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WEST YORKSHIRE PLAYHOUSE, HEADLONG THEATRE,
BIRMINGHAM REPERTORY THEATRE,
LIVERPOOL EVERYMAN & PLAYHOUSE AND LYRIC HAMMERSMITH
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6 to 24 November

Rough 
Crossings
By Simon Schama
Adapted for the stage by Gary I Phillips

As the American War of Independence reaches its 
climax, a plantation slave and a British Naval Officer 
embark on an epic journey in search of freedom. 
Divided by barriers of race, but united in their ambitions 
for equality, their convictions will change attitudes 
towards slavery forever...

Sweeping from the deep south of America to the 
scorched earth of West Africa, Rough Crossings is a 
compelling true story of human courage, political will 
and the heroic struggle for a home.

The award-winning writer Caryl Phillips adapts 
Simon Schama's brilliantly provocative account to mark 
the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the slave trade 
in the British Empire.

"gripping, moving, illuminating 
and truthful"
The Sunday Times on
Simon Schama's Rough Crossings

"Fascinating, poignant and 
illuminating"
Evening Standard
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