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March 25th 2007

marked two hundred years since the
Abolition of the Slave Trade Act in Britain.
The history of slavery and its abolition is a
shared history and one that is relevant to
Gredater Manchester’s past and present.
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Accessible formats and community languages are available,
email info@revealinghistories.co.uk, text 000000 or call
Arts About Manchester on 0161 234 2955.

REVEALING HIS{OY1€S

seeks to uncover our region’s
involvement in the slave trade
and the social and economic
effects of this, as well as its key
contribution to slavery’s ultimate
abolition.

Eight museums and galleries
across Greater Manchester are
joining together to commemorate
the lasting legacy of the
fransatlantic slave trade.

The eight participating venues for
Revealing Histories are:

Bolton Museum & Archive Service
Gallery Oldham

Manchester Art Gallery

The Manchester Museum
Museum of Science & Industry
People’s History Museum
Touchstones Rochdale

The Whitworth Art Gallery

www.revealinghistories.org.uk

Revealing Histories takes a fresh
look at the colletions of these
museums and galleries and the
buildings they live in, revealing
hidden histories of the region’s
involvement in the slave trade.
The project will also question
slavery’s contemporary legacy
and its relevance today.

We are currently producing a
series of creative, informative and
stimulating events with people of
all ages and backgrounds across
Greater Manchester.

If you would like to know more,
please fill in the form at the back
of this brochure and send back to
us using the freepost address.

Visit our website at
www.revealinghistories.org.uk
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Bolton was a cotton town. People in Bolton were reliant on the plantations of At Gallery Oldham we’re exploring the links between the transatlantic
the Southern states of America for the supply of raw cotton. Samuel Crompton’s slave tfrade and our local history. A series of exhibitions and events using
Spinning Mule revolutionised the cotton trade, creating increased demand the Gallery’s collections reveal some surprising and unfamiliar histories
for cotton and thus for slaves to work the cotton plantations. and connections.
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Our collection of fine art and decorative objects reveals the wealth
generated by the region’s involvement in the fransatlantic slave frade
and the sugar, teq, coffee and tobacco consumption that fuelled it.
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The museum will close to the public on 7th October for a multi million
pound redevelopment. In the meantime why not come along to
experience the Revealing Histories frail? The tour takes visitors around the
galleries highlighting objects with links to slavery.
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Family workshop with Peddy Herbert on African costumes and textile design,
13:00-16:00. Please book on 0161 275 2648. Free. All ages. Revealing Histories
guided tours, 13:30 & 14:30. Book. Free. 10+. Interactive session - More than
slaves, exploring cargoes. With Washington Alcott. 13:30 & 15:00. Drop-in. Free. 8+.
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5th December 2007
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New interpretation of museum displays revealing Manchester’s connection
to the slave trade and its legacy.

...............................................................................................................................

Dr Gareth Griffiths on the foundation of the British Empire and Commonwealth
Museum, Bristol, and the 200th anniversary of the Abolition of the transatlantic
slave trade.
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Created by a group of activists, collectors, and academics, a selection of
objects and images that were used to support racist ideas, and the ways in
which individuals and organisations have worked to dispel these myths.
We invite you to question the displays in the rest of the Museum.

................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

A powerful promenade performance around the Museum looking into the
transatlantic slave trade through the eyes of the people who were there.

................................................................................................................................

Event times:11:00-12:15, 12:45-14:00, 14:15-15:30 (only 11:00-12:15, 12:45-14:00
on 29th August). Please book, call 0161 275 2648. Free. 8+.
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Family History Workshop, 13:00-15:00. Revealing Histories Object Handling,
11:00-16:00. African Storytelling, 12noon-12:30, 14:00-14:45. Tour of Revealing

‘The Fight to End Slavery: A Local Story’ examines the ensuing struggle to end
slavery in North America and Rochdale’s fascinating role in this story. Find
out how a Rochdale man became a close personal friend of the President of
America. Discover how a sword and a barrel have been uncovered to reveal
their own unique stories relating to slavery and the people of Rochdale.
Event times: All day. Free.

Open: Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm.Sundays & Bank Holidays 12pm to 4.30pm.

Histories Object Trail and Myths about Race Exhibition, 12:30-13:15, 14:00-14:45,
15:00-15:45. Please book by calling 0161 275 2648. Free. All ages. Film
Screening of Open Minds Performance, 14:00. Please book. Free. All ages.

....................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................

Linking Threads: Textile industrialists and the art collection, focuses on works
given fo the Rochdale Art Gallery collection by benefactors who had links
to the local textile industry such as Robert Taylor Heape and Richard Heape.
These donations and bequests have formed a significant part of the
collection, of which an eclectic selection will be on display.

Event times: All day. Free.

....................................................................................................................................

A discussion panel will lead this debate in response to our exhibition.
Event times: 18:30-20:00. Please book, call 0161 275 2648. Free. Adult event.

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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Trade and Empire: Remembering Slavery explores the themes of trade
and empire, commerce and collecting, and the impact and resonance
of the experience of slavery and its legacy, within the context of the
bicentenary of the parliamentary abolition of the British slave trade in
2007. The exhibition has been co-produced with four guest curators:
SuAndi, Kevin Dalton-Johnson, Emma Poulter and Dr. Alan Rice, who are
community engaged artists and/or academic researchers working on
the history of slavery, trade, empire and its legacy in Manchester and
the North West.

In their selection of works, debates on the meanings of objects, and views
on how the works should be displayed, the guest curators have brought a
stimulating array of new voices into the Whitworth for this exhibition

and have helped to unearth many previously hidden stories about the
objects in our care. The show comprises selections from the Whitworth’s
collections, integrated with contemporary works by black artists and
objects borrowed from The Manchester Museum, The John Rylands
University Library Manchester, Bolton Museums and Archives Service

and private collections around the North West.

Exhibition times: Monday-Saturday 10:00-17:00. Sunday 14:00-17:00. Free.

...........................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................

Discussion and debate.
Event times: 14:00-15:30. Free.

...............................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................

Discussion and debate.
Event times: 14:00-15:30. Free.

.....................................................................................................................................
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To join the REVEALING HIS-"OV &S
mailva s+, simply complete
the form below, cut off and
send back fo us using the
Freepost address

overledt.

Keep In Touch

Name
Address
Postcode
Email
Telephone

M | would like to receive information by post
B | would like to receive information by email

B | would like to receive information from other
cultural organisations in Greater Manchester

Get Involved

Throughout 2007 and 2008 we will be co-producing a series of creative,
informative and stimulating events with people of all ages and backgrounds
across Greater Manchester. If you would like to find out more simply tick the
boxes that interest you:

Talks, discussions and debates

Volunteering with events

Events for school parties

Interpreting the collections, telling your own stories
Making films with young people



