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What does this mean?
The act of slavery means taking away an individual’s freedom and his or her human rights. 
It means exploiting people, against their will, taking away their dignity and forcing them to 
work for little or no pay and in bad conditions. A slave might be bound (literally) in chains, or 
a yoke (like cattle). Slaves are made to work beyond reasonable limits to the point of physical 
and mental exhaustion. Being a slave means that you are looked down upon, scorned, 
by others. To enslave someone means that you control them. Essentially slavery is about 
exploiting people for financial gain.  

Here means both in this location – in this case in Stockton and the Tees Valley – and also 
now, at this moment in time. The word is also used to indicate an offer of something to 
somebody and may be used to introduce or draw attention to a topic. In other words, here is 
an exhibition about slavery – come and have a closer look.

slavery (noun) 
bondage · captivity · chains · confinement · custody · detention · duress · enslavement · 
imprisonment · incarceration · internment · obedience · restraint · serfdom · servitude · 
subjugation · thrall · vassalage · yoke

to enslave (verb) 
bind · dominate · enchain · enthral · subjugate · yoke

a slave (noun) 
bondservant · drudge · scullion · serf · servant · skivvy · vassal 

to slave (verb) 
drudge · grind · skivvy · slog · toil · work one’s finger to the bone

here (adverb) 
in this place · at this time · at this point · now Sources: Collins Thesauraus, Microsoft Dictionary, Wikipedia



This year, 2007, is the 200th anniversary of the passing of the Act of Parliament that abolished 
the Slave Trade. The Act ended the capture, transportation and enforced labour of hundreds of 
thousands of African people who worked on cotton, sugar, tea and tobacco plantations in the 
British colonies in America and the Caribbean.  

The slavery here! exhibition tells the story of this area’s connection with the Slave Trade 
both past and present. It is the culmination of a sixth month project by museum and 
archive staff with communities and schoolchildren across the Tees Valley.  

A team of volunteers from the African community in Middlesbrough and 
Stockton has hunted through archives to reveal the forgotten slave trading 
activities that brought sugar to homes in Darlington and Stockton. This trade 
lined the pockets of merchant families living on the Tees. We now know that 
Stockton had its own Sugar House, a refinery, that processed sugar and 
molasses shipped from the Caribbean via London.

slavery here! also recreates the fight of local campaigners Dr Robert 
Jackson and the Pease family in their own words. Jackson rallied support for 
the abolition and the Pease family continued to fight for the cause long after 
slavery had officially ended. Elizabeth Pease fought to boycott sugar and other 
slave-traded goods, while Jackson who had first-hand experience of being a 
doctor in Jamaica, petitioned the House of Commons.  

The second part of the exhibition explores how slavery still exists today, 
here and now, in the Tees Valley. Modern day slavery takes the form of 
exploited workers, human trafficking, the sex trade and the sale of goods 
produced through unfair trade. This story is told through film and sound 
recordings of Tees Valley workers and residents.  

Darlington Quaker Joseph Pease campaigned to abolish slavery.



sugarslave trade slog the workhouse
Stockton Sugar House
Sugar, one of the primary products of the colonial plantations 
in America and the Caribbean, first involved Stockton people in 
the slave trade. Stockton was an important port. We know from 
shipping registers that ships carrying both refined sugar and 
molasses were sailing here from London between 1766 and 1794.

Back then the car park near Thistle Green on the riverside in 
Stockton was the site of a sugar refinery. It was the only sugar 
house between Hull and Newcastle and supplied the whole of the 
North East of England. The refinery was sold after just 10 years on 
26 October 1790, possibly because of pressure by local abolition 
campaigners. (The building may have been purchased by the 
Pease family. Edward Pease junior was in business there between 
1824 and 1836). The sugar house building (pictured here) later 
became a granary and warehouse. It was demolished in 1929.

Imports of molasses to Stockton had stopped by 1793, but 
demand for sugar was still increasing. In 1794 1510 tons of 

sugar (more than 1.5 million bags) passed through 
the port. That’s a lot of sugar lumps! Sugar was 

sold in cone-shaped loaves. People used nippers 
or shears to cut the sugar into smaller pieces. 
Then, as now, sugar was used to sweeten tea 

and coffee. By 1700 (as a direct result of the 
use of slave labour) sugar was cheap enough 

for everyone to afford it. That means that our 
great-great-great-great-great grandparents directly 

supported the slave trade.
Sources: Brewster, John (1829) History of Stockton upon Tees.  
Stockton-on-Tees: Patrick & Shotton, p. 200
Picture Stockton website



toilconfinement restraint

Abolition
Although guilty of supporting slavery through 
investments, coal exports, transporting and 
consuming slave-produced goods, people in 
the Tees Valley turned against slavery.
Dr Robert Jackson, a GP in Stockton was a key 
local figure in the fight to abolish slavery. The 
Pease family in Darlington campaigned long 
after Parliament passed the Abolition of Slavery 
Act in 1807, because slave trading persisted.

Robert Jackson had lived and practised medicine in Jamaica 
between 1774 and 1778. There he witnessed the brutal punishment 
of slaves by both men and women. Slaves were regularly tied up 
and whipped, or put into stocks. Jackson saw a slave whipped to 
death. He also saw a man have his leg cut off as a punishment for 
running away. Jackson reported stories of men being castrated 
and pregnant women being whipped.
In 1792 Jackson recounted his experiences (published by the 
Newcastle Courant) to the House of Commons Committee on 
Slave Trade. He also led a petition supported by 181 inhabitants 
of Stockton. In the same year, the famous freed African slave 
Olaudah Equiano visited Stockton as part of the national 
campaign tour. Some 519 petitions were lodged and the 
House passed a Bill “that the trade carried on by British 
subjects for the purpose of securing slaves from Africa 
ought to be gradually abolished”.  
The Slave Trade could have been abolished then, but the 
House of Lords blocked the Bill. War with France delayed 
the passing of the Act for another 15 years. Abolition did 
not officially come into effect until 1834.

The Anti-Slavery Society Convention, 1840 (includes Thomas Binney (Benny); 
Sir John by Benjamin Robert Haydon © National Portrait Gallery, London



After Abolition
Campaign meetings continued in the Tees Valley 
after the so-called abolition of slavery.

In the 1820s and 1830s, Elizabeth Pease (1803-1866), 
became the leader of the ‘Women’s Abolition of 
Slavery Society in Darlington’.  Despite not having 
the vote, women played an important role in the 
anti-slavery campaign because they controlled 
the purchase of goods such as sugar and clothes.  
In 1838, Elizabeth published an ‘Address to the 
Women of Great Britain’.

Joseph Pease (1799-1872), MP for South Durham 
from 1832-41, used his position to speak out against 
the slave trade. The recently renovated statue of 
Joseph Pease in Darlington shows slaves celebrating 
their freedom.  Both Elizabeth and Joseph appear 
in a painting by artist Benjamin Robert Haydon (on 
display at the National Portrait Gallery in London) 
which records a convention in 1840 of the British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society.

Slavery continued in America until 1863 and during 
that period many towns, including Darlington, 
Hartlepool, the newly built Middlesbrough and 
Stockton promoted Free Labour Associations. The idea 
was similar to the Fair Trade campaign today.



‘Humanity can be divided 
into two: the masters and 
the slaves’
Through a series of interviews, the film tells the 
story of historical and current day slavery. It explores 
what slavery means and how slavery impacts on life 
here today.  It questions why slavery happens and 
what can be done.

The footage has been filmed over the last six 
months. It shows slavery here! project volunteers 
researching archives and sharing their thoughts and 
feelings about slavery. The film features interviews 
with Barnardos, Stop the Traffik and Cleveland Police 
about human trafficking and prostitution in the area.

The film lasts about 10 minutes. An extended 
version of the film is available for loan as part of the 
slavery resource box.

watch here!
watch here!

“Slaves were used 
for petty things like 
tobacco”

“Quilt designs carried 
hidden messages”

“Freedom is 
everyone’s right”



Workshops and teaching 
resources
More than 1000 people in schools and community 
venues across the Tees Valley have participated in 
slavery here! in some 50 workshops and activities.  
These events stimulated debates about slavery in 
the past and in the world today.  

Workshop participants have also enjoyed a taste of 
African culture – crafts, food and music. Newtown 
Community Centre users have designed and stitched 
a commemorative quilt, written and performed a 
play and learned African drumming.  

The slavery here! resource box is available on 
loan from Stockton Museum Service. It contains 
information about and replica objects from the 
so-called ‘triangular trade’ that operated between 
Europe, Africa and the Americas. The items – which 
may be handled – include handcuffs, manacles, 
a yoke, an iron neck ring, a monkey fist, manillas, 
a sugar cone, sugar nippers, cotton burrs, a tea 
brick, tobacco twist and tobacco hank.

“I thought slavery 
didn’t exist any more, 
but it still does today”

“You can be creative 
(music, drama, crafts) 
even when you are 
enslaved”

“Many people 
supported 
slavery”

“Slavery is all
about money”



                Today
Newspaper headlines tell the local story of modern day 
slavery: human trafficking, women (and children) coerced 
into prostitution, sold into forced marriages or even 
abducted.  In the last year there were 19 cases of child 
victims of trafficking reported in the North East. Last year 
two Darlington men were convicted for trafficking Thai 
women to work in a brothel in Darlington. However, police 
have been unable to prevent a sex slave ring operating in the 
town.  Cleveland Police names and shames kerb-crawlers 
in Middlesbrough in a bid to reduce street prostitution, 
while Barnardo’s Teesside-based SECOS project (Sexual 
Expolitation of Children on the Streets) works with young 
women to help them to change their lives.

People-trafficking gangs smuggle thousands of people 
into the UK each year. The victims are promised a better 
life, but many are forced into slave labour. You probably 
remember the case of the Chinese cockle-pickers who died in 
Morecambe Bay in Lancashire or the bodies recovered in the 
back of a lorry at Dover. Traffickers use coercive tactics such 
as deception, fraud, intimidation, isolation, threat and use 
of violence, debt bondage or drugs to control their victims. 
Around the world, as many as 900,000 people are trafficked 
across borders each year.

At least 12 million people are slaves today. This is the largest 
number of people that has ever been in slavery at any point in 
history. A slave may be sold for as little as £20.  

You can help to end slavery by signing up to the 
Anti-Slavery International Fight for Freedom campaign 
to eradicate modern slavery.
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EUROPE’S leaders were hailing a

major EU constitution break-

through today, with a deal to agree

the controversial plan by June.

Last night a June 17 deadline was

set for agreement on the historic

document to show how the EU

operates for the next generation.

The move has put renewed pres-

sure on Prime Minister Tony Blair

who was content to see the issue

slide off the political agenda and

wants certain “red lines” to stand

around powers he wants to keep.

But the terrorist atrocities in

Madrid have galvanised EU lead-

ers into compromise which could

see the constitution agreed before

the European elections in June.

The urgent need to work closely

together to beat the terrorists has

spilled into a fresh determination

to sort out EU problems which

suddenly seem less dramatic.

Progress on the fight against ter-

rorism was also made as a new

counter-terrorism co-ordinator

for Europe was named - just six

days after the idea was heard.

Former Dutch justice minister

Gijs de Vries will move to Brussels

to co-ordinate anti-terrorist efforts

and intelligence-gathering.

The relaunch of the constitution

comes just three months after talks

collapsed at the last summit.

Poland and Spain were blamed

then for holding out for too much

voting power as part of a con-

stitution deal to streamline EU

decision-making.

Irish prime minister Bertie

Ahern, who became EU president

in January for six months, worked

behind the scenes to bring a deal.

The real breakthrough came with

a change of Spanish government

earlier this month. The switch

from centre-right to socialist lead-

ership ended Madrid’s demands

and the Poles then backed down.

But the constitution proposals

pulling together and simplifying

EU treaties have raised Euroscep-

tics’ fears the UK will be steam-

rollered into a federal Europe.

Before the summit ends this af-

ternoon, leaders may also push the

target of making Europe the most

dynamic economy in the world.

MAXINE Carr, the ex-fiancee of

Soham murderer Ian Huntley, ar-

rived at court today to answer

allegations of benefit fraud and

lying about her qualifications in

job applications.

Carr, who is serving a three-year

jail sentence for conspiring with

Huntley to pervert the course of

justice, arrived in a prison van at

Peterborough Magistrates’ Court

in a high security police operation.

Dozens of police officers patrolled

outside the building and a heli-

copter hovered overhead.

Carr, 27, has been charged with

seven allegations of deception and

five of attempted deception.

The charges relate to claims for

housing benefit, income support

and jobseeker’s allowance and ap-

plications for various jobs.

Carr, from Grimsby, Lincs,

worked as a classroom assistant at

St Andrew’s Primary School, So-

ham, Cambs. Huntley, former

caretaker at Soham Village College,

was jailed for life at the Old Bailey

in December after he was found

guilty of murdering ten-year-olds

Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman.

Carr was jailed for three years at

the same trial but was cleared of

two charges of assisting an of-

f e n d e r.

NEW doubts about the accuracy of

medical evidence said to point to

so-called shaken baby syndrome

were highlighted today.

Many parents have found them-

selves accused of abuse on the

basis of bleeding and injury found

to the child’s eyes, which many

experts believed showed that they

have been violently shaken.

But a new study, published in the

British Medical Journal, said links

between this kind of eye injury and

shaken baby syndrome was ‘‘not

supported by objective scientific

evidence” after the Regina Medical

Centre’s research in Hastings, USA

reviewed all published literature

on the subject and concluded:

‘‘Until good evidence is available,

we urge caution in interpreting eye

findings out of context.’’
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Nine killed

in quake
RESCUERS and villagers sifting

through earthquake rubble have

recovered nine dead in the

eastern Turkey earthquake.

The quake in the province of

Erzurum last night destroyed

several mud brick homes in at

least three villages. Seven of the

dead were children. At least 20

people were injured.

The quake with a magnitude of

5.1, was centred in the town of

Cat, 540 miles east of Ankara, the

capital.

Carey under fire

MUSLIMS in Britain attacked a

former Archbishop of Canterbury

today, accusing him of ‘‘recycling’’

religious prejudice after he

criticised Islamic culture. Lord

Carey accused Islamic societies of

being authoritarian and

committed to power and privilege

- often led by people who rose to

power ‘‘at the point of a gun’’,

during a lecture in Rome.

M-way jam
HUGE rush-hour jams built up on

the busiest section of Britain’s

longest motorway today after a

fatal accident. The incident

caused the M1 to be closed

southbound at Junction 4 on the

Hertfordshire-London border. The

accident happened at around

5.50am on a sliproad off Junction

3 of the M1 when a van collided

with the back of a lorry. A

passenger in the van was killed.

Olympic fears
ANTI-TERROR chiefs fear al Qaida

and other groups may be plotting

attacks on the summer Olympics

or on foreign athletes planning to

train in Balkan countries

bordering Greece. The nations

involved were working closely

with intelligence agencies around

the world to minimise the threat

that terrorists might try to carry

out strikes during the Games in

Athens from August 13-29.

■ The majority of people believe

it likely that Britain will be the

target of a major terrorist attack,

according to an opinion poll. A

YouGov poll for the Daily

Telegraph found that 95pc

thought it was fairly likely, very

likely or almost certain that there

would be an attack in the UK over

the next two or three years.

Al Qaida tape
A TAPE supposedly recorded by

Ayman al-Zawahri, al Qaida’s

number two, called Pakistan’s

President Pervez Musharraf a

“traitor” and urged people to

overthrow his government.

The pan-Arab satellite channel

Al-Jazeera broadcast a

seven-minute excerpt from a tape

it received yesterday.

Strike threat
HUNDREDS of health and safety

inspectors are to stage a one-day

strike over pay following the

collapse of peace talks, it was

announced today. Inspectors,

scientists and admin staff at the

Health and Safety Executive will

walk out for 24 hours next

Mo n d a y.

Cyprus talks
NEGOTIATORS racing against

time to find a deal to reunite

Cyprus are resuming talks tonight,

with less than a week to solve the

30-year standoff. The foreign

ministers of Greece and Turkey,

along with the prime minister and

foreign minister of the Greek

Cypriot government, had taken a

break to attend the European

Union summit in Brussels.

Minefield killings

EIGHT Russian servicemen were

killed in Chechnya when an

officer drove a heavy truck out of

a base without permission

straight into a minefield late last

night at a Russian military base.

The officer, who was alone in the

truck, and seven servicemen, who

guarded the base and attempted

to stop him, died in the blast, .

Rescued British

potholers face

visa law probe ON DRY

GROUND: The

rescued

British
potholers take

a break after

being
rescued. The

five military

personnel and

their civilian

guide had

been stuck in

the caves

since last

Wednesday

THE British potholers rescued

from a waterlogged cavern

after being trapped for more

than a week were plunged

into more deep water today,

this time with the Mexican

author ities.

Two British divers, assisted

by several Mexican

underwater specialists, had

helped the six men swim with

scuba equipment to the

surface of the massive cave

complex at Cuetzalan during

a six-hour operation.

However, shortly afterwards,

Mexican authorities

announced the entire

13-strong team, which

included servicemen, would

be detained and quizzed

about possible breaches in

visa laws.

Mexico’s assistant interior

secretary Armando Salinas

said today the explorers

would be transported to a

military hospital in the

nearby city of Puebla before

agents from the National

Immigration Institute

escorted the team to a

migration detention centre in

the Mexican capital where

they would be questioned and

held pending a full

i n ve s t i g a t i o n .

Mr Salinas refused to say

what punishment the Britons

could face, but said under the

migration law they could be

expelled or jailed if they had

broken visa laws.

Earlier this week, a

diplomatic row erupted as the

Mexican government

expressed concern about why

the men were there in the first

place, on tourist visas and

without any permits.

But Vijay Rangarajan, the

acting British Ambassador to

Mexico, dismissed concerns

that the cavers were doing

anything other than exploring

as ‘‘pure fantasy’’.

Jonathan Sims, one of the

rescued cavers, insisted the

team was never in any danger.

He said they would have

preferred to just wait

underground for the water to

run off so that they could

walk out without assistance.

US digs
in over
Hamas
outcry
THE United States has scuppered a

United Nations Security Council res-

olution condemning Israel’s assassin-

ation of Hamas leader Ahmed Yassin,

calling the measure ‘‘one-sided’’ and

saying it ignored the group’s bloody

record of terrorism.

Critics said last night’s veto con-

doned Israel’s policy of assassinating

militant leaders.

The US had demanded that the res-

olution on Yassin’s killing include a

mention of attacks by Hamas and

other militant groups. Algeria, the res-

olution’s sponsor, had resisted identi-

fying the groups by name or citing

specific attacks.

‘‘This security council does nothing

to contribute to a peaceful settlement

when it condemns one party’s actions

and turns a blind eye to everything

else occurring in the region,’’ US Am-

bassador John Negroponte said before

the vote.

Eleven countries voted in favour,

three, including Britain, abstained

and one - the United States - voted

against the resolution.

Yassin, the spiritual leader of Hamas,

was killed in a missile strike on

Monday in the Gaza Strip. He is the

highest-ranking militant to die in a

series of Israeli assassinations.

Hamas has claimed responsibility

for dozens of bombings and shootings

of Israelis during three-and-a-half

years of violence.

■ ISRAELI soldiers killed two armed

Palestinians dressed in diving gear,

who attempted to infiltrate a Gaza

Strip settlement from the coast in the

latest in a series of failed attempts to

avenge Israel’s assassination of the

Hamas spiritual leader.

MORE than 40 people were in cus-

tody today following one of the UK’s

biggest investigations into the em-

ployment of illegal immigrants by

g a n g m a s t e r s.

In a series of co-ordinated dawn raids in

Norfolk, Cambridgeshire, Aberdeen, Essex

and London, 43 people were arrested.

Police said eight of those were suspected

of being involved in the organisation of an

illegal employment racket and the remain-

ing 35 were thought to be labourers.

Most of those taken into custody, yes-

terday, are believed to be eastern Europe

and working in fish processing plants in

Scotland. Police said one man was a Ukrain-

ian in his 40s who lived in King’s Lynn,

Norfolk, and was suspected of being one of

the counrty’s most notorious gangmasters.

A senior detective said the police op-

eration was part of an attempt to crack

down on a ‘‘21st century slave trade’’.

In an operation led by Norfolk police,

officers from Norfolk, Aberdeen, Cam-

bridgeshire, Essex, London and the Im-

migration Service raided homes or executed

warrants to arrest and gather evidence.

Police said they had seized a ‘‘substantial

amount of money’’ - thought to be more

than £20,000 - from one address and found

two illegal firearms.

Detective Inspector Paul Cunningham,

who led the operation, said 40 people were

arrested in Aberdeen, two in King’s Lynn

and one - an Englishman - in Ely, Cambs.

A number were arrested on suspicion of

facilitating the entry of illegal immigrants

into the UK and of laundering the proceeds

of crime. Others had been arrested under

the terms of the Immigration Act.

‘‘The operation required a lot of planning

and co-ordination and it has gone well. Our

aim was to stop immigrants, some legal,

some illegal, from being abused,’’ said Det

Insp Cunningham.

‘‘These people are modern-day slaves,

working 15 hour days, living in over-

crowded, unsuitable conditions and paid a

pittance for their trouble, whilst gangmas-

ters live in luxury and launder the profits.’’

He added: ‘‘Gangmasters working illegally

cause real misery for vulnerable people,

who live in over-crowded conditions. This is

the 21st century slave trade.’’

Police believe that the Ukrainian man

arrested in King’s Lynn is a father of two

young children who came to England as an

asylum seeker about four years ago.

The eight-month investigation,

code-named Operation Absent, has been

part-funded by the Home Office to combat

the influx of illegal immigrants.

Detectives suspect workers were provided

with false documentation for which they

paid large sums of money and that com-

panies are paying for labourers which they

believe to be within the UK lawfully.

They suspect those running the operation

are taking a cut of the workers’ pay and

deducting unreasonable sums for rent.

The swoop comes seven weeks after 20

Chinese workers died in Morecambe Bay.

Slave trade swoop
Gangmasters

raids: 43 held

Carr on
fraud
charges

Storm over drug

scheme failures

Bush the joker

Fresh plea in

hunt for teen
MURDER hunt detectives were making a fresh

appeal today for the public’s help to solve the

disappearance of a teenage girl.

Police are still searching for the body of

Charlotte Pinkney, 17,

pictured, who vanished

in the early hours after a

party four weeks ago

today. Devon and Corn-

wall Police were due to

make the appeal at a

news conference in Il-

fracombe, north Devon.

Charlotte was reported

missing on March 4 hav-

ing been dropped off by

car at 4am on February

28 after the party in Il-

fracombe. Concerns were raised when she

failed to make contact with her parents on her

17th birthday, March 6. Police launched a

murder hunt six days later when her handbag

was found near Ilfracombe.

THE Government defended its pion-

eering drug treatment orders today

despite new figures which revealed the

majority of offenders in the scheme

were reconvicted within two years.

Experts called for a greater focus on

achieving better results in the Drug

Testing and Treatment Orders (DTTOs)

while admitting the measures could be

successful.

But political opponents went further

by suggesting that the Government had

to go ‘‘back to the drawing board’’ over

its anti-drugs strategy.

Eight out of ten offenders handed one

of the orders by the courts are re-

convicted within two years, spending

watchdogs said.

A National Audit Office (NAO) report

on the orders found only 28pc of the

punishments terminated last year were

completed in full by the offender.

Sir John Bourn, head of the NAO, said:

‘‘The order can help some offenders

turn their lives around and reduce their

use of drugs. However, the high

drop-out rate and evidence from pilots

of the order of a high rate of re-

conviction need to be addressed.’’

Shadow home secretary David Davis

said: ‘‘Labour’s flagship policy on drugs

has fallen far short of their bold claims.

With such high drop-out rates and

massive levels of reoffending, it’s time

to go back to the drawing board.”

But Home Office minister Paul Gog-

gins said: ‘‘We intend to reduce the

numbers of people in treatment who

fall through the gaps.’’

The report comes a day after the

publication of a separate report by HM

Inspector of Probation, Professor Rod

Morgan, into the handling of an addict

who killed a police officer after being

released on licence. That inquiry re-

vealed mistakes by probation officers.
PRESIDENT Bush has come under fire

from election challenger John Kerry

for joking about the fruitless search

for Iraq’s alleged weapons of mass

destr uction.

At a dinner for journalists, Mr Bush

gave a slide show, poking fun at him-

self and members of his adminis-

tration. One photograph pictured him

leaning over to look under a piece of

furniture in the Oval Office.

Kerry said the president had shown a

“stunningly cavalier” attitude.

Baby death

questions

HOLLYWOOD star Tom Cruise and girl-

friend Penelope Cruz have ended their

three-year relationship.

The couple “broke up at the end of

January and it’s amicable”, said Lee

Anne DeVette, Cruise’s sister and pub-

licist.
Cruise, 41, and Cruz, 29, met on the

set of the 2001 film Vanilla Sky.

MEL Gibson’s controversial film The

Passion of the Christ was opening

across Britain today.

The epic, about the last 12 hours of

Christ’s life, has topped the United

States box office chart for three weeks.

■ A TEXAS man who had got away with

murder confessed to police after seeing

the film. Dan Leach, 21, admitted killing

Ashley Wilson, 19, said Detective Mike

Kubricht. A coroner had ruled that her

death by hanging had been suicide.

ANNE Robinson, as The Weakest Link’s

Queen of Mean would say, used to have

more lines than the London Under-

ground. But the 59-year-old has now

stunned TV viewers with a surprisingly

younger wrinkle-free look. Despite ru-

mours of plastic surgery, she insisted

yesterday that her new look was down to

a new make-up artist.

FORMER Tory MP Neil Hamilton and

his wife Christine were opening the

world’s largest erotic festival today.

Erotica 2004, featuring more than

100 stalls, will be held at the G-Mex

Centre in Manchester until Sunday.

AUF Wiedersehen Pet star Jimmy Nail

today won £30,000 High Court libel dam-

ages over allegations about his sexual

behaviour, greed and prima donna tend-

encies. The 50-year-old actor brought

libel proceedings over a May 2002 article

in the News of the World, and a 1998

biography of him by Geraint Jones.

NEW LOOK:

Anne
Robinson,

then, left, and

now, above
SPLIT: Cruise and Cruz

Cruise and Cruz

announce splitFive more

held over

bombings
SPANISH police have arrested five

more suspects for questioning over

the Madrid train bombings, bring-

ing to 18 the number detained.

Three of the suspects had lived in

Germany and were ‘‘directly in-

volved’’ in planning the Madrid

bombings, German television said.

That could not be confirmed by

Spanish authorities.

The al Qaida terrorist network and

an alleged Morocco-based cell be-

lieved to have links to al Qaida have

been the focus of suspicion in

Spain’s worst terrorist attack, which

killed 190 people and injured more

than 1,800.

Two suspects were arrested yes-

terday in the Madrid area, Spanish

court officials said. Three others,

identified as Moroccans, were ar-

rested on Wednesday.
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INBRIEF
Stars’ backingfor heart cashTAKE heart ... a dinner at Riverside

Stadium with guests including

former Boro stars Curtis Fleming

and Alan Peacock and organised by

Middlesbrough solicitors
Thompsons in December, raised

£7,000 to help fight heart disease in

young people.Come for coffeeA COFFEE morning in aid of the

Leprosy Mission will be held at

East Cleveland Baptist Church,

Park Avenue, Redcar, from 10am to

noon on Saturday, February 3.
Bridge resultsWHINNEY Banks Bridge Club

results for Wednesday, January 24:

winners north/south Bev Church

and Ken Ward 58.05%, east/west

Thelma Fuller and Ken Phillips

58.52%

Festive fundsTHE Rotary Club of Redcar raised

£630 with tombolas and £1,050

with coffee events during the

Christmas period.

I’m a fighter. I’llfight this for mychildren andgrandchildren...
By MICHELLE RUANEA DETERMINED mum

fighting cancer for a second
time has inspired her son to
raise funds for research.

Yvonne Watson, 57, of South

Bank, had a mastectomy after

being diagnosed with breast cancer

four years ago.The mum-of-five thought she had

beaten the disease, but last year

she was devastated to discover it

had returned.Cancer was found in her other

breast, but then when she had a

scan - the day before she was due

to have a second mastectomy - she

was told the cancer had also
spread to her liver.But Yvonne, whose husband

Graham died 11 years ago from

throat cancer aged 42, is ever

defiant.She said: “I’m a fighter. I will fight

this for my children and
g ra n d c h i l d re n .”She recently completed a course

of chemotherapy and goes to

hospital every three weeks for

further treatment.Her proud son Kevin has been

inspired to organise an event in aid

of cancer research. Kevin, 23, will

have his legs waxed at the charity

night to boost the fundraising. He’s

also taken part in a sponsored dip

at Redcar.Yvonne, who is also mum to

Robert, 24, Jon-Paul, 27, Helen, 33,

and Stuart, 34, said: “I’ve been told

that I could have two years to live,

but I’ll still be here. I’m
deter mined.

“They’ve said to me that the

cancer can’t be cured, but they can

try to control it,” added the
grandmother of 10.Kevin said: “I can’t believe there

is nothing I can do to help her. But

by raising money for research into

the disease it could benefit people

in the same situation as my mother

and maybe give extra hope for

other families in the future.”
He hopes that, with funds already

raised, the charity night will bring

a £2,000 boost for Cancer Research

UK.
■ The charity night is this

Saturday at St Peter’s Social Club,

South Bank. Anyone with
donations of prizes which can be

auctioned or raffled on the night

should contact 0770 8301 9166.

VOW TOHELP
OTHERS:CancerbattlerYvonneWatsonand sonKevin,who is

holding acharitynight toraise
funds forCancerResearchUK

Picture by DAVE CHARNLEY

Horror of trafficking victims

HORRIFIC stories about the

victims of people trafficking

will feature in a hard-hitting

campaign on Teesside.
It is hoped hundreds will

attend a meeting of the Stop

the Traffik group tonight to

help raise awareness of the

plight of those caught up in

the global crime.Although not classed as a

major problem in the

North-east, people traffick-

ing is feared to be growing

ever closer.Cleveland Police recently

launched a sweep of lorries

and wagons as part of a

crackdown and in the past

illegal immigrants have been

found working as prostitutes

in brothels at Linthorpe and

Da rl i n g t o n .The meeting at the Oak-

wood Centre, Eaglescliffe, is

part of a national tour by the

Stop the Traffik group, which

lobbies governments for

stricter laws and stronger

policies to protect victims.
It will include readings of

some of the harrowing ac-

counts of women and chil-

dren from around the world

who have been sold into the

sex trade or slave labour.
Event organiser Lynda

Dunkley said: “While 2007 is

the year in which we com-

memorate and celebrate the
anniversary of the end of the

Transatlantic slave trade, we
want to draw attention to the

challenges we face at present
in the ongoing travesties

such as human trafficking.”
■ The meeting will be held at

the Oakwood Centre, Cleasby
Way, Eaglescliffe, at 7.30pm

tonight. Tickets are £5 and
available on 01642 781919.

Book until midnight 01.02.07. Subject to availabilty, terms & conditions. 
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A PENSIONER is recovering

after being attacked during

a bus trip to care for his ill

granddaughter in Germany.

Belgian police say 73-year-

old John Bell is lucky to be

alive after suffering head in-

juries in the assault in Brus-

sels.
Mr Bell, from Gilling West,

near Richmond, North York-

shire, set off by coach on

Sunday to visit Kaylee Mor-

ris at Osnabruck Army base.

Mrs Morris is due to have

an operation and her hus-

band is serving in Iraq.

An error by the Eurolines

booking agent at Darlington

tourist information centre

meant that instead of going

direct, Mr Bell was dropped

off in Brussels at 10.45pm. 

The connecting bus was

not due until 6am on Monday

and the bus station was shut.

Shortly after being

dropped off, Mr  Bell was at-

tacked by two men, who

robbed him and tried to drag

him into a subway. Mr Bell

needed 13 stitches to a head

wound, scans, X-rays and

treatment for bruising.

The thieves stole £900 in

Euros, his medication, pass-

port and travel documents.

Mr Bell’s daughter,

Sharyne Cross, and her hus-

band, John, from Brompton-

on-Swale, near Catterick

Garrison, are furious he was

sold the wrong ticket.
They are also angry that

they were told the Eurolines

insurance policy would not

cover Mr Bell’s repatriation

because medical staff

deemed him fit to continue

his journey.

The company has rejected

claims that the insurance

company refused to help,

saying the firm offered to fly

Mr Bell home.Mrs Cross, 45, said: “The

Belgian police said he would

have been murdered, but

two taxi drivers intervened.

“I think it’s disgraceful

what has happened. He was

battered, bruised and he 

didn’t know where he was.”

Mr Bell was taken from

hospital to his granddaugh-

ter’s house on Monday night,

in a car sent by the Army. 

Eurolines has promised to

fly Mrs Cross to Amsterdam

to collect her father.
A spokesman for the com-

pany apologised for the mix-

up, saying: “Eurolines is

very sorry to hear about Mr

Bell’s assault in Brussels

and understands the anxiety

he and his family have felt as

a result.”He said the company

would discuss issues raised

by Mr Bell’s experience with

the ticket agent and the in-

surance company.
Darlington tourist infor-

mation centre declined to

comment.

POLICE insisted last night they are

powerless to act against a bizarre sex

slavery sect operating in the North-

East.
An investigation by The Northern

Echo has uncovered evidence that

more than 350 people in the region

may be engaged in consensual slav-

ery rituals based on a series of sci-

ence fiction novels dating from the

1960s.
But last night, police said they had

discontinued their investigation de-

spite uncovering a house in Darling-

ton that belongs to a member of the

Kaotians sect.The Northern Echo understands

officers raided the property in

Forster Street last month after re-

ceiving a call from the US, saying a

Canadian woman was trapped.

Police helped the woman return

home but discontinued their inquiry,

saying there had been no criminal

activity because all the sect’s mem-

bers were consenting adults. 

However, The Northern Echo can

reveal that Durham Constabulary

has also been contacted by a father

concerned about his 18-year-old son,

who has joined the group.

But the force says no crime has

been committed because the youth

is staying at the house – where he is

training to be master to his own sex

slaves – of his own free will.

The Kaotians are a splinter group

of the Goreans and there are be-

lieved to be as many as 25,000 mem-

bers in the UK.Both groups base their beliefs on

a series of science fiction novels

written by US professor John Nor-

man and first published in the 1960s.

The novels describe a society

called the land of Gor, which is di-

vided into castes and where women

are kept as slaves.
Although many Goreans and Kao-

tians live out their fantasies in Inter-

net chatrooms, others have brought

the beliefs into the real world.

In Darlington, 31-year-old Lee

Thompson describes himself as a

master who trains slaves.

He admits to keeping women as

“slaves”, but says they all come to

him voluntarily and are free to leave

whenever they want.
Anyone enrolling as a slave must

work for their masters, cooking and

cleaning. There is also an element of

sexual domination. 

The girls wear leather straps,

chains and leashes. Mr Thompson

said he had been banned from his

favourite butcher’s for leading a girl

to the shop on a leash.
Last night, he said: “I have been

called sick, but I don’t think what I

do is bad, I don’t hurt anyone or

cause any damage. I’m a very spiri-

tual person, I think if you do good,

you get good.“There’s no reason for people to be

afraid of me. I’d die before I see any-

one get hurt.“Lots of girls want to come and try

and find out about it. They think it’s

exciting, but it’s hard work for every-

one. Girls leave when they’ve had

enough.”Police said they were alerted last

month after they were contacted by

a Texan friend of the Canadian

woman. The 29-year-old had e-

mailed her friend to say she wanted

to leave the house but was unable to.

She had burnt her passport and was

unable to fly home.
A spokesman for Durham Police

said: “Police attended this property

after a call from a concerned mem-

ber of the public. An investigation by

our officers did not disclose any

criminal offences.”
Mr Thompson lives with 18-year-

old Zachary Nicodemous, who joined

him after quitting his job and leav-

ing his family in Essex.

A friend of Mr Nicodemous’s fam-

ily said: “He was just a normal

teenager who kept himself to him-

self. He had a good job and a place-

ment with a computer company, and

was doing very well.
“He had really good prospects

until this happened. He’s been ma-

nipulated with all this deviance

going on. It sounds funny until you

realise it’s a son that’s been lost.”

But when The Northern Echo

spoke to Mr Nicodemous, he insisted

he was at the house voluntarily and

was extremely happy.
He said: “All my life I have had a

feeling that there was something

missing. Then I met him (Mr Thomp-

son) on the Internet and he told me

about the Kaotians. It’s the thing I’ve

been looking for,” he said.

Last night, people living nearby

were shocked to learn about the ex-

istence of the Kaotian group.

One neighbour said: “This is a

Christian country and you don’t re-

ally need that sort of thing here.

This country’s going down the pan.”

A shopkeeper added: “I saw them

in the town centre with the man

leading her by the chain, I couldn’t

believe it.”

Tees ValleyEdition

Cluff

The last word
A PIANO has been found near

the summit of Britain’s highest

mountain. Volunteers
discovered the instrument on

Ben Nevis while they were

clearing stones and litter. An

appeal has been launched to

find out how and why the

piano came to be on the

4,418ft peak.
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Jobs hopeA NEW seed-crushing

plant will create 45 jobs

and secure hundreds
more on Teesside. The

£47m factory, the first of

its kind in the region, will

crush 500,000 tonnes of

rape seed a year for the

biodiesel industry, and

could include supplying a

biodiesel plant at Seal

Sands, near Billingham.

Construction is expected

to start later this year.

British beefback on menuBRITISH beef was back on

the menu in France last

night – at the European

Parliament in Strasbourg.

MEPs marked the end of the

decade-long ban on beef

exports by taking over one of

the Parliament’s restaurants

and offering prime steak

from across the channel. In

the past, British MEPs have

“smuggled” British beef into

the building as a protest

during the ban.GLIDER CRASH: A pilot had

a lucky escape yesterday

after his glider hit power

lines, overturned in the air

and crashed into a field in

Fife. A Scottish Ambulance

spokesman said the man,

who has not been named,

suffered a back injury and a

slight head injury in the

crash.

INQUIRY CALL: A charity is

calling for a national inquiry

into the impact that parents’

alcoholism has on their

children. Turning Point is

launching a campaign today

to lift the lid on a nationwide

problem it says is destroying

lives but remains “hidden

and ignored”.� Investment blow – Page 7

FILM PLANS: Hollywood is

planning to make a film

about the 2004 Beslan school

massacre, in which 331

people, including 186
children, died. Universal

Pictures and Imagine

Entertainment have bought

the film rights to The School,

an article about the siege in

southern Russia.NEW MEMBERS: The Prince

of Wales and the Duchess of

Cornwall have joined the

Reform Club, one of the

most exclusive private

gentlemen’s clubs. A
Clarence House spokesman

said: “They were kindly

asked to be honorary
members and accepted.”

TRIBUTE DINNER: More

than 300 Conservative peers

and MPs – past and present –

paid tribute to Baroness

Thatcher at a private dinner

at the Four Seasons Hotel, in

London, last night.
CODE CHANGE: Motorists

may be advised to carry

fluorescent clothing in cars

in cases of breakdowns or

accidents as part of changes

being considered to the

Highway Code. 
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Eight-year-old
knocked down

by stolen carAN eight-year-old boy who was hit by a stolen car

as he played with friends was in hospital last

night after suffering severe head injuries.

The boy is seriously ill but stable in The James

Cook University Hospital, Middlesbrough, after

he was hit by a Rover Metro on a cycle path in

Riverside Park, in the town’s Newport area, at

8pm on Tuesday.
Officers leading the investigation said the boy’s

family had been devastated by the accident and

are at his side.Detective Sergeant Keith Dee said: “The lad is

very poorly, he is seriously injured. The consul-

tant who is looking after him said he has a se-

vere brain swell.
“As a result of the injury, he will sedated and

ventilated for several days before the doctors will

have any idea how severe the injury is.”

By GRAEME HETHERINGTON

The sex slaves
of Darlington

Leader: LeeThompson, who
is a member of

the Kaotian sect,
based on science

fiction novelsfrom the Sixties

Accidentscene: Thecycle pathwhere theeight-year-old wasinjured

The car, which had been stolen in Middles-

brough town centre earlier in the day, was seen

being driven erratically on rough ground and on

paths around the industrial estate.

A group of youngsters watched the vehicle

being driven around the waste land, before the

driver lost control and the car careered across the

grass and hit the child.

Many of the people fled the scene when the

eight-year-old was hit, but others remained to call

the emergency services and comfort the boy.

Det Sgt Dee said: “He was hit by the side of the

car and you can actually see the indentation on

the passenger door of the Rover Metro. There

were approximately 20 youths in the area at the

time watching the car driving around.

“It was being driven along the cycle path at

speed before hitting the grass and drifting side-

ways out of control. The boy was knocked un-

conscious almost immediately.”

Detectives are investigating whether the peo-

ple in the car at the time of the accident were the

same people responsible for its theft.

Det Sgt Dee added: “We would be interested in

speaking to anyone who was at the scene of the

accident who hasn’t already come forward or

been interviewed by officers.”

A 15-year-old boy was arrested on Tuesday and

remains in police custody. He is helping with

their inquiries. Yesterday afternoon, a 14-year-

old boy was arrested and remains in police cus-

tody.

Pensioner attacked during

seven-hour wait for coach

EXCLUSIVE by DAVID ROBERTS 

and OLIVIA RICHWALD

Attacked inBrussels:Right, victimJohn Bell.Left, MrBell’sdaughter,SharyneCross, andson-in-lawJohn

By JOE WILLIS
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Slave: A member of the Kaotian sect � I treat my slaves like diamonds – Page 4   � Comment – Page 12

� Love-split Paul – Page 2
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FAMILIES IN ANGUISH
THOUSANDS of British families

directly affected by the South Asia

earthquake were desperate for news

today as communities rallied round

to raise money for the emergency

appeal.
As British rescue teams continue to

hunt for the missing, the Disasters

Emergency Committee (DEC), which

covers the UK’s leading aid

organisations, is urging the public give

to its Asia Quake Appeal.
Around 30,000 people are thought to

have died and millions were left

homeless by the 7.6-magnitude quake

which flattened parts of the Kashmir

region of Pakistan, India and

Afghanistan on Saturday.
With winter just six weeks away, the

United Nations has said 2.5 million

people need shelter.
British communities are working

together to raise much-needed funds

and clothing. In Birmingham alone,

90,000 people originate from the

earthquake disaster zone and have

been pouring into charity shops to

donate cash and goods.
Saira Khan, star of BBC2 television

programme The Apprentice, is worried

for her family, most of whom live in

the Kashmir region. Her 60-year-old

mother was visiting relatives in the

area when the quake struck but she

has heard that she is safe.
She said she had been trying mobile

and landline phone numbers for all

her relatives but had had no response.

‘‘The devastation out there must be

horrific. It’s an isolated part of the

world. It will be absolute chaos.’’

DEC chief executive Brendan

Gormley said money was ‘‘desperately

needed’’ to continue the work.

A team of 20 workers from the

International Rescue Corps were

among the first on the ground in the

Muzaffarabad in Kashmir.
Julie Ryan, 38, from York, said the

team was facing a ‘‘desperate’’

situation, with people greatly in need

of medicines, food and water.

Workers were coming across

hundreds of bodies but managed to

rescue a teenage boy yesterday.

‘‘He was completely entombed in the

concrete, but we made a hole in the

concrete and shone a torch in and he

grabbed the torch,’’ she said.

A British International Search and

Rescue Dogs (BIRD) team also found a

20-year-old tailor, dragging him from

the rubble of a two-storey building.

Secretary of State for International

Development Hilary Benn told MPs

the UK had provided more than

£1m-worth of relief.
Pakistani politician and former

cricketer Imran Khan said it was

important to work together: ‘‘It’s such

a huge disaster that even though I am

in the opposition, there has to be huge

sympathy for the government. There’s

only a limited amount it can do.’’

■ Those worried about their relatives

can call the Foreign Office information

line on 020 7008 1500.
■ DEC donations can be made online

at www.dec.org.uk.

Plea to health
chiefs over
cancer drug

CHAOS: A
British rescue
worker carries
a two-year-old
boy to safety,
above, and,
top, Kashmiri
women
reaching out
for relief
supplies in
Muzaffarabad

SHELTER: This Kashmiri family have so far spent three nights in an open sports stadium - and winter is on the way

Britons desperate for news of relatives after quake

Vital aid arrives for victims

It is believed the group, a huge

pan-European organisation, could be

responsible for smuggling tens of

thousands of mainly Turkish Kurds into the

UK illegally in the last few years.

One source described its scale as

‘‘absolutely massive’’ and ‘‘frightening’’.

This morning’s raids were the culmination

of a two-year Scotland Yard investigation,

codenamed Bluesky, which involved 200

officers and co-operation from law

enforcement agencies in five other

European countries.
A total of 18 people, including former

asylum seekers, were arrested in the raids

t o d a y.
Two of those arrested were women.

Detective Chief Superintendent Bill Skelly,

one of the lead officers in the operation,

said seven suspected members of the

smuggling network were among those

a r re s t e d .
He said police were actively searching for

an eighth man in connection with the

i n ve s t i g a t i o n .
Scotland Yard Assistant Commissioner

Tarique Ghaffur, head of the Specialist

Crime Directorate, said: ‘‘We have today

dismantled a huge organised criminal

network of human smuggling.

‘‘We have been working on this operation

for two years and we have worked with

agencies across Europe. It is a massive

o p e ra t i o n .’’
Mr Ghaffur said today’s raids were aimed

at those ‘‘right at the top of this network’’.

He said the racket targeted mainly Turkish

Kurds who hoped to come to Britain for a

better life.’’
Mr Ghaffur added that those who

benefited from the racket were those at the

head of the smuggling ring.

A MULTI-MILLION-POUND network

thought to be behind the smuggling of up

to 200,000 people into the UK was

smashed today in a series of dawn raids by

p o l i c e.
Several alleged senior members of the

people-smuggling gang - thought to be

among the biggest in Europe - were

arrested in raids at 12 houses in London

and one in Boston, Lincolnshire.

Senior officers consider the network to be

one of the largest, if not the largest,

people-trafficking gang they have

e n c o u n t e re d .

TRUCKS of aid arrived in the

ruined capital of

Pakistan-ruled Kashmir today,

and victims scuffled for badly

needed food and blankets three

days after a devastating earth-

quake.
US military helicopters

helped ferry wounded people

from the wrecked city of Muz-

affarabad, while international

rescue teams joined the search

for survivors before the window

of hope for finding people alive

begins to close.
About ten trucks brought by

Pakistani charities and volun-

teers rumbled into Muzaffara-

bad early today. Attempts by

relief workers for an orderly

distribution dissolved into

chaos as residents scuffled for

the handouts.
It was the first major influx of

aid since the 7.6-magnitude

quake struck on Saturday.
In the small northern town of

Balakot, where at least three

schools crumbled in the quake,

Pakistani troops aided by

French experts yesterday res-

cued 40 children and retrieved

60 bodies from one of the

schools.
Sajid Awan, a resident, said

workers resumed their search

today and had pulled out more

bodies, and were trying to reach

buried classrooms where more

children might still be alive.

People smuggling smashed

HELD: Police make an arrest in Welling during

their dawn raids

Benefit
fraud
costing
£3bn
FRAUD and error in the benefits

system cost the taxpayer £3 billion

a year - half of it due to mistakes by

officials, according to a report re-

leased today.
The report, by the influential

House of Commons Public Ac-

counts Committee, welcomed pro-

gress made by David Blunkett’s

Department for Work and Pen-

sions in cutting unemployment

benefit fraud by 38pc since

1997-98, but said that the overall

level of fraud and error had re-

mained unchanged for the last

three years.
It warned that plans to cut 30,000

staff as part of a Whitehall

cost-saving exercise risked dam-

aging morale and losing expertise

needed to make an inroad into the

massive fraud problem.
The report comes as Work and

Pensions Secretary David Blunkett

admitted the disability benefits

system was ‘‘crackers’’. He also

conceded the £13 billion housing

benefit bill was a ‘‘nightmare’’.

Edward Leigh, chairman of the

cross-party committee, said that

the amount of cash lost was ‘‘as-

tronomical’’, even in a benefits sys-

tem which pays out a total £109

billion each year.
Whitehall’s spending watchdog

the National Audit Office had re-

fused to give a clean bill of health

to the DWP’s accounts for the last

15 years because of concerns

about amounts of money going

astray, he pointed out.

Teachers
blame
parents
PARENTS are the biggest contrib-

uting factor to discipline problems

in classrooms, according to a sur-

vey of teachers published today.

More than 80pc of those sur-

veyed in the ICM poll said they

believed a lack of parental support

or control was to blame for be-

haviour issues and more than half

thought parents should be forced

to stay at home to look after sus-

pended children.
The poll, commissioned by di-

gital channel Teachers’ TV, found

teachers wanted tougher meas-

ures to tackle the problems, ran-

ging from greater parental in-

volvement and punishment to a

zero tolerance approach.
Almost a fifth of teachers (19pc)

said up to 10pc of their time was

disrupted by discipline problems.

John Bayley, behaviour specialist

and Teachers’ TV presenter, said:

‘‘It is clear teachers want parents

to take more responsibility for

their children’s behaviour. ‘Rela-

tionships between home and

school are central to student dis-

cipline and teachers’ frustration

shows we still have a long way to go

in building a partnership between

parents and schools.”

LEADING consultants and charities in Eng-

land and Wales today urged health chiefs to

fast-track a new life-saving breast cancer drug

after it was approved for use in Scotland.

Early-stage breast cancer sufferers north of

the border can now be treated with Taxotere,

which has been found to boost survival rates

from the disease by nearly a third.

But the National Institute for Clinical Ex-

cellence (Nice) is not due to consider the

chemotherapy drug for use in the rest of

Britain until February 2007.

The Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC),

the equivalent of Nice north of the border, has

approved Taxotere for use on the Scottish NHS

from today. The SMC’s decision was based on

a five-year international study which found a

30pc reduction in the risk of death from breast

cancer in patients treated with the drug.

Be alert to
bird deaths
THE public was today being urged to be

vigilant and report suspicious bird

deaths amid fears of a deadly strain of

avian flu.
Anyone with concerns about a bird

death is being invited to call a helpline

manned by the Department for the En-

vironment, Food and Rural Affairs on

08459 335577.
The risk of the strain reaching Britain

is still considered to be ‘‘low’’.

Clarke quizzed
HOME Secretary Charles Clarke was today fa-

cing questions over controversial plans to tackle

terror ists.
Mr Clarke was to give evidence to the House of

Commons’ home affairs committee on the

anti-terrorism Bill, to be published tomorrow.

The new Bill will set out powers for tackling

the terror threat in the wake of the July bomb

attacks in London.

Police ambushed
SUSPECTED Taliban rebels

ambushed a police convoy in

southern Afghanistan, killing 19

officers, officials said today.

Looking good
CULTURE Secretary Tessa Jowell

said the National Lottery was in

‘‘great health’’ after it announced

more than £1.4 billion was raised

for good causes last year.

William the butcher
PRINCE William has been helping

out at a butcher’s shop as part of

his work experience. The
23-year-old royal lent a hand at

Chatsworth House, Derbyshire.

Victims named
A MOTHER and her two young

children killed in a car crash were

named by police today. Nichola

Coreen Lydon, 41, and her son,

Zach, nine, from Wiveliscombe,

Somerset, died at the scene of the

accident in Taunton on Saturday.

Mrs Lydon’s daughter, Paige, seven,

died from her injuries yesterday.

Book of the Irish
IRISH author John Banville was

the unexpected winner of this

year’s Booker Prize.
The Wexford-born
writer, pictured,
last night scooped
£50,000 for his
book, The Sea - a
7/1 outsider.
The title had only
3,318 copies in the
UK up until last
week but Banville can now expect

another financial windfall as

bookshops re-stock.

Price to pay
for reforms
A KEY Government reform to NHS

funding will itself run up £50

million in administrative costs, it

was revealed today.
Each organisation within the

health service which has so far

implemented the ‘‘payment by

results’’ programme, designed to

improve efficiency, spent an

average £100,000, according to an

Audit Commission report.

Meanwhile the Royal College of

Nursing said up to 3,000 NHS staff

in England could lose their jobs

because of mounting financial

d e f i c i t s.

Iraq explosion
A CAR bomb exploded in a town in

north-west Iraq today, killing 30

Iraqis and wounding 35, police

said.

Back to earth
US millionaire scientist Gregory

Olsen and a two-man,
Russian-American, crew returned

from the international space

station to Earth early today. The

touchdown of the Russian Soyuz

space capsule was in northern

Ka z a k h s t a n .

Murder arrest
A TEENAGER was arrested today in

connection with the death of a

mother. The 18-year-old man is

being held by police investigating

the murder of Farah Noor Adams,

34, in Glasgow last Friday.

www.icTeesside.co.uk NATIONAL NEWS 7
Evening Gazette, Tuesday, October 11, 2005

FAMILIES IN ANGUISH
Plea to health

Sources: Anti-Slavery International, Evening Gazette, The Northern Echo, Wikepedia
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Today, workers on sugar, tea and coffee plantations in 
developing countries are not slaves, but many farmers and 
workers are exploited.  As a result they struggle to provide for 
their families.  Poor market access and unfair trade rules often 
mean that the price they get for their crop does not cover the 
cost of production.

FAIRTRADE is a rapidly growing international movement which 
seeks to guarantee a better deal for farmers and workers in the 
developing world. A product that is fair-trade certified carries a 
label, the FAIRTRADE mark.

By buying FAIRTRADE products you can make a real difference 
to peoples’ lives in developing countries.

Hartlepool, Stockton and Middlesbrough are FAIRTRADE 
boroughs.  This means that the Councils have passed a 
resolution supporting FAIRTRADE and that FAIRTRADE products 
are widely used and readily available.

Pick up a leaflet to see where you can buy FAIRTRADE tea, 
coffee, chocolate, cocoa, sugar, bananas, fresh and dried fruit, 
juices, biscuits, cakes and snacks, honey, jam and preserves, 
nuts and nut oil, wines, spirits, ale, confectionery, muesli, cereal 
bars, yoghurt, ice-cream, baby food, flowers, sports balls, sugar 
body scrub, cotton products including clothing, homeware, cloth 
toys and cotton wool.

Try before you buy with our FAIRTRADE lucky dip.
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Echomemories
By Chris L

loyd

Listen to podcasts fro
m the Echo

Memories archives at w
ww.the

north
ernecho.co.uk/audiovideo

Family who dedicated their liv
es

to abolishing social in
justice

E
LIZABETH Pease

Nichol w
as a feisty

soul. Y
ou can tell

that fr
om her

picture. Y
ou can tell

that fr
om th

e way she ended her

life
 in distant S

cotla
nd, having

been disowned by th
e Quakers

in her nativ
e Darlin

gton for

daring to fall i
n love with

 th
e

wrong sort o
f m

an.

And you can tell t
hat fr

om th
e

determined and dogged way she

fought against slavery around

the world from her home in

Feethams.

The campaign against slavery

began in
 earnest in

 1787, w
ith

Quakers in London taking th
e

lead. C
ommitte

es were set u
p in

the provinces, and in south

Durham and th
e ubiquito

us

Pease family
 were th

e rally
ing

point.

In partic
ular, Joseph Pease

(1772-1846) of F
eethams devoted

him
self t

o th
e cause. H

e was th
e

younger brother of E
dward

‘father of th
e railw

ays’ Pease,

alth
ough at th

at ti
me th

e

Peases’ m
ain business interest

was textile
s.

Joseph liv
ed in th

e grandest

house in
 Darlin

gton –

Feethams, “the home by th
e

water”, built 
early in th

e 18th

Century by a prosperous

soapboiler. The new town hall

stands on th
e site

 of th
e

mansion and th
e old lamented

football g
round was on a corner

of it
s pasture.

Joseph married Elizabeth

Beaumont of B
atte

rsea Rise in

London in 1801. She was a

Quaker and a close neighbour of

Willi
am W

ilb
erforce, th

e

Parlia
mentary champion of th

e

anti-s
lavery movement. J

oseph

redoubled his effo
rts to end

the iniquito
us trade.

Joseph and Elizabeth had tw
o

child
ren. John was born in 1803.

He later built 
the North Lodge

mansion which still
 exists.

Feisty Elizabeth was born in

1807. A
ppropriately, th

is was th
e

year in which th
e slave trade

was abolished in th
is country. It

became ill
egal to

 buy or sell

slaves, but you could still
 keep

them. A
nd, of course, th

e law

did not apply to th
e US or th

e

rest of th
e world.

Such unfairnesses fir
ed

Elizabeth from an early age and

she campaigned with
 her father.

In 1832, she persuaded her

cousin Joseph Pease, of

Darlin
gton’s Southend, to

disobey th
eir Quaker elders and

stand for Parliament to
 promote

the cause.

Elizabeth formed th
e

Women’s Aboliti
on of Slavery

Society and wrote pamphlets

and artic
les. The Darlin

gton

branch of th
e society was so

activ
e th

at it
 became an

inspiratio
n in

 America.

(For a couple of years, th
e

branch’s secretary was W
E

Forster, a young man, w
ho

worked at P
eases Mill.

 As Echo

Memories told last year, Forster

later found fame as th
e

Educatio
n Secretary who

created our state educatio
n

system.)

I
N 1833, slaves were

emancipated in
 th

e Britis
h

Empire.

They were set fr
ee – but

im
mediately had to sign up to a

seven-year apprentic
eship

which still
 kept th

em in chains.

Elizabeth, and her father,

kept u
p th

e fig
ht. F

eethams –

and th
eir London home in

Finsbury Street – had regular

visits from th
e world’s greatest

anti-s
lavery speakers and

thinkers. O
ne preacher, G

eorge

Thompson, stayed with
 th

em in

Darlin
gton in

 1836 before

lecturing at th
e Friends

Meetin
g House, in

 Skinnergate,

where, according to Elizabeth,

he ignite
d “an in

cendiary fla
me

which will 
burn until 

the

demon of slavery be driven

from th
e earth”.

In 1838, th
e demon was driven

further away when th
e

apprentic
e system in

 th
e Britis

h

colonies was abolished. N
ow

Elizabeth tu
rned her atte

ntio
n

to th
e US, w

here th
e Cockfield

lad Jeremiah Dixon had

surveyed th
e lin

e between th
e

slave-owning states of th
e south

and th
e free states of th

e north.

In June 1840, th
e Great A

nti-

Slavery Conventio
n was held in

London to discuss th
e situ

atio
n.

Elizabeth and Joseph were

delegates – but to
 her horror,

she discovered women were

forbidden from addressing th
e

conventio
n and were seated in

an area th
at w

as fenced off

from th
e conventio

n hall b
ehind

a bar and curtains.

If a
ll m

en were equal,

irrespectiv
e of th

e colour of

their skin, how come women

were second-class citiz
ens?

Elizabeth was radicalised

further. She demanded equality

for women. She demanded th
e

vote for women. She invite
d

Chartists – members of th
e fir

st

working class politi
cal

movement in
 th

e country – to

visit F
eethams. She distributed

their lit
erature. She supported

striking workers. She supported

the men who atta
cked factories

in Lancashire and Yorkshire –

even th
ough her family

 owned

the biggest fa
ctories in

 Durham.

In 1842, she wrote from

Feethams to a friend: “The

grand principle of th
e natural

equality
 of m

an is a principle,

alas, alm
ost b

uried, in
 th

e land,

beneath th
e rubbish of an

heredita
ry aristocracy and th

e

force of a state relig
ion.

Working people are driven

alm
ost to

 desperatio
n by th

ose

who consider th
ey are but

chatte
ls made to minister to

their lu
xury and add to th

eir

wealth
.”

She was even activ
e in th

e

anti-v
ivisectio

n campaign.

In th
e early 1850s, E

lizabeth

met th
e recently

-widowed Dr

John Pringle Nichol, p
rofessor

of astronomy at G
lasgow

University
. In

 fact, h
e was th

e

most fa
mous astronomer of h

is

It is
 200 years this

month since the

slave tra
de was

abolished. Several

members of th
e

Pease family played

vital ro
les in the anti-

slavery movement

FAMILY
 MISSION: A silhouette

of Elizabeth’s father, 
Joseph

Pease, w
ho was himself a

 loud

anti-s
lavery advocate

LATER LIFE: E
lizabeth Pease Nichol, a

ged 70, in
 1877

Feethams

house in

Feethams,

Darlin
gton, is

pictured

shortly
 after

1875. The

house was the

home of

Elizabeth

Pease and the

centre
 of th

e

anti-s
lavery

agitation in the

distric
t. T

he

photographer

is standing on

the corner o
f

Houndgate and

Feethams

looking

towards the

site curre
ntly

occupied by

the new town

hall. S
t

Cuthbert’s

Church spire

can be seen to

the rig
ht.

Peases Mill

chimney (now

TK Maxx) can

be seen in the

background

�
On March 25 – th

e day th
e

Act abolishing th
e slave trade

was passed on 1807 –

Darlin
gton Churches

Together will 
hold a joint

service at B
ondgate Methodist

Church at 6pm.

era
, w

ho opened up th
e heavens

to th
e common m

an.

A deeply relig
ious m

an of a

Libera
l p

olit
ical p

ersuasion, h
e

campaigned on m
any is

sues

close to
 Eliz

abeth
’s heart.

It 
was a m

eetin
g of m

inds. 

But s
he w

as a Q
uaker g

irl
 and

he w
as a Presbyteria

n boy – and

if a
 Q

uaker girl m
arried outside

her s
ect, s

he had to
 be disowned

by her f
amily

 and fr
iends.

In
 th

e case of 4
6-year-old

Eliz
abeth

, it
 w

as a very
 genteel

disowning. T
en days before th

e

wedding in
 th

e summer of 1
853,

she la
id th

e fo
undatio

n stone of

th
e M

echanics In
stit

ute in

Skinnerg
ate – “th

e silv
er t

ro
wel

was ju
diciously contri

ved to

serv
e as a fis

h slic
e and w

as

presented to
 th

e la
dy”, said a

contempora
ry

 re
port.

 

Her h
usband-to

-be and H
enry

Pease of P
ierremont –

 her

cousin-about-t
o-disown-her –

shared th
e platfo

rm
 and gave

stir
rin

g speeches about t
he

im
portance of e

ducatio
n fo

r th
e

work
ing m

an.

Then she m
arri

ed D
r N

ichol

in a lit
tle

 in
dependent c

hapel

off N
orth

gate. A
nd she w

as

disowned. S
he le

ft D
arli

ngton

for G
lasgow, n

ever t
o re

tu
rn

.

She w
ork

ed w
ith

 D
r N

ichol o
n

his re
nowned D

ictio
nary

 of

Physical S
ciences, a

nd now

such Contin
ental r

adicals as

Kossuth
 and M

azzini b
ecame

her a
cquaintances to

 go w
ith

her own colle
ctio

n of p
eople

such as Richard
 Cobden, J

ohn

Brig
ht a

nd John Stu
art 

Mill.

The m
arri

age didn’t l
ast lo

ng

because in
 1859, D

r N
ichol d

ied.

“Alas! A
las! W

idow and

desolate,” w
ro

te Eliz
abeth

 in

her d
iary

.

She liv
ed out t

he re
mainder o

f

her d
ays in

 Edinburg
h, w

ork
ing

for t
he social, e

ducatio
nal a

nd

polit
ical e

mancipatio
n of

women and no doubt r
ejoicing

when in
 1865 th

e U
S fin

ally

abolis
hed slavery

.

She died in
 1897 aged 90.

If y
ou have anyth

ing to
 add to

 to
day’s

 column, p
lease write

 to

Chris Lloyd
 at T

he North
ern Echo, P

rie
stgate, D

arlin
gton DL1 1NF,

email c
hris

.llo
yd

@nne.co.uk or c
all 0

1325-505062

LO
OKIN

G B
ACK

Find The North
ern Echo’s 

Memorie
s

columns a
nd m

uch m
ore at

www.north
easthistory.

co.uk
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GRATEFUL SLAVES: T
he fri

eze on th
e st

atue of J
ose

ph Pease
 of S

outhend, D
arlin

gton, s
howing th

e sla
ves c

elebratin
g th

eir f
reedom in

 1833

The tri
bute to

 fre
edom th

at w
ent o

n . . .
and on . . .

DARLIN
GTON only has one

statue, th
at o

f J
oseph Pease

which is
 to

 re
turn any day

soon to
 his rig

htfu
l p

ositio
n

at th
e heart o

f th
e

pedestria
n heart.

Around th
e plin

th of th
e

statue are fo
ur fr

ieze
s

showing th
e greatest

moments in
 Joseph’s lif

e

(because Pease fa
mily

 tre
es

are very complic
ated, th

is

Joseph liv
ed in

 th
e

Southend m
ansion w

hich is

now th
e Bannatyne G

range

Hotel a
nd he is

 not to
 be

confused w
ith

 Joseph of

Feethams w
ho w

as

Eliz
abeth’s fa

ther).

One of th
ose fri

eze
s shows

grateful s
lave

s celebratin
g

their e
mancipatio

n by

chalking th
e word “fr

eedom”

on th
e wall.

Joseph w
as elected south

Durham’s fir
st M

P in
 1833,

and he held th
e seat fo

r

more th
an a decade. T

he

longest s
peech he m

ade to

the House of C
ommons w

as

in support o
f th

e Bill 
to fre

e

the slaves.

The speech w
as so lo

ng

that it
 covered te

n fo
lio

s –

40 pages – 
of th

e

Parlia
mentary re

cord

Hansard, a
nd it 

came to

such a choking, s
plutte

rin
g

end th
at J

oseph’s

opponents w
ere unkindly

laughing at h
im

.

Hansard re
corded th

e

Honourable M
ember fo

r

South Durham appealed to

his fe
llo

w hon m
embers’

sympathies “o
n behalf o

f

their p
oor b

rethren of c
olour

whose suffe
rin

gs under th
e

present s
ystem w

ere of a

nature to
 stim

ulate every

feelin
g bosom to

 concede to

them a paramount

consideratio
n.

“H
e fe

lt t
he in

adequacy of

his powers in
 pleading such

a cause. (H
ere, th

e hon

gentle
man w

as so affe
cted

he w
as oblig

ed to
 pause fo

r

a m
oment. M

uch cheerin
g.)

“The house w
ill 

pardon

me (c
oncluded M

r P
ease)

for h
aving so lo

ng

tre
spassed upon th

eir

atte
ntio

n. I 
am unable to

 go

on. B
ut w

hen th
e great a

nd

solemn day shall c
ome,

when I s
hall m

yself s
tand in

need of m
ercy, I 

hope it 
will

be m
eted to

 m
e in

 th
e same

measure as I a
m disposed

to m
ete it 

to others.”

Despite
 th

e rid
icule,

Joseph’s speech w
as w

idely

regarded by his supporte
rs

for g
iving th

e campaign

moral ju
stifi

catio
n.

�
Pease’s statue is

 due to

be w
inched in

 and unveile
d

at 1
pm on Saturday, M

arch

24. C
hris

 Lloyd w
ill 

give a

fre
e ta

lk about J
oseph and

his statue in
 Crown Stre

et

lib
rary at m

idday. M
ore

details
 next 

week.

�
In a fo

rtn
ight’s

 tim
e, E

cho

Memorie
s hopes to

 lo
ok at

the Barnard Castle
 solic

ito
r

who also played a

signific
ant p

art i
n th

e

aboliti
on of s

lavery.

YOUNG WID
OW: 

Eliza
beth

Pease in 1832, sh
ortly

 before sh
e

marrie
d Dr P

rin
gle

MARRIA
GE M

ATERIA
L: A

 bust 
of D

r 

John Prin
gle Nichol, t

he greatest 
astr

onomer

of h
is d

ay, 
who m

arrie
d Eliza

beth Pease

For in
form

atio
n call (

01325) 5
05240 or 5

05290

or call o
ur 24-Hour B

rochure Hotlin
e on (01325) 505299

www.reader-h
olidays.com

“N
othing in

 th
is ad / i

nform
atio

n provided or th
e re

ceipt b
y 

Newsquest / 
your to

ur o
perator o

f y
our b

ooking fo
rm

 is
 an offe

r to
 

do business w
ith

 you”

READER

HOLID
AYS

The Ancient Is
le of C

rete

7 Nights - M
ay 8, S

ep 25,

Oct 2
 & 9, 2

007

fro
m only £549.00

Crete is a land of citru
s 

grove
s, 

vin
es, 

sandy 

beaches, 
spectacular 

mountains, 
picturesq

ue 

fis
hing 

harbours, 

fasc
inatin

g histo
ry and, 

just 
as 

im
porta

nt, 
warm

 

hosp
ita

lity
. This 

is 
a rare 

opportu
nity to exp

erie
nce 

all these
 things on our 8 

day 
holid

ay 
to 

this 

wonderfu
l is

le

Pric
e in

cludes:

 �
Return flig

hts 
fro

m 

Newcastle
 airp

ort

 �
Return airp

ort -
 hotel 

tra
nsfe

rs

 �
7 nights 

half b
oard 

accommodatio
n

 �
Included vis

its 
to 

Phaetos, 
Matala & th

e 

Gulf o
f C

hania

 �
Servi

ces o
f a

 to
ur 

dire
ctor

This t
our is

 being operated by P
reffe

rre
d Tr

avel S
ervic

es, A
BTA

 W3692

Ta
ke That

at th
e NEC

 Arena, B
irm

ingham

2 Days - N
ov 1

9, 2
007

fro
m only £129.95

Pric
e in

cludes:

 �
Return coach tra

vel

 �
2nd pric

ed se
ated concert 

ticket

 �
1 nights d

inner, b
ed & 

breakfast a
ccommodatio

n

 �
Free tim

e in Birm
ingham 

on day 2

 �
Servic

es o
f th

e to
ur d

rive
r

This t
our is

 being operated by H
arry

 Shaw City 
Cruise

r, A
BTA

 V1801

Countdown

1 Day - M
ay 16, 2

007

fro
m only £29.95

If y
ou lo

ve pittin
g yo

ur w
its 

against 
those

 

contesta
nts 

on th
e popular a

fte
rnoon TV

 sh
ow

‘Countdown’, y
ou’re

 in
 fo

r a
 re

al tr
eat o

n our 

day tr
ip to

 Leeds. 

Pric
e in

cludes:

 �
Return coach tra

ve
l

 �
Ticket to

 se
e th

e film
ing of ‘C

ountdown’

 �
Lunch at M

urgatro
yds f

ish
 and chip sh

op

 �
Servi

ces o
f th

e to
ur d

riv
er

This t
our is

 being operated by D
iamond Holid

ays,
 ABTA

 W0552

Spanish Sunshine Special

8 Days - M
ay 6, 2

007

fro
m only £499.95 fo

r 2
 pers

ons

Pric
e in

cludes:

 �
Return coach tra

vel fr
om se

lected 

local p
ick up points

 �
Return channel crossi

ng either b
y 

ferry
 or E

urotunnel

 �
2 nights b

ed & continental 

breakfast a
ccomm. e

n ro
ute in 

rooms w
ith priva

te fa
ciliti

es

 �
5 nights h

alf b
oard accomm. in

 

rooms w
ith priva

te fa
ciliti

es a
t a

 

good  class 
hotel (m

in 3 sta
r) i

n th
e 

Costa
 Brave/M

aresm
e area. H

otel 

name will b
e give

n with tic
kets 

approx. 7
 days p

rio
r to

 departu
re

This t
our is

 operated by H
arry

 Shaw City 
Cruise

r -
 ABTA

 V1801

Dancing on Ice Tour Live

2 Days - A
pril 

20, 2
007

fro
m only £139.95

Pric
e in

cludes:

 �
Return coach tra

ve
l fr

om lo
cal p

ick up 

points

 �
Ticket to

 se
e Dancing on Ic

e Live

 �
One nights 

Half B
oard accommodatio

n 

in a good class 
hotel

 �
Free tim

e at M
eadowhall S

hopping 

Centre

This T
our is

 operated by H
arry

 Shaw City 
Cruise

r A
BTA V1801

Nottin
gham Arena

BUY
 ONE

 GET
 ONE

 FREE!
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