at the
expense of our owi. _
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“ To throw the slave suddenly into freedom would be to destroy all his inclinations to industry; it would
expose him to the temptation of recurring to his primitive habits of savage life, from which he has but
lately reclaimed. Therefore some restriction 1s necessary for a time, both for the masters, and for the good
of the slaves themselves ,’ Echward Stanfey, Secretary of Stare for the Colonses, and the proponent of the 1833 abolition Act,

arguing for the Act s provisions for “appreaticeships ™.
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An anti-stavery movement continued in Britain, after
the ending of chattel slavary in 1838 in the British West
Indies. The movement's energies were directed against
the continued involvement, legal and illegal, of British
individuals and firms in the foreign slave trade and
against those nations, like the USA, Brazil and Spain,
which still engaged in the slave trade or where slavery
still existed

Inspite of Britaln's continued involvements in the slave
trade, the popular patriotic view was that Britain, through
its moral integrity alone, had abolished the slave trade and
provided altruistic leadership lor its international suppression
Largely excluded from these views was a recognition of
othear factors which had contributed to the ending of British
stavery, for example, the chronic instabilities induced by
African resistance in the Wesl Indies, changing British
imperial interests, priorities & security needs, and the
decline in the importance of West Indian sugar in an age in
which Britain championed free trade.



I ]
LEGACIES OF THE SLAVE TRADE

Following the rise to independence of African and Caribbean nations and
thie movement for black civil rights, recent decades have seen a growth In
debates on the enduring effects of the mass enslavement of Afncan peoples.
The debates focus on the lasting benefits for the nations who profited from
slavery, on the trade’s damaging legacias for Africa, and on the effects

and consequences of slavery for people of African descent in the

Americas and throughout the African diaspora

€€ the results of slavery on Caribbean

Some historians argue that the transatlantic slave trade was critical to EDEiEtT’ may be seen ill terms ﬂf race
Brlain's emergence as the first indusinalised nation - in the great "

stimulus it provided to manufacturing, to the growth of the banking and relations, in terms of Black people
financial services, and in the supply of cheaper food and raw materials. tru gg]i are
While this is disputed by other commentators, all agrea that the slave - ng to rethink who thEF ’
trade & the plantations greatly enrichad Brntain and 'was the saurce of to build new identities and to find
many individual fortunes. Scarcely a fown or city in Britain 15 withoul a PlﬂEE for themselves in a wider

some evidence of the profits generated by African slave labour.

African world. Echoes of slavery can

The -..13.51 sn:alg of the trade an-;l it hﬂrll'il"-,"iﬂg violance ware a m1asrrupha be felt in these societies every dﬂ? L,

for African civil societies. The internecine warfare created in Africa by the F

demands for slave labour was 1o dissolve social and cultural life in pans of in the language, the literature, the

the continent. The death or enslavement of untold millions of m"ril:ans_ music. Wherever there is creative

brought about a disastrous fall in population, with a resultant economic 4

retardation. The depredations of the trade were to prevent the development exXpression the presence of ElEI.‘FETjF

of & more socially beneficial economic growth. Il is the view of many emerges S Miirtin in Britein ¥ Stave Trade (1999), nl62
commentators that the disasters visited upon Africans during the age of the e ,, " v 443 e

slave trade, and by the exploitations of the age of European colonialism, can
be directly associated with poverty and economic underdevelopmant in Africa today

The struggles for civil ights and against racial prejudice and discrimination in the
USA the Caribbean, Latin Amernica and Europe have continued to encounter the
racial ideologies and autlooks which were infrinsic to transatiantic slavery and coloniallsm.

The debates about the several legacies of slavery inform current arguments that reparations, 10 thair
many possible forms and dimensions, could be made for the wrongs perpetrated and their continuing effects
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SLAVERY TODAY

Forms of slavery pre-dated the African slave trade and
indeed have been a nom in human societies, until

bonded labour: millions of people are forced by poverty, or are tricked into
taking a small lnan vital for their survival which can lead to a family being
enslaved for generations;

recent centuries. But the transatlantic slave trade in ® forced labour: at least 12.3 million* people throughout the world are forced

African peoples was unique in its scale, its chattel to do work through the threat or use of violence or other punishment;
nature, its racial character, and its importance in the

formation of the contemporary world ® forced marriage: girls and women are married without choice and are forced

into a life of servitude often dominated by violence;

Types of slavery continue to flourish today, albeit illegally. ® worst forms of child labour: an estimated 179 million® children around the

waorld are inwork that is harmiful to their health and welfare;
Anti-Slavery International, founded in 1838, works 1o

eliminate all forms of contemporary slavery. Opposite
is a summary description of slavery today, taken from
the organisation’s Annual Review 2005

® human trafficking: at least 2.4 million® women, children and men are
trafficked throughout the world, taken from one area Lo another and forced
into slavery,

® slavery by descent: people are either born into a slave class or are from a
‘group’ that society views as suited to be used as slave labour.

Join the fight for freedom lb.ﬁg'g;;ry
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tel: D20 7501 8920
email: info@antislavery.org
T | i - web: www antislavery.org

2“0?:“:-# can be part of 8 movement to and slavery today




