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Source 1: An inventory of a merchant’s shop in Durham
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The inventory of John Walker. (DUL ref: DPR 1691/W5/1)



Source 2: A Bill of Sale
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Bill of Sale detailing the purchase of sugar and other items. (DUL ref: CCB B/218/34/2)



Source 3: Map of the world
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Source 4a: A justification for slavery

E oot &

Extract of a speech made by Colonel Phipps. Taken from The Debate on a Motion for the Abolition of the
Slave Trade, 1791. (DUL ref: Bamburgh O V 14)

Source 4b: Another justification for slavery

A

;,'",_ " Smte qf ﬂ:e Questaon

S 9D 3 S
p'!?he cme}g;esef the Spaniards ha,vmg extit-
pated the native inhabitants of the Weft Indian
Colonies, the proprictors of thofe fetdemens
 had recourfe to the labour of Negro Slaves for
dl.ﬂ‘»?ﬂi vation of the ground, ¢ the excavation of
the mines, and the manufacture of fuch aricks
as are not exported in the ftate of raw produce.
The robuft conftitution of the Africans was
found peculiarly well adapted o thofe kinds of
work in a climate too fultry for Europeans.
As the .cﬁ}ni\tatiog, of the colonies increafed
the demand for Negroes rofe in proportion;
‘and thcu' laboux foon came to be viewed as an
effential part of rural ceconomy in the Weft In-
dies. The extenfion of the colomal agriculture |
became as infeparably connecled with the pur-
 chafe of Slaves, as the improvement of wafte
land in Europe, is connected with the acquifi-
tion of live ftock, to fupply the blanks °‘3C'3j



Source 4c: An explanation for why slavery necessary

£ 3)

- What renders the Mgroe—dee il

more eftimable and important, is, that
near Nine-tenths of thofe Negroes are paid
for in Africa with Britifh Produce and
Manufaétures only 5 -and the Remain- =
der with Egff-India Commodities. We We fend
fend 5o Specie ‘or Bullion fo pay for the?; ool
Produ@s of Africa, but, ’tis certain, we to 4fica,
bring from thence very large Quantities of S
Gold ; and not only that but /ax and thence.
Tvory 5 the one ferves for a foreign Export

- without the ‘leaft Detriment to our own

- Produc& ; the other is ‘manufaGured at
Home, and afterwards carried to foreign
Markets, to no little Advantage both to
the Nation and the Traders. From which
Falts, the Trade to Africa may very truly
be faid to be, as it were, all Profit to the
Nation ; the diref Trade thither affords a
confiderable national Ballance in our Fa-
vour, and is apparently attended with fuch
aSeries of advantagious Confequences, that
no other Branch whatever of our foreion
Traffic admits of, =

Extract from The National and Private Advantages of the African Trade Considered by Malachy

Postlethwayt, London 1746. (DUL ref: Winterbottom K 12)




Source 4d: A justification for slavery

- And it may be worth Confideration,
that while our Plantations depend only on
Planting by Negroe-Servants, they will
neither depopulate our own Country, be-
come independent of her Dominion, - or
any way interfere with the Interefls of the

i -niBoz S Britifh

(4)

Ne]%wf: Britiflh Manufasturer, Merchant, or Land.
frvethe €d Gentleman : Whereas were we. under
Depen- - the Neceffity of. fupplying our Colo-
Sur Colo. Dies with %7bite-Men inftead of Blacks,
niesin  they could not fail being in a Capacity
Great-  to interfere with the Manufactures of this
Nation, in Time to fhake off their De-
pendency thereon, and prove as injurious
to the Landed, and Trading-Interefls as

ever they have hitherto been beneficial,

Extract from The National and Private Advantages of the African Trade Considered by Malachy
Postlethwayt, London 1746. (DUL ref: Winterbottom K 12)




Source 4e: Another justification of slavery

~ Many are prepoflefled againft this Trade,
thinking it @ barbarous, inbuman, end un-
lawful Traffic for 4 Chriflian Gountry fo
Trade in Blacks; to which I would beg
leave to obferve ; that though the odieus
Appellation of Slkwes is annexed to this
Trade, it being called by fome the Skwe-
Trade, yet it does not appear from the befk
Enquiry I have been able to make, that
the State of . thofe People is: changed for
the worfe, by being Servants to our Bri
tifb Planters- in America; they are cer=
tainly treated with great Lenity and Hu-
manity : And as the Improvement of the
Planter’s Eftates depends upon due Care
being taken of their Healths and Lives, !
cannot but think their Condition 1is much
bettered to what it was in their own Coun=
try.

Extract from The National and Private Advantages of the African Trade Considered by Malachy
Postlethwayt, London 1746. (DUL ref: Winterbottom K 12)




What was the Middle
Passage really like?




Source 1: The view of a slave ship captain

Slaves on board are, moft affuredly, treated hu-
manely. Rice is a principal article of their food on
the Windward Coait, alio caffada, palm-oil, many
glutinous herbs, pepper; on the coalt often fifh.
When rice enough cannot be got, fhips carry out
beans and ftock-fith; and from Africa, palm-oil,
- pepper, fheep, goats, fowls. .The beans are cene-

rally fplit, but has feen them otherwife. Never
knew flaves on board without plenty of food. It is
almoft the fole employment of the officers to ferveP. 82.
them. The natives of Angola live on caflada, fifh,

and 4 ligtle Indian corn. Angola affording no food,

{hips always carry out beans, and he always called

at

22 AFRICA, Kn~Nozx.

1789. at the Wood Coaft for rice, when to be got (fee

“~~ p.93.) Never faw the negroes want water on the
paffage. Ships from the Windward Coaft fometimes
water at S. Leone; though all fhips employ the na-
tives to bring water. They conftantly take about
one gallon per head per day, for two months, but
generally 10 weeks, from the Windward Coaft,
The paffage being more certain from Angola, lefs
water is fuppofed {ufficient.

PRSPt TS el e N A e Yt Y NN EUR

In good \Jweather, the flaves are on deck all day,
and the grown ones below at night. Many of the
younger ones run where they pleafe night and day.
Never fuppofed one died from crowding. Trade-
wind, they go from under the gratings to keep
from cold. :

Every attention is paid to the fick. For his 6
voyages as furgeon he vifited them 3 or 4 times in
the night. All fhips are amply fupplied with me-
dicines, fago, wine, &c. Cleanlinefs, fumigations,
&c. and above all, frefh air fupplied.

L VS ~ NS X
Extract of evidence given by Mr Knox to a Select Committee of the Privy Council. Taken from Abridgement of

the Minutes of Evidence taken before a Select Committee on the Slave Trade, 1789. (DUL ref: Bamburgh O
V 13)



Source 2: The view of a slave ship surgeon

P, 84. Slavesin the paflage are fo clrowaed below, that
it 1s impoffible to walk through them, without tread-
ing on them; thofe who are out of irons, are Jocked
fpoonways (in the technical phrafe) to one another ;
it is the firlt mate’s duty to fee them ftowed 1n this
way every morning ; thofe who Jo not get quickly
into their places, are compelled by the cat. In this
fituation, when the thip had much motion, they were
often miferably bruifed. In the paflage, when' the
fcuttles muft be fhut, the gratings are not [ufficient
for airing the rooms; he neyer himfelf could breathe
freely, unlels immediately under the hatchway.

Never faw ventilators ufed in thefe fhips; 3 W”;.gi'i

AFRICA. TROTTER. 37

{ai] was often tried on the coaft, but he remembers 1790.
none ufed in the paffage. Has feen the flaves draw-Parc I1.
ing their breath with all thofe la_borlou§ and anxious V=~
efforts for life, which is obferved in expiring animals,
fubjected by experiment to foul air, or in the ex-
haufted receiver of an air pump ; has alfo feen them,

when the tarpawlings have inadvertently been thrown

over the gratings, attempting to heave them up,
crying out, Kickeraboo,'klckeraboo,” i.e. « We

«'are dying;” on removing the tarpaw]lngs and
gratings, they would fly to the hatchway with all the

figns of terror, and (.iread of fuffocation ; many whom

he has feen in a dying ftate, have recovered, by be-p. 85,
ing brought thither, or on the deck; others were
irrecoverably loft, by fuffocation, having had no pre-

vious figns of indifpofition.

Slaves, on being brought on board, fhew figns of
extreme diftrefs and defpair, from a feeling of their
fituation, and regret at being torn from friends and
connettions ; many retain thofe imprefiions for a
long time ; in proof of which, the flaves being often
heard in the night, making an howling melanclioly
noife, expreflive of extreme anguifh; he repeatedly

e S P SrasY R 1 1 .

Extract of evidence given by Mr Trotter to a Select Committee of the Privy Council. Taken from Abridgement
of the Minutes of Evidence taken before a Select Committee on the Slave Trade, 1789. (DUL ref: Bamburgh

OV 13)



Source 3: Evidence of a slave — Olaudah Equiano’s account

. “‘U' 1 was not

:“ Eék aDd low

one of them held me fa& hy the hands,
and laid me acrofs I think the windlaf;
and ted my feet,while the other flogged
me feverely. I had never experienced
any thing of this kind before; and al.
though, not being ufed to the warer,
I naturally feared that clement the firft
time [ faw it, yet neverthele& could]
have got over the nettings, 1 would
“have jumped over the fide, but I could
'«3;,, and beﬁdes, the crew u(cd (o




Slave life




Source 1: Account of a feast

60 W. InDiES,—N. AMERICA. CaAMPEBELL.

179o.  Negroes are naturally fond of gay drefs, and tho’
Parc II. allowed fufficient working day cloaths, they buy
w—~ fine cloaths for Sundays. It is very common, in

Grenada and the Ceded Iflands, to fee field-negroes

in white dimity jackets and breeches, and fine Hol-

land fhirts; and the women in muilins, and 4 or g

India muflin Handkerchiefs on their heads, at 8 or

1o fh. each. He has often feen flaves give feafts to

P. 146. 100 or 200 other flaves, with every rarity and wines,
which he could not have given for £ 6o fter. and

- they very often borrow their mafter’s plate and linen

~ to entertain their friends. Thefe feafts are very fre-
uent amongft the flaves. When large hogs are

killed by the plantation-negroes, they are commonly

fold to the reft, in fmall quantities.

- ‘- "~

Extract of evidence given by Alexander Campbell to a Select Committee of the Privy Council. Taken from

Abridgement of the Minutes of Evidence taken before a Select Committee on the Slave Trade, 1789. (DUL
ref: Bamburgh O V 13)




Source 2: Account of punishments

General treatment of the negroes was very cruel.
He lived neat the market-place of St. George’s, at
Grenada, where negroes were flogged every day by
the particular orders of their mafters ; they were tied
down upon the ground, every ftroke brought blood,

and very

often took out a piece of the flefh. Saw

them often in chaips, thus marked. A French
planter fent for a furgeon to cut off the leg of a
negroe, who had run away. On the furgeon’s re-

120

1790-

Parc 11.

oy~

‘P. 300.

fuling

fufing to do it, the planter took an iron bar and broke
the leg in pieces, and then the furgeon cut it off,
This planter did many fuch acts of cruelty, and 4]
with impunity. It did not appear to be the public
opinion that any punifhment was due to him, for the
it was generally known, he was equally well receiy-
ed in fociety afterwards as before.

Walked into the country at Grenada, almoft daily,
Many of the field-negroes bore the ma.rks of the
whip on their bodies, and feveral worked in the ﬁgt]ds
in chains. Whip is made of a thong of cow’s hide,
about half an inch in breadth, with large knots on

it in feveral places. The day after his arrival at An-

= S TPeR i BIETTEl R S nnf’:nﬂnr‘ N

Extract of evidence given by William Dalrymple to a Select Committee of the Privy Council. Taken from

Abridgement of the Minutes of Evidence taken before a Select Committee on the Slave Trade, 1789. (DUL
ref: Bamburgh O V 13)




Source 3: Account of work on a plantation

86 W. InpiEs.—N., AMERTCA, Tiroly
1799. . Negroes in Nevis a ear in %
_ the -
Part 11. work til] abm}t 0, whgg they brcai?ﬁt .a ?6 Ol
P. 28, 10 refume their work, which is continuc:i to *'l-wﬁm
are then difcharged till 2, in this inter iy
crop, the major pa , e Ml
: jor part of the gang are expecteq
bring a fm.all bundle of grafs, during cl:-o o
cattle fed with fliced cane-tops. At 2 o’clocllz.' e
enter the field again, and work il 6, and aboutthcy
if out of crop, a few bundles of grafs are again tlirom?;:
Once a week allowance given out to the head of each
family, either at 12 at noon, or about 7 at night,

omen with Ahildvan ae Lo L___n

Extract of evidence given by Mr Thomas to a Select Committee of the Privy Council. Taken from
Abridgement of the Minutes of Evidence taken before a Select Committee on the Slave Trade, 1789. (DUL

ref: Bamburgh O V 13)




Source 4: Account of a slave sale

JUIDUE URLAVL SR LR WA wwsatray  ©7 == ==3 §

vey a more precise idea of the scene :—* The
poor Africans, says he, who were to be s?ld,
were exposed naked, in a large empty build-
ing like an open barn. Those who came
with intention to purchase, minutely inspect-
ed them ; handled them, made them jump,
and stamp with their feet, and throw out
their arms and their legs ; turned them about ;
looked into their mouths; and, according to
the usual rules of traffic with respect to cattle,
examined them, and made them shew them-
selves in a variety of ways, to try if they were
sound and healthy. All this was distressful
and humiliating ; but a wound still more se-
vere was iuflicted on the feelings, by some of
the purchasers selecting only such as their

| 135
jludg‘mcnt led them to prefer, regardless of
the bonds of nature and affection.”

“ The husband was taken from the wife,
children separated from their parents, and
the lover torn from his mistress.”

Account of a slave sale taken from William Wilberforce, A Letter on the Abolition of the Slave Trade,
addressed to the freeholders and other inhabitants of Yorkshire, London, 1807. (DUL ref: Winterbottom M

80)



Source 5: The separation of families

,K“(i:: 7th of August, 1823, nineteen individuals became escheats of
the Crown ; and in eleven days from that 8me, namely, on the 18th of
Angust, 1823, they were all sold by public auction, with the exception
of two who effected their escape, and the net proceeds of their sale were

A into the Treasury of Great Britain. The transaction, bad enough
a itself, will be in no small degree aggravated, when we consider all
{he circumstances of it, and especiall; the cruel separation of families
which was sanctioned by the agents of the Crown. The following are
the particulars of this opprobrious sale, as they are given under the offi-
dl signature of “ Lionel Parke, Receiver General of his Majesty's
(asunl Revenue.”

1. Quow, aged 55, father of Casar, sold to Thomas Louis, for £45.

2. Cesar, aged 27, son of Quow, to Samuel Henery, for £90.

3. Orange, aged 67, mother of October, to B. T. Young, for £5.

4. October, aged 44, son of Orangé, to C. Crouch, for £46.

5. Abel, aged 49, husband of Lubbah, and father of Thomas, Kitty,
ad Becky, sold to Henry Tudor, for £32. 10s.

6. Lubbah, aged 40, wife of Abel, and mother of his children, sold
#50 to Henry Tudor, for £38. She appears to have been put up sepa-
ntely, and Mr. Tudor appears to have bid high in order to obtain her.
dks'll'homas, aged 16, son of Abel and Lubbah, sold to H. Mozely,
8. Kitty, 13, daughter of Abel and Lubbah, to Joshua Levi,
i tlymaged , daughter of Abel and :

9. Becky, aged 6, daughter of Abel and Lubbah, to Mr.Alsup, for £25.

Again, Deborah, Sukey, Betsey,' Polly, and Thomas, are brothers
and sisters, Sukey has one chilz, Betsey three, and Polly one. They
are thus disposed of,

10. Deborah, aged 28, is sold to W. Straker, for £15.

. . 9
IL. Sukey, aged 26, mother of Jas. Willian, {are sold, in one lo

: ed ! ;
12. James William, aged 13, son of Sukey, ;.g}}‘g"'j“ Howel

1. Beu;ey, aged 34, mother of Caroline, . .
Grace, and Medorah, . . . . . . . mue) ﬁi.e;nl‘:‘:hl:(;'
Caroline, aged 4, daughter of Betsey, . ( g0 £50. ?
12’ Grace, agcs 21, daughter of Betsey, . P >N
for QIM;&:"&“. aged 9, daughter of Betsey, is sold to Willian Austin,

»

|

Extract from The slave colonies of Great Britain; or A picture of negro slavery drawn by the colonists
themselves, London, 1826. (DUL ref: Routh 66 E 8/8)



The Anti-Slavery
debate




Source 1: An early attack on slavery

[ 31 ]

our Colonies, he fays : ¢ We all know that they
¢ (the Negroes) are purchafed from their Princes,
¢ who pretend to have a Right to difpofe of them,
¢ and that they are, like other Commodities,
¢ tranfported by the Merchants, who have
¢ bought them, into America, in order tobe ex-
¢ pofed to Sale. If this Trade admits of a moral
¢ orarational Juftification, every Crime, even
¢ the molt atrocious, may be juftified. Govern-
¢ ment was inftituted for the Good of Mankind ;
¢ Kings, Princes, Governors, are not Proprietors
¢ of thofe who are fubjeét to their Authority,
¢ they have not a Right to make them miferable.
¢ On the contrary, their Authority is vefted in
¢ them, that they may, by the juft Exercife of it,
¢ promote the Happinefs of their People. Of
¢ Courle, they have not a Right to difpofe of their
¢ Liberty, and to fell them for Slaves. Befides,
¢ no Man has aRight to acquire orto purchafe
¢ them; Men and their Liberty are not iz Com-
mercio, they are not either faleable or purchafe-
able. One, therefore, has no body but himfelf
to blame, in cafe he fhall find himfelf deprived
of a Man, whom he thought he had, by buying
¢ for a Price, made his own ; for he dealt in 2
¢ Trade which was illicit, and was prohibited by
¢ the moft obvious Dictates of Humanity. For
¢ thefe Reafons every one of thofe unfortunate
* Men, who are pretended tobe Slaves, has a
¢ Right to be declared to be free, for he never
¢ loft his Liberty; he could not lofe it 5 his Prince
¢ had no Power to difpofe of him. Of Courfe the
¢ Sale was ipfo Fare void. This Right he carries
: about with him, and is entitled every where to
? get i declared. As foon, therefore, as he

¢ comes

e & a8 o

Extract from A short account of that part of Africa, inhabited by the negroes by Anthony Benezet, 1768. (DUL
ref: Bamburgh O V 15)

Arguments against the institution of slavery first started to be heard in the 1760s voiced by
men such as Granville Sharp and Anthony Benezet. The stance they took was simple: men and
their liberty were not commercial products and therefore should not be sold. Today this belief
is enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights but in the 18th it was far from being
accepted. Indeed, it was not until the 1780s that popular interest in the anti-slavery

movement started to awaken.




Source 2: The view of Granville Sharp

¢ 725 )

dom, which is already much too numerous,
Therefore, even if there fhould be really
any inconvenience or hardfhip upon the
mafter, contrary or different to what I have
fuppofed, 'tis certainly not to be lamented,
becaufe the public good feems to require
fome reftraint of this unnatural increafe of
black fubjeés.

Though the advocates for Slavery fhould
fet forth their plea of PRIVATE PROPERT Y
(the only plea they can alledge with any the
leaft appearance of juftice) in the very beft
light that it is capable of, yet I flatter my-
felf, that the foregoing confiderations will be
fufficient to balance it : becaufe A prRivATE
PROPERTY, which is unnatural in itfelf, in-
convenient and burtful to the public, and. (a-
bove all) plainly contrary to the laws and
conflitutions of this kingdom, cannot jultly be
otherwifeefteemed, #banas A PRIVATE pRO-
PERTY in contraband_goods, the forfeiture
of which, no good citizen ought to regret.

It cannot reafonably be alledged, that the
fervice of Slaves is neceffary in England,
whilft fo many of our own free fellow-fub-
Jje&s want bread.

If the Englifh labourer is not able, with
hard work, to carn more than what will

barely

Extract from A representation of the injustice and dangerous tendency of tolerating slavery by Granville
Sharp, 1769. (DUL ref: Bamburgh O V 17/1)

Granville Sharp was one of the first people in this country to speak out against slavery. Born in
Durham, he moved to London and eventually took up a post in the civil service. In 1765, Sharp
was at his surgeon brother's house when a black man called Jonathan Strong arrived. Strong
was a slave who had been very badly beaten by his master, David Lisle, and was close to
death. Sharp and his brother took him to hospital where it took him four months to recover.
Once in full health, Lisle paid two men to recapture Strong. Sharp argued that since Strong
was in England he could not be a slave since slavery did not exist in this country. In 1768, the
Court accepted this argument and ruled in Strong's favour. Sharp later took up the cases of
other slaves such as Thomas Lewis and James Somersett and in 1787 founded the Society for
the Abolition of the Slave Trade with Thomas Clarkson.




Source 3: The moral impact of slavery

F

} PREFACE. vii

Fr:_om this: source: of Slavery, then, flows every
species of personal suffering and moral degradation,
until its wretched yictim is sunk ‘almost. to the
level of the brute ; with this farther disadvantagé;
'th,at,- not being wholly irrational, he is capable of
ipspiring greater degrees of terror, resentment, and
ayersion, and will therefore seem to his owner to
reguine and to Justify severer measures of coercion.

And let it not be forgotten, that Slavery is itself
not merely the effect, it is alsa the very cause, of
the Slave Trade—of that system of fraud and
violence by which Slaves are procured.  If Slavery
were extinct, the Slave Trade must cease. = But
while it is suffered to exist, that murderous traffic
will still find a fatal incentive in the solicitude of
the Slaveholder to supply the waste of life which
his cupidity and cruelty have occasioned. Thus,
‘in every point of view, is Slavery productive of
the worst consequences to all the parties concerned.
Besides all the direct and wide-wasting injuries
which itinflicts on its immediate victims, it substi-
tutes for the otherwise peaceful merchant a blood-
thirsty pirate trading in human flesh; and, by
ministering to pride, avarice, and sensuality, by
exciting the angry passions, and hardening the heart
against the best feelings of our nature, it tends
to convert the owner of Slaves into a mereiless
tyrant,

The Society, be it remembered, are not now en-
deavouring to rouse indignation against particular
acts of extraordinary cruelty, or to hald up to

e S ees

Extract taken from Substance of the debate in the House of Commons, on the 15th May, 1823, on a motion
for the mitigation and gradual abolition of slavery throughout the British dominions, 1823.

The anti-slavery campaigners were keen to point out the impact of slavery not only on the
slaves but on all those involved in the trade. In this extract, the author writes that slavery
causes men to become cruel and tyrannical. Slave owners become more and more terrifying
and merchants become blood-thirsty pirates. The only way to end the suffering of all
concerned is to put an end to slavery.




Source 4: An economic argument
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One of the most common arguments used by the pro-slavery movement to defend slavery was

to draw attention to the economic benefits that derived from it. Much of their literature refers
to the value of the West Indies trade and its importance to the maritime industry. The anti-

slavery campaigners tried hard to refute these arguments knowing they would hold sway with
Parliament. This map was used by the anti-slavery movement to show that the duties used to

protect the sugar producers of the West Indies made little economic sense.




Source 6: Resistance by slaves

na

lllustration of an insurrection on board a slave ship taken from An essay on colonization, particularly applied
to the western coast of Africa, with some free thoughts on cultivation and commerce by Carl Wadstrom,
1795. (DUL ref: Winterbottom + L45-46)

It is often easy to overlook the part played by the slaves themselves in the struggle to end
slavery: their efforts overshadowed by the parliamentary campaigners and the actions of
people in this country. However, this is a mistake. Resistance to enslavement often started on
board the slave ships; with some slaves preferring to throw themselves overboard rather than
endure enslavement. This caused many masters to shackle the male slaves together or to
erect nets round the sides of the ship to prevent their escape.




The defence of
slavery




Source 1: Therights of property
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Newspaper cutting from the Jamaica Courant detailing the resolutions of a meeting held in July 1831. (DUL

ref: GRE B148/33)

To many slave owners, slaves were merely chattels and should, therefore, be subject to the

same laws as any other kind of property. At this meeting held in July 1831, the slave owners

declared their intention to uphold their rights as Britons and make a stand against any

measure designed to deprive them of their property.







Sources 2 and 3: Economic arguments submitted by the West India Planters
and Merchants

The Committee of West India Planters and Merchants was formed in the late eighteenth
century to represent the interests of plantation owners and traders who lived in the West
Indies and in England (specifically around London). In the first few decades of its existence,
much of its time was spent defending slavery and the slave trade. In this memorial found
amongst the papers of Earl Grey, they argue that ending slavery would result in commercial
disaster for the country.

Although they were unsuccessful in their attempts to prevent the abolition of slavery the
Committee of West India Planters and Merchants did manage to win a substantial
compensation package - they were given £20 million when slavery was abolished in 1833.
After slavery was abolished, the Committee remained in existence and started to campaign
against the removal of beneficial duties on West Indian sugar and encourage immigration of
labourers from India, Africa and China to replace slave labour.




Source 2: An economic argument
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Extract of resolutions passed by the West India Planters and Merchants, 1831. (DUL ref: GRE B57/12/12/1-2



Source 3a: A shared sin
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Source 3b: A shared sin continued
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Memorial from the West Indies Planters and Merchants, 25 February 1833. (DUL ref: GRE B57/12/19/1)



Source 4: Resolutions of the planters and merchants

4

And at a MEETING held on the 16th May, 1833:

The Right Hon. the VISCOUNT ST. VINCENT in the Chair:

It was Resolved unanimously,

That Mr.SECRETARY STANLEY having communicated to the Deputation
: . SECRET: con .
the Standing Committee of West India Planters and Mer-

appointed by 3 ;
h: ; he measure proposed by him to Parliament, the

chants, the outline of t
Committee have to observe:

The right of the proprietor in his slaves and th.eir‘ issue is clear and
undeniable. This property was created by Great Brltal}x, am‘1 by her sold
and guaranteed to her colonists. The abstract question of moral right
need ;lot be ncticed, because, if an untenable right has been received by
purchase or otherwise from its original source, compensation or retribution
must be made from that source for defective title when ascertained.

There is no difference between a proprietor of slaves and of chattel
property, in any one *‘legal” relation in which such property can be

involved.

In many cases it was made a condition, that upon the land granted
to him by the Crown, the grantee should place and keep up a certain
number of slaves.

The mode and form of mortgaging slaves and their issue—and of con-
veying and transferring such mortgages—were clauses of an Act of the
58th Geo. I11. passed in 1819, and of the 5th Geo. IV. passed in 1824.

The government of this country has itself sold estates, with the slaves
upon them, and their issue to be born, to British subjects, as late as 1808.*

d It is true that Resolutions were passed in the House of Commons
in _18'23, contemplating the termination of slavery hereafter— * at the
earliest practicable period”—not through the hasty and dangerous derange-
ment of a system, which has existed for centuries, and which, however
repugnant to the feelings, might in its immediate abolition be productive of

. v x 1
ide Appendix (A.) for the Act of Parliament, and snles actually made under its authority.

Extract of resolutions passed by the West India Planters and Merchants, 1833. (DUL ref: GRE/ B148/52)

Like many of the other sources, this extract of resolutions passed by the West India
Planters and Merchants in 1833, demonstrates their fundamental belief that slaves were
chattels and should be treated as such. What is distressing about this source is that
nowhere in the entire document are slaves referred to as people - only as a form of

property.




Source 5: Graphs showing level of imports and exports
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Graphs taken from William Playfair, The commercial and political atlas, London, 1786. (DUL ref:
Winterbottom K12)




