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& & HO has been 2 Friend to the Slave Trade, and an Enemy to its Abolmon ?

st the The Family of
1, ASCELLES:

LASC ELLES.

‘Who bhas discovered - an intollerant persecutma Spirit,
; METHODISTS, the Sect patromzed y Mr \Vllberforce? E
Who INSULTED the CLOTHIERS? : LA 3CELLE§

Can the ENE MIES to the SLAVE TRADF——

...IMPOSblBLEe
CLOTHIERS then vote for Lascelles ? }

Who is the PUPPET of the MERCHAI\ S LASCELLES.

Who has been the Defeuder of Melville and Trotter ¢ ? LASCELLES.'

e BLACK ROD Bt s s52se {,ASCELLES.

ﬁ Ask BLEEDING
seass tavers .......uu.‘uq ........... Lol AFRICA

Who 1s hkely to defend Peculators and the MAGIC OF %

To what does the Name of Lascelles oWe its ConscquenceP

What ought to be the Portion of MEN C»'l"EALERS PECULATOR&, and those} ""Sha_me and ever-
who countenance and support them 2. weons .y ““lasting Contempt.

1s not LORD MILTON as old in Virtue as Mr, Lascelles ?

) Which is older in Talents? : LMILTON. °

- MILTON,, beyond
Whlch is the better Oratot Do7 5 s Ratabasessast 25k G “=  Comparison.

1s not Lascelles’ priated Address to the Erecholders uniatelligible i L s gL
{From a Family whose

Patriotism & Virtues

i ? . ............
‘Whence 18 LORD MILTON_ dgscended % ’ By

From.a Family

Whence is Lascelles descended ...... Gossa +Nobody knows.

_Is Lascelles a FIT Person to represent this County ?

FREEHOLDERS

Milton for Ever.

Printed at the 1eeds Mercury Office, by Edward Baines.
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ommittee-Room, Halgfax, 15th May, 1807,

ABOLITION

OF THE

SLA VE TRADE.
1he Hon H. Lasce//es §

CHARACTE
Having b e
ng been traduced as the Abettor of th
e

SLAVE TRADE,

‘Withthe vi
viewofi mjurmg his Intereft in the pref E
ent Election
d

THE CO
’VIMITTEE ACTING FOR MR. LASCE
LLES,

HA H TY
To affure the F REEH\(Z).LE HIS AUT ORI
DERS of YOR
KS .
thould be made in Parhlif;le{,f that in cafe any Attempt
3

TO REPEAL THE ACT,

For the Abolition of the Slave Trade
3

S
uch attempt will meet with his moft

DECIDED OPPOSITION

Mr. LASCELLES having

une
and in the Caftle-Yard, ?l;v(gcl:glll{y P},f,dged himfelf to that Effeét at LEE
DS,

the DAY of N OMIN ATION,

Holde |
7% &nd Dowsen, Lrinters, }ltfil"ax.




. saw an increase in the number of
" people calling for the abolition of the slave trade, partly leading
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The Transatlantic Slave Trade

' BARBADOS was colonised by the British and became a major

producer of sugar. In 1647 the first Caribbean sugar was -

imported into Britain. The trian-
gular trade involved taking goods
frorn Europe to the West coast
of Africa which were exchanged
for African people who were then
enslaved. They were then shipped
to the West Indies and largely
sold to plantation owners. The
luxury goods such as sugar and
cocoa that these slaves produced
were then shipped back to
Europe. It 1s estimated that over
12 million Africans were exported
to the West Indies and became
slaves on the plantations.

The late eighteenth century
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to the formauon of the ‘Society for the Abolition of the Slave
Trade’ in 1787.

Abolition Day and the 1807 Elecz‘z'on’

n May 1807 William Wilberforce, Henry Lascelles and Lord

Milton all stood in an eélection to become Members of
Parliament for Yorkshire. In March of the same year Parliament
had voted for the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade and
this became one of many issues that made the subsequent election
one of national importance.

Wilberforce was well established as an abolitionist but
Lascelles was typified as ‘the son of a plantation owner’ and his
opponents claimed that he would repeal the abolition act given
the chance. :
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POST 1807
"'I'*HE abolition of the slave trade in March 1807 did not actually

come into effect until 1st January 1808 and even then had
a limited 1mpact as the Royal Navy eould not police all the ShlpS
crossing the Atlantic Ocean. After a few years the situation
xmproved and slave trade involving British ships decreased signif-
1cantly. Britain then put pressure on other European powers to
abolish the slave trade.

In the meantime those that had already been transported to the
West Indies weére still enslaved. It was not until 1833 that the Slave
Emancipation Act was passed 1n parhament Slaves in the British
Empire were gradually freed via a compulsmy apprentlceshlp
system which was finally abolished in 1838 In 1836 Henry
Lascelles received £26,309 as compensatlon from the British
Government for the loss of his slaves after emancipation.

FURTHER READING AND
USEFUL WEBSITES

Slavery, Family and Gentry Capitalism in the British Atlantic:
The World of the Lascelles, 1648-1834, Simon D. Smith

Bury the Chains: The British Struggle to Abolish Slavery,
Adam Hochschild

Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Harriet Jacobs
Black Ivory: Slavery in the British Empire, James Walvin
The Interesting Narrative and Other Writings, Olaudoh Equiano
www.harewood.org
www.hull.ac.uk/wise
www.antislavery.org
www.hullcc.gov.uk

www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/maritime/slavery/liverpool

William Wilberforce by John Rising, Hull Museums

Portrait of an African, c.1757-60 (oil on canvas) by Allan Ramsay (1713-84) (arttr. to)
© Royal Albert Memorial Museum, Exeter, Devon, UK/The Bridgeman Art Library
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HAREWOOD

William Wilberforce

Henry Lascelles,
ond Earl of Harewood

A commemoration of the bi-centenary of the
abolition of the slave trade and the Yorkshire
election in 1807 contested by William
Wilberforce, Henry Lascelles and Lord Milton.
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INTRODUCTION

Daniel
1655-1734
= l .
George Henry Edward
1681-1729 1690-1753 1702-1747
1 o]
Edwin, Edward,
Baron Harewood 15t Earl of Harewood
7 1713-1795 1740-1820
LASCELLES Edward Henry,
FAMILY TREE 1764-1814 2nd Earl of Harewood
1767-1841

Henry Lascelles and the West Indies

rrHE Lascelles family association with Barbados started in -

the seventeenth century when Edward Lascelles and latér
his son Daniel were based in Bridgetown. Daniel’s three sons
George, Henry and Edward went on to found the family fortune.

Before 1706 the eldest son George was based in Barbados
working as a sugar merchant. Prior to 1712 his 22 year old brother
Henry had joined him there followed in 1720 by their half brother
Edward. Over the next few decades they amassed a large family
fortune through working as sugar merchants, money lenders,
slave traders, plantation owners, suppliers to the Navy and as
Collectors of Customs for Bridgetown. Between 1713 and 1717
Henry had a financial share in 21 slave ships and was partly
responsible for trading thousands of slaves.
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