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t the bottom of modern
d onto Argyle Street. It
John Glassford (1715-83),

Paisley, Glassford’s rise
ular, even though he
tobacco until the
fustries such as

nd influential of Glasgow’s

Jamaica Street

Jamaica Street, named after the largest slave
plantation island in the Caribbean, was opened in
1763 at the height of Glasgow’s rum and sugar trade.
Jamaica was Glasgow’s premier sugar producing
centre. It is therefore no surprise that the treet
was given this name by West Indian merchants in
Glasgow.

Richard Oswald and Co. applied to the town

tanworks. He
nk and the

council in 1756 regarding the purchase of land

surrounding their bottle works at the Broomielaw,

which had been operating since 1730.
ia trade The Broomielaw was used as a dock to land

this tobacco and sugar from the larger ports at Greenock

eil and Port Glasgow and the new street became an

important thoroughfare on the way to many Glasgow

warehouses. Jamaica Street rapidly became one of

Glasgow’s busiest streets. Its establishment testifies to

he city's early development due to slavery and slave
endant trade.

" THE VIRGINIA MANSION,

Virginia Galleries Virginia Mansio

The Virginia Galleries, in Virginia Street, sat at the Virginia Street and “The Virginia Mansion, which

centre of what was once the commercial heart of situated on the site of the modern-day Corinthian
Glasgow. The Galleries, built from 1817 until 1819, in Ingram Street, were a testament to the wealth
were originally the Tobacco Exchange, and later and influence of successive generations of the same
the Sugar Exchange. The building, one of the most Glasgow merchant family. Andrew Buchanan (1690-
important in the city, demonstrated the important 1759) and his two younger brothers had, by 1730,
established a firm, Andrew Buchanan, Bros & Co,
which was the largest tobacco importer in Glasgow.
Both the tobacco trade and the West Indian sugar

trade, in which the family also had interests depended

link between the colonial trade in tobacco and
sugar and Glasgow’s continuing economic growth
in the nineteenth century. Sadly the building was
demolished in 2003.
on slave labour.
Andrew, appointed Lord Provost twice in
1740-42, was one of the consortium of merchants
which founded the Ship Bank, Glasgow’s first bank,
in 1750. He began to lay out a new street called
Virginia Street in 1753, although he died before his
son, George Buchanan of Mount Vernon (1728-62),
built the opulent mansion. Buchanan Street, laid out
in 1780, was named in 1756 after Andrew Buchanan
(1725-83), another of his sons.
The mansion was sold in 1770 to another tobacco
merchant connected with the same family. Alexander
Speirs of Elderslie (1714-1782), sometimes called ‘the
mercantile god of Glasgow), married Mary Buchanan
in 1755, Speirs began his career in Virginia as a
plantation owner and returned to Glasgow in the
1750s, already a rich man. Another Tobacco Lord, he
was involved in the West Indian sugar trade, banking,
printing and the iron industry. Unlike many in the
Buchanan family, he died with his fortune still intact.

NN
Buchanan Street

Buchanan Street, arguably the most potent symbol
of modern Glasgow’s image as a cosmopolitan city,
is named after the Tobacco Lord, Andrew Buchanan
(1725-1783). The Buchanans had considerable wealth
and social status in 18th century Glasgow, and
Andrew was a leading partner in both‘Buchanan,
Hastie and Co. and ‘Andrew Buchanan and Co. for
a time two of the most powerful Virginia trading
firms, although they folded in 1777 due to financial
difficulties.

Andrew Buchanan purchased the land now
known as Buchanan Street in 1760, and lived there
for a number of years. He later sold some of the
land around his property. The first tenement in the
area was built in 1774. The common entrance to a
subsequent tenemental development formed part
of the modern entry to Buchanan Street at Argyle
Street. It is ironic that a §treet originally sold off in
small value plots due to its distance westward from
the business centre of town (originally at Trongate) is
now arguably the wealthiest street in Glasgow.

Ingram Street, no

.
the‘fa
in Glasgow
prominent mer
two Tobacco Lord

Andrew Buchanan
of The Ship Bank, Glasgo

Other notables buried here
76) and Andrew Foulis (1712-75),
booksellers, printers and publishers in the age o

the Enlightenment, producing 586 editions between
1774-75. They founded an Academy of Fine Arts in
Glasgow, based on a large collection of paintings
acquired on their European book selling tours. It
opened in 1753 with the financial help of Glassford
and Archibald Ingram (c.1699-1770), another Tobacco
Lord. The first of its kind in Scotland, it gave tuition
in drawing, painting, engraving and sculpture. It also
helped bankrupt the brothers, who are located under
the pavement in Ingram Street, the place marked by
the initials RF & AF.

Merchant’s House
7 West George St. JOHN BURNET]

Cunninghame Man

The Cunninghame Mansion, now at t
Gallery of Modern Art, in Royal Exch
was built for William Cunninghame o!

The Merchant’s House is an impressive mor

Glasgow’s global trading. An organisation ¢
merchants was established in the seventeer
In Glasgo

(d.1789), one of Glasgow’s most prom s ‘golden age of tobacco; it
century merchants. Cunninghame had
both the Virginia tobacco trade and
sugar trade. Both, of course, were bui
slave labour.

Cunninghame purchased three pl
is now Queen Street but was then Co
country track. He spent £10,000, a hug
townhouse. Described as ‘one of the mos
houses in the west of Scotland, it stood i
contrast to the semi-rural conditions tha
close to the centre of Glasgow. Cunni
motto emergo — to emerge — etched o
a boast of his own rapid rise in socie; are

In 1829, the mansion, much alte ngs,
architec David Hamilton (1768-18
known as the ‘father of Glasgow’s

on a new lease of life as the Royal

g reinforce

d city of the

became the centre of commercia

trading in commodities such as ¢
sugar and chemicals. In 1996 the
a third major phase of its histo
Modern Art.

elps illustrate Glasgow’s t
bution to universal emancipa
puglass (1818-95) was an African A
escaping from slavery in Maryland in 18
aleading campaigner in the Foreign and A
ies of leGture

in the'g]
was the appearance of Harriet Bee Sto
Beecher Stowe (1811-96) was an American abolitionist
and novelist, whose novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin, sold over
300,000 copies in the USA in the first year after it was
published in 1852, Over half a million people signed the
welcoming address to her lecture tour of Great Britain.
The Glasgow Emancipation Society started
the Uncle Tom Offering, which was introduced to
make up royalties Beecher Stowe could not receive
in Britain, She appeared in Glasgow as a guest
of the Glasgow Female New Association for the
Abolition of Slavery. The same society hired a series
of American black abolitionist leGturers before and
after Harriet’s visit, Those before included JW. C.
Pennington in 1849-51. A later guest of the same
society was the Rev. Josiah Henson (1789-1883), a
slave who had escaped to Canada in 1830 and was the
inspiration for the fititious ‘Uncle Tom’ He was given

st George St. Chapel

S GILLESPIE GRAHAM, 1818

est George Street chapel sat just south of the
rn Queen Street railway station. Constructed
ost of £10,000 for the Congregational Church
apable of holding 1,600 people, its first pastor
he Rev. Ralph Wardlaw (1779-1853), one of the
ders of the Glasgow Anti-Slavery Society in
. By 1830, Wardlaw had rejected the moderate
ce which saw the abolition of slavery as a gradual
ocess and became the leading Scottish campaigner
r immediate abolition.

Wardlaw’s sermons and speeches about the
evils of slavery were not always popular because
of Glasgow’s longstanding connections with the
West Indies and led to a decline in membership of
his church and attacks in the press. Nonetheless,
he became active in the campaign for global
emancipation after the Emancipation A& of
1833. He became a Vice Direcor of The Glasgow
Emancipation Society, which focused its attentions
on America. Wardlaw was central to a campaign
that became truly international in its scope. David
Livingstone (1813-73) attended his letures on slavery
and he hosted various abolitionists in Glasgow such
as William Lloyd Garrison (1805-79) and Harriet
Beecher Stowe (1811-96).

His granite sarcophag

ed by John Mossman, the pre
or of the age.

became the most

d in the burgeoning
were buried there. In

ontrast orials were funded

by slave inco on to slavery

Rev. Ralph

g slavery

is represented
Wardlaw who be

emancipationists i

Alan Crumlish

Tobacco Merchant’s House
42 Miller St. JoHN CRAIG, 1775

City Chambers

WILLIAM YOUNG, 1890

The Tobacco Merchant’s House, at 42 Miller Street,
is the oldest surviving house in the Merchant

City. Miller Street was named after John Miller of
Westerton, a land speculator who first laid out the
street in plots in the 1750s. A variety of merchants

The City Chambers is one of most impressive
buildings in Scotland. Completed in 1890 its grandeur
reflects what was then the most powerful empire in
the world. Great Britain’s economic development

was built on trade with her colonies and this is
dramatically portrayed in the Chambers architecture.  built townhouses there. Plot 6 was acquired by Mr
Robert Hastie, an extensive American merchant,
on 6th May 1772. After Hagtie’s firm ‘Robert and
William Hastie' failed, like so many others in the
1770s, the land was sold to John Craig, a wright.

On the topmost triangle on the main fagade a statue
of Queen Vicoria is flanked by native peoples
bringing gifts from the Empire. Its is a §triking
symbol of Victorian Glasgow’s claim to be the second
city of the Empire. Yet like other major ports on No.42 was subsequently occupied by other
the Atlantic seaboard such as Bristol and Liverpool, prominent merchants such as Robert Findlay of
much of the city’s early wealth was built on a global Easterhill (1748-1802), a tobacco importer who lived
trade which ran on slave labour. there from 1780 until 1802. The only one of its kind
By contrast Glasgow’s position as a leading to survive, the house, a small scale interpretation of
abolitionist city is symbolised by the statue of James
Oswald (1785-1853) in George Square. Oswald, who

came from a merchant family which had been deeply

the mansions designed by Andrea Palladio in Italy’s
Veneto region, illustrates the eighteenth century

living conditions of ‘average’ merchants — sometimes
involved in the tobacco and sugar trades since the called Tobacco Lairds in contrast with the grander
1730s, served as a Glasgow MP from the time of the Palladian homes of the much wealthier Tobacco
1832 Reform A&. In 1836 he supported the petition of
30,000 residents of the city to end the apprenticeship

scheme in the West Indies that had continued a form

Lords. The building was restored as offices by
Glasgow Building Preservation Trust in 1995.

of slavery after its formal abolition by Parliament in
1834.

College
Glasgow University, High Street

Glasgow University, originally situated in the heart

of the city on High Street, played an active part in : ond half of the

campaigning against slavery. Francis Hutcheson e Old Sugar House’ was

94-1746) studied there and his le¢tures, after he ed ‘Easter Sugar House' to

ppointed Professor of Moral Philosop! om another sugar refinery nearby.

d a moral critique of slavery, whie

orey, crow-stepped gabled, building was

s on a global scale. His s by Robert McNair (1703-79) and his wife, Jean
olmes (b 1703) who were prominent shopkeepers

in eighteenth century Glasgow. Amongst their wares
were refined and expensive sugar products such as
prtance candies, syrup and treacle. There was another side

ated by the
813-65), who became

of the story of their success as the West Indies sugar
trade was built on slave labour from plantations in

0 graduate MD anywhere  Jamaica, which were owned and overseen by Scots.
o practise medicine in the A number of sugar traders, refineries and shops in
Glasgow were dependent on this trade.

Smith was a leading member of The Glasgow
Emancipation Society, which campaigned for
universal emancipation. It helped fund his education,
after many universities in the USA had rejected

him, demonstrating Glasgow University’s long and
honourable history as a place of learning for the

disenfranchised and the dispossessed.
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The Trongate, named after the old public weigh beam
ot ‘tron’ at its east end, was one of the original eight
streets in Glasgow before the city’s eighteenth century
pansion. It was here that the early merchants
asgow had their commercial headquarters
o0 here is the ‘Bridgegate’ or ‘Briggai
ats’ Steeple. This was the old M
ich was used as a look-g
e arrival of their

ets, particularly
ained a paved area known
vhere the Tobacco Lords liked to
was not an area for Glasgow citizens of a
lower social scale. The street was also the location of
the later Town Hall and the Tontine rooms, which
in the 1780s became the social and commercial

headquarters of Glasgow, at a time when this area

was fashionable and affluent.

ous prominent Glasgow
gt the original subscribers to
, the forerunner of the later Royal
y included John Glassford (1715-83)
ge Bogle of Daldowie (1700-84). These
s, which included a hotel, coffee room and
ssembly hall, became the social and commercial
headquarters of Glasgow at a time when this area
was fashionable and affluent. The famous Tontine
heads were located above ten arches on the Tontine,
and survive to this day (in the garden at Provand’s
Lordship). The Tobacco Lords were said to stroll
around the Tontine Piazza, resplendent in their
scarlet cloaks and gold tipped canes. Citizens of lesser
standing moved out of their way.



