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Wilberforce Way Fact File

Route Description - From The 
Deep, Hull the route heads to 
Beverley in the East Riding of 
Yorkshire passing the historic 
Beverley Minster. The route then 
takes in Cherry Burton a fair 
trade village, Goodmanham, 
Market Weighton, 
Nunburnholme, Pocklington and 
finishes at York Minster.

Distance - 60 miles

Terrain - Generally the route is 
mostly easy walking for the 
seasoned walker, however there 
are more strenuous climbs in the 
section after Market Weighton.

Walk Highlights

The Deep on the River Humber 
waterfront at Kingston upon 
Hull. From here there is a fine 
panoramic view of the Humber as 
well as the opportunity to visit 
The Deep, claimed to be the 
world's only submarium.

Wilberforce House Museum is
the birthplace of the man whose 
tireless efforts led to the abolition 
of the slave trade is now a

Beverley Minster gives the 
appearance of a cathedral because 
of its large size but it is actually a 
parish church. The current 
building dates from about 1220. 
Partly because of its importance 
as a place of pilgrimage and also a 
place of sanctuary, the town of 
Beverley grew up adjacent to the 
Minster and by the 14th century 
Beverley had become a wealthy 
town, famous for its wool trade.

During the middle of the 18tn 
century the floor of the Minster 
was taken up and relaid. The

chancel, where the IS1" century 
choir stalls are found, was relaid 
with Italian marble shipped from 
Leghorn by Alderman William 
Wilberforce of Hull, the uncle of 
William Wilberforce. This marble 
is of different colours, placed 
lozenge-wise and gives the 
illusion of 3-D cubes.

St Michael's Church, Cherry 
Burton was built in 1852-53 and 
replaced an earlier church on the 
same site.

St Mary's Church, Etton dates 
from about 1150, has a list of 
rectors going back to!200 and has 
parish registers surviving, almost 
complete, from 1557 to the 
present day. Although the 
building was extensively restored 
and rebuilt in the 19th century, a 
number of fine Norman features

The Hudson Way is named after 
the 19th century Yorkshire 
railway magnate who in 1847 
opened a stretch of rail line from 
York to Market Weighton. 
Hudson wanted the line to 
continue to Beverley but the local 
landowner, Lord Hotham, would 
not at first allow access. He only 
agreed to a railway crossing his 
land on condition that a station 
was built at Kiplingcotes in order

to serve his estate and so the 
extension to Beverley did not 
open till 1865. It survived for 100 
years but, although it was 
profitable, Lord Beeching had it 
closed in 1965.

Kiplingcotes Derby Horse 
Race was founded in 1619 and is 
the oldest endowed horse race in 
the country. The race always takes 
place on the third Thursday in 
March, starting from near the old 
railway station and finishing four 
miles to the north-west close to 
the site of the medieval village 
of Kipling Cotes.

All Hallows Church,
Goodmanham site is of special 
importance in the Christian 
history of Britain.

William Bradley (1787-1820) is 
reputed to be the tallest 
Englishmen ever recorded and his

memorial plaque is on the wall of 
the house where he lived. He 
grew to 7' 9" and weighed 27 
stones. On his death, u is believed 
he was buried secretly in order to 
avoid body-snatchers, who would

have demanded a high price for 
such a large corpse. William 
Bradley was later re-buried in All 
Saints Church. In 2005 the local 
Civic Society created the Giant 
Bradley Heritage Trail in his 
memory.

Burnby Hall Gardens is said to 
have Europe's largest collection 
of hardy water lilies in a natural 
setting. Percy Stewart and his wife 
travelled the world in the days of 
the Big Game hunters and 
brought back with them the 
trophies of their shooting safaris. 
However, it is the 45 varieties of 
water lilies that Percy Stewart left 
which attract thousands of

visitors to Burnby Hall each year.

All Saints Church, Pocklington 
dates largely from the 12th-13th 
century date with a few re-used 
carved Norman stones in the

Melbourne Pocklington 
Canal

— — — circular route
with walk number

KINGSTON 
UPON HULL

porch. In 1835 a beautiful 15th 
century cross-head on a later 
shaft was found buried in the 
churchyard. It is called the 
Sotheby Cross and the Sotheby 
family is known to have lived in 
Pocklington for about 400 years.

Pocklington School was
founded by John Dolman in 1514 
as a grammar school and is now a 
fee-paying boarding and day 
school with a strong Christian 
ethos. William Wilberforce was a 
pupil here for five years from 
1771-1776.

He wrote his first public letter 
against the slave trade when he 
was a 14-year old at the school. 
We are not sure if the letter was 
ever printed. It certainly would 
not have been popular amongst 
those whose wealth was 
dependent on the slave trade.

To mark the 2007 
commemoration, the school is 
honouring Wilberforce's many 
achievements with a specially 
commissioned full size bronze 
creation by local sculptor Sally 
Arnup. However, in contrast 
with the statues in Hull, 
Cambridge and Westminster 
Abbey, the Pocklington statue is 
to be that of Wilberforce the 
schoolboy. The school also owns 
an oil painting of the young 
Wilberforce by the artist 
Arthur Devis. A picture of 
Wilberforce painted when he was 
eleven by John Russell is held at 
the National Portrait Gallery and 
can be viewed online

www.npg.org.uk
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W
ilberforce and the A

bolition of 
the Slave T

rade

T
he transatlantic slave trade started in 

approxim
ately 1450, w

ith the first B
ritish 

slaving expedition is w
idely believed to have 

taken place in 1562. 
It is estim

ated that 
betw

een 9 and 12 m
illion A

fricans w
ere taken 

across the A
tlantic, enduring unspeakable 

conditions on the slave ships w
here m

any 
died on route. 

T
hose w

ho did actually reach 
the W

est Indies and N
o
rth

 A
m

erica, w
ere 

then subjected to dreadful conditions on the 
plantations. 

M
any individuals in B

ritain 
benefited hugely from

 slavery and the 
prosperity of places like L

iverpool and B
ristol 

ow
ed their w

ealth to the slave trade.

In 1780 W
illiam

 
W

ilberforce w
as 

elected M
P for H

ull, 
starting a
parliam

entary career 
lasting 53 years. 

In 
1787 T

he S
ociety for 

the A
bolition of the 

Slave T
rade w

as 
founded w

ith a 
com

m
ittee com

posed m
ainly of dedicated 

Q
xiakers. In 1788, W

ilberforce introduced his 
first anti-slavery m

otion into P
arliam

ent. H
e 

w
ould do the sam

e for the next 18 years 
because the opposition to his cam

paign w
as 

so entrenched.

O
n 22 F

ebruary 1807, the H
ouse of 

C
om

m
ons voted by an overw

helm
ing 

m
ajority, to abolish B

ritish involvem
ent in the 

transatlantic slave trade and on 25 M
arch, 

1807 the Slave T
rade A

bolition B
ill becam

e 
law

. 
It took until 1833 for slavery itself to be 

abolished throughout the B
ritish E

m
pire. 

W
illiam

 W
ilberforce had given 53 years of his 

life to the abolition caxise and he died just 
three days after seeing his efforts succeed.

It is estim
ated that there are still 

approxim
ately 27 m

illion slaves in the w
orld 

today as a result of different form
s of slavery 

including hum
an trafficking, early and forced 

m
arriage and child labour.

"Slavery, I didn't know
 about all these form

s 
that existed. G

enerally people w
ould not 

believe that it is possible under m
odern 

conditions. They w
ould say 'No, I think you 

are m
aking it all up because it's just too 

incredible'." (Archbishop D
esm

ond Tutu 
speaking in H

ull - 2006)

In com
m

em
orating the abolition of the slave 

trade, w
e m

ust also rem
em

ber the m
any other 

abolitionists w
ho w

ere involved; these include 
m

any black abolitionists such as Sam
 Sharpe, 

H
arriet T

ibm
an and O

laudah E
quiano.

O
laudah E

quiano w
as an abolitionist w

hose 
book 'T

he Interesting N
arrative', published in 

1789, w
as key in influencing m

any other 
fellow

 abolitionists of the period. 
E

quiano 
travelled throughout B

ritain prom
oting the 

book and lobbying for abolition. T
he book 

becam
e a bestseller and w

as also published in 
G

erm
any (1790), N

ew
 Y

ork (1791) and 
H

olland (1791). H
e also visited Ireland w

here 
he m

ade several speeches on the evils of the 
slave trade. In E

quiano's lifetim
e, his text 

w
ent through nine B

ritish editions; m
any 

other editions follow
ed after his death in 

1797.

E
quiano's w

as the only account of the 
T

ransatlantic T
rade and of Slavery in A

frica, 
on the M

iddle Passage, as w
ell as in the W

est 
Indies, N

o
rth

 A
m

erica, H
olland, F

rance, 
P

ortugal and B
ritain. H

is first review
ers 

quickly acknow
ledged the significance of the 

N
arrative, w

hich also greatly influenced the 
developm

ent of the nineteenth-century 
A

frican-A
m

erican slave nanv.tive.

T
he E

ast R
iding L

ocal Strategic 
P

artnership and C
om

m
unity 

C
ohesion F

orum
T

he E
ast R

iding L
ocal S

trategic P
artnership is 

an um
brella partnership that brings together 

130 organisations from
 public, private, 

com
m

unity and voluntary sectors to im
prove 

the quality of life in the E
ast R

iding. 
It does 

this through developing and delivering a 
com

m
unity plan w

hich ensures partners w
ill 

w
ork together for the benefit of all residents 

and visitors, both now
 and in the futxire. 

T
he 

com
m

unity plan is entitled 'O
u

r E
ast R

iding 
2006-2016' and is available at 
w

w
w

.eastriding.gov.uk. F
or m

ore inform
ation 

on the L
ocal S

trategic P
artnership contact 

carl.duck@
eastriding.gov.uk or telephone 

01482 
391424.

T
he C

om
m

unity C
ohesion F

orum
 is one of a 

num
ber of groups w

orking under the L
ocal 

S
trategic P

artnership. 
T

he F
orum

 com
prises 

m
em

bers from
 faith groups, the police, fire, 

health, the council, and voluntary sector. 
C

om
m

unity C
ohesion is defined as a 

com
m

on vision and sense of belonging in an 
area w

here positive relations exist betw
een 

people from
 different cultures, backgrounds 

and circum
stances.

B
uilding a cohesive com

m
unity in the E

ast 
R

iding of Y
orkshire, w

ith its rural 
environm

ent, isolated, dispersed and diverse 
com

m
unities, offers a real challenge to all of 

us. 
T

he issues w
e need to overcom

e include 
racism

, anti-social behaviour, discrim
ination

and deprivation. 
Individuals and groups 

w
hich m

ay find them
selves excluded from

 
com

m
unities include G

ypsies and T
ravellers, 

m
igrant w

orkers, gay m
en and lesbians, som

e 
young people, people w

ith learning difficulties 
and people w

ith physical disabilities and 
m

ental health problem
s.

T
he C

om
m

unity C
ohesion F

orum
 has 

developed a strategy, w
hich hopes to build 

better understanding betw
een groups and 

individuals, to ensure our com
m

unities are 
w

elcom
ing and supportive to everyone, based 

on m
utual respect for diverse cultures, 

nationalities, backgrounds and circum
stances.

T
he Y

orkshire and H
um

ber 
F

aiths F
orum

E
stablished in 2005, the Y

orkshire and 
H

um
ber F

aiths F
orum

 aim
s to:

A
dvance the contribution of faith 

com
m

unities in the Y
orkshire and H

um
ber 

region;

Encourage and educate faith com
m

unities to 
w

ork together in m
atters of policy, strategy 

and action

C
hallenge all form

s of discrim
ination and 

injustice against persons or groups of people, 
particularly in the grounds of religious belief 

F
or further inform

ation on the F
aiths F

orum
 

see 
w

w
w

.vorkshireandhum
berfaiths.org.uk/about

P
ictured: D

om
inic M

oghal, P
atricia Forness and 

C
ouncillor B

lake-Jam
es


