
A Few Plain Questions
ANSWERED

HO has been a Friend to the Slave Trade, and.an Enemy to its Abolition ?............LASCELLES.

Who has discovered an intollerant persecuting Spirit, particularly against the) The. Family of METHODISTS, theSect patronized by Mr. Wiluerforce P..;....................................•) ""LASCELLES*

Who INSULTED the CLOTHIERS?..-...... ; ...........................................................................LASCELLES.

Can the ENFMIES to the SLAVE TRADE—Can the METHODISTS—Can thel TMPO«;VURT r 
CLOTHIERS then vote for Lascelles ?......................„..„......„.........„....................(•"

Who is the PUPPET of the MERCHANTS ?.....................;„........................,„..,............ ....LASCELLES.

Who has been the Defender of Melville and Trotter ?.....,...„................... ............................LASCELLES.

Who is likely to defend Peculators and the $ ~ """ ' ........... ......LASCELLES.
( Ask BLEEDING 
j — AFRICA.

-Iasting

M£TON > 
Comparison

^S&STSKP- ————————————---- , ..............————————————^

ts not LORD MiLTON as old in Virtu, as Mr, ^^I______--jnLTON. 

Which is older in Talents ?.....-.-« ....».--"-—"-" ......................... {

Which is the better Orator ?...---------"""" ..............YES.
r II 'orinted Address to the Freeholders uainte!hg> e..-..--• & 

Is not Lascelles printea AU . Patriotism & Virtues
...„........».«••—-—"•"""""""> all the World knows.

Whence is LORD MILTON descended ?..._-——•• ^ & ^^

Whence is Lascelles descended ?....-»»-•«•—• •-""•""
knw*

Js Lascelles a FIT
Persou to represent this County ?.,.

FREEHOLDERS!

Milton for Ever.
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York Spring Meeting, 1807.
A LIST

OF THE

OR S
AND THEIR

MIX H

Entered to Run for the

During the present Month, 

(Over the Castle Tard)

His Majefty s Bay Horfe, Loyalty, by Patriot, out of
Conftitution'• Rider» Honeji Harry. Blue."'-,<r<(/#

  *« . -, 
Mr. Africa's Horfe, Perseverance, by Humanity-, Riier,

Will Steady.——Pink, i/;'" 'h'tr

Lord F-w-m's Dun noted Arabian Poney, (train'd 
by the Whig-Club) by Difcontent, out of Anarchy* 
own Sifter to Sedition-, Rider, Old'Jumper.—Orange, *. 

2 'en to One on Loyalty.

ABOLITION
OF THE

SLAVE TRADE.
The Hon. H. Lascelles's

CHARACTER
Having been traduced as the Abettor of the

Withthe viewof injuring his Intereft in the prefent Election, 

THE COMMITTEE, ACTING FOR MR. LASCELLES,

HAVE HIS AUTHORITY
To affure Ih« FREEHOLDERS of YORKSHIRE

ftould be made in ™
•» A(teraP'

TO JREPEAL THJE ACT,

For the Abolition of the Slave Trade,
Such attempt will meet with his moft

DECIDED OPPOSITION

Camrnittee-Rcom, > 18<>7..
' '" "

«n<( Dwnn, Printer^
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The Transatlantic Slave Trade

BARBADOS was colonised by the British and became a major 
producer of sugar. In 1647 the first Caribbean sugar was 

imported into Britain. The trian 
gular trade involved taking goods 
from Europe to the West coast 
of Africa which were exchanged 
for African people who were then 
enslaved. They were then shipped 
to the West Indies and largely 
sold to plantation owners. The 
luxury goods such as sugar and 
cocoa that these slaves produced 
were then shipped back to 
Europe. It is estimated that over 
12 million Africans were exported 
to the West Indies and became 
slaves on the plantations.

The late eighteenth century 
saw an increase in the number of 
people calling for the abolition of the slave trade, partly leading 
to the formation of the 'Society for the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade' in 1787.

Abolition Day and the 1807 Election

In May 1807 William Wilberforce, Henry Lascelles and Lord 
Milton all stood in an election to become Members of 

Parliament for Yorkshire. In March of the same year Parliament 
had voted for the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade and 
this became one of many issues that made the subsequent election 
one of national importance.

Wilberforce was well established as an abolitionist but 
Lascelles was typified as 'the son of a plantation owner' and his 
opponents claimed .that he would repeal the abolition act given 
the chance.

POST 1807

THE abolition of the slave trade in March 1807 did not actually 
come into effect until ist January 1808 and even then had 

a limited impact as the Royal Navy could not police all the ships 
crossing the Atlantic Ocean. After a few years the situation 
improved and slave trade involving British ships decreased signif 
icantly. Britain then put pressure on other European powers to 
abolish the slave trade.

In the meantime those that had already been transported to the 
West Indies were still enslaved. It was not until 1833 that the Slave 
Emancipation Act was passed in parliament. Slaves in the British 
Empire were gradually freed via a compulsory apprenticeship 
system which was' finally abolished in 1838. In 1836 Henry 
Lascelles received £26,309 as compensation from the British 
Government for the loss of his slaves after emancipation.
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William Wilberforce by John Rising, Hull Museums
Portrait of an African, 0,1757-60 (oil on canvas) by Allan Ramsay (1713-84) (attr. to) 
© Royal Albert Memorial Museum, Exeter, Devon, UK/The Bridgeman Art Library

HAREWOOD

Henry Lascelles, 
2nd Earl of Harewood

William Wilberforce

A commemoration of the bi-centenary of the 
abolition of the slave trade and the Yorkshire

election in 1807 contested by William 
Wilberforce, Henry Lascelles and Lord Milton.
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Henry Lascelles and the West Indies

THE Lascelles family association with Barbados started in 
the seventeenth century when Edward Lascelles and later 

his son Daniel were based in Bridgetown. Daniel's three sons 
George, Henry and Edward went on to found the family fortune. 

Before 1706 the eldest son George was, based in Barbados 
working as a sugar merchant. Prior to 1712 his 22 year old brother 
Henry had joined him there followed in 1720 by their half brother 
Edward. Over the next few decades they amassed a large family 
fortune through working as sugar merchants, money lenders, 
slave traders, plantation owners, suppliers to the Navy and as 
Collectors of Customs for Bridgetown. Between 1715 and 1717 
Henry had a financial share in 21 slave ships and was partly 
responsible for trading thousands of slaves.


