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Human Trafficking
‘...the recruitment, transportation, transfer, 
harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the 
threat or use of force or other forms of coercion,  
of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of 
power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving 
or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the 
consent of a person having control over another 
person, for the purpose of exploitation....’
UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons 2006

Exploitation is:
‘...the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual 
exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery or 
practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal 
of organs.’
UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons 2006

This is a modernised version of the original 
legislation:
‘No one shall be held in slavery or servitude;  
slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited  
in all their forms.’
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948, Article 4

However, according to the charitable 
organisation Anti-Slavery International, 
slavery is still widely practised today:
‘...despite the fact that it is banned in most of  
the countries where it is practised.’
‘Human Rights Issue’, Issues Volume 120, p.29, 2006, edited by  
Craig Donnellan & Lisa Firth

The largest group held responsible for  
this type of slavery, are those involved  
in criminal activities. 
‘...slavery is the third largest form of revenue for 
organised crime today, behind drugs and arms.’ 
‘There are more slaves alive today than all the people 
stolen from Africa in the time of the Transatlantic 
Slave Trade!’
Kevin Bales, author of ‘Disposable People: new slavery in the Global economy’

Exploited Labour
‘Everyone has the right to work, to free choice of 
employment, to just and favourable conditions of 
work and to protection against unemployment.’
Article 23:1 of the Declaration of Human Rights, 1948

This includes:
‘...just and favourable remuneration ensuring  
an existence worthy of human dignity....’
Article 23:3 of the Declaration of Human Rights, 1948

One form of slavery prevalent today is the 
exploitation of workers by unscrupulous 
employers. The most vulnerable of these are 
migrants. They may face many problems 
arriving in the UK: language barriers, 
isolation from the local community, low pay, 
poor work & living conditions, no eligibility 
for welfare, or legitimate asylum and  
no rights under law. This leaves them  
exposed to exploitation to earn a living  
for themselves and their families.
‘...at least 20 million people around the world  
are affected by bonded labour.’
From ‘Issues’, Anti-Slavery International, p.29

Female migrants are particularly at risk, 
working for poor pay in sweatshops, or as 
homeworkers or outworkers.
The dreaded sweatshops, with their  
over-crowding, poor working conditions,  
and complete lack of health and safety 
enforcement going hand-in-hand with  
long hours for poor pay should be a thing  
of the past, with the legislation we have  
in the UK.
However, employers are still finding a 
workforce amongst those most vulnerable 
groups in society:
‘...the disabled, people who could not speak English, 
...from the more deprived communities...’

Leicester Mercury article 2/8/06 
‘Drive to tackle exploitation’.

Financial Times article 
14/1/88 ‘Illegal immigrants 

among “most exploited” 
group’ by P. Bassett.
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Leicester Mercury article 4/9/06 ‘Low-wage cheats exposed’.

Graph & pie chart from Anti-Slavery International  
article on ‘Child labour’, April 2002.
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‘Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.’
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948, Article 3

‘No one shall be subjected to torture, or to cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment.’
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948, Article 5

This isn’t confined to larger cities like London.  
The exploitation of women is also happening right  
here in Leicester. 
‘The Home Office’s own research found that up to 1,420  
women were trafficked into the UK for sexual exploitation  
in 1998. This does not include those who have been trafficked  
for labour exploitation or trafficked children.’
The Anti-Slavery charity web-site, 2006

These figures only show cases where the police have 
uncovered victims of trafficking, and could be the tip of 
the iceberg, although no current statistics were available. 
Worryingly, although there are initiatives like the 
‘POPPY’ project, to support trafficked women after they 
have escaped prostitution, the web-site reports that:
The Government has legislated against human trafficking 
and sexual exploitation in the Sexual Offences Act, 2003, 
under sections 57, 58 & 59 for trafficking into, within or 
out of the UK. This can incur a penalty of up to 14 years 
imprisonment.
The traffickers:
‘...use the UK as a staging post for child prostitution.’
‘...many of the hundreds of girls from Nigeria sold into sexual 
slavery in Europe each year have been trafficked through England.’
BBC News web-site report 10 January 2001

There is still some way to go along ‘The long road to 
freedom....’ The world-wide, illegal trade of human 
trafficking continues in the 21st century.
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