The Journey to the New World

Life for the enslaved Africans

on board the slave ships was extremely harsh.
They were shackled and

placed in the cargo hold below deck.

They were often placed on two tiers of shelving
with no room for adults to stand in.

Many cargo holds had shelves

less than 18 inches apart.

There were no toilets on board ship and
the slaves below decks had no choice but
to go to the toilet where they lay.

In these filthy conditions

diseases spread very quickly.

On board, food was scarce.
Malnutrition, dehydration and diseases
caused by drinking unclean water
were common amongst the slaves.

During the Transatlantic slave trade

it is estimated that between

9 and 15 million Africans

embarked on the middle passage.

Of these people, between 3 and 5 million died
whilst making this journey

from Africa to the Americas.

Below: Brookes’ slave ship image. Above: Detail of ‘Whitby’ by Joseph Murray Ince.

Showing enslaved Africans Large slaving ships leaving British ports

packed tightly together on board a slave ship. often had to be guided out to open waters by smaller boats
Copyright: Wilberforce House, Hull Museums, Hull City Council. Herefordshire Heritage Services
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What was an enslaved life like?

At the end of

the terrible “Middle Passage” journey across the oceans,
slaves were sold at auctions

to plantation owners in the Caribbean.

The plantation owners would give their slaves

English first names and

they were often given the surname

of the estate manager or owner.

They were now the property of another person.
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Take a look at the inventories of slaves on display.

Note how the slaves have been described,
from their physical description
to notes about what work they do on the estate.

Take a look at the copy of the account books
for the Wolley’s plantation.

It shows the number of slaves owned

in each year and the amount of

sugar and rum produced in each year.

The copy of the deeds of sale

for the Westwood and Rodriguez plantation

clearly shows the attitudes of

the estate owners to their chattel slaves:

“To sell and dispose of such Negroe slaves and

cattle or such of them or any part thereof

as shall become useless, worn out or

unfit for service and to purchase others in their place”.
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Above:
Moccas Court, home of the Cornewall family.

Hereordshire Heritage Services.

Left:
Names, ages and occupations of
enslaved workers, 1811.

Copyright: Herefordshire Archives Services.

Below:
Description of enslaved people on Lataste estate.

Copyright: Herefordshire Archives Services.
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Above: Map showing sugar estates in Grenada.

Copyright: Herefordshire Archives Services.

Below from left to right: Sugar tongs, sugar bowl
and sugar sifter. Hereforashire Heritage Services.

Left:

Wolley family estates year-on-year productivity chart.
Copyright: Shropshire Archives.



Life as a Plantation Slave

The Cornewall family i e
who lived at Moccas Court, Herefordshire and
the Wolley family from Shropshire

both owned sugar plantations

on the Caribbean island of Grenada.

They used slaves on these plantations

as either agricultural labourers or domestic staff.
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Working on a sugar plantation was hard work,
the hours were long and conditions harsh.
The slaves had to work all day in the hot sun
with no time to rest or eat food.

The plan of the Lataste estate

shows that the plantation animals

had more living space than the slaves

who worked on the plantation.
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Plantation owners did not care about

the well-being of their slaves.

The slaves were treated as just another part

of the plantation stock.

If they were too old or weak to work

they could be disposed of as easily as a broken tool.
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The Cornewall family used the profits from
their Grenadian plantation to develop and
expand their Herefordshire estate.

Plan of Lataste estate.
Copyright: Herefordshire Archives. Services.
e e NN AN TR 7 Fi R

A '
X ,/J’(nfﬁm;f -ﬂ’u\:}'-)

£ Sariecary sl — 5 Ji & _1
Cownreces Fpr cratid s A "7/'/& /7

" — 3 | z
% ﬁ(‘:ﬁ:r g F(Qﬁtif’ /&/f,l)" EEeA ﬂf//d._&‘f /77—4‘_‘# M’ﬁr
! & 7

Above right: %
Charges for return of escaped /‘ - ey
slaves to the Lataste estate. e e
Copyright: . . L e |
Herefordshire Archives Services. FREFSD “z z By g:"’”m A ;‘/%@9 i Llites
Right: Sugar mill. Hss S < S - e
Wikimedia commons. ;""‘"""”Q' 2 ol TR /‘i&r ool o s el e
I i : 2. Z. &
L!G?:ﬁfﬂf LB -

Above: Descriptions of enslaved people.

Copyright: Herefordshire Archives Services.
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Below: Sugar cane. wikimedia commons.
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Above: Inventories of enslaved people:
descriptions of their deaths.
Below: Descriptions of invalids.

Copyright: Herefordshire Archives Services.
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Suffering in the Caribbean
brings local luxury

Ferdinando Gorges,

(also known as “King of the Black Market”),
spent his life involved in the slave trade.

He was a sugar plantation owner and a slave trader.
In 1673, he used the fortune he had made
from his involvement in the slave trade

to purchase Eye Manor in Herefordshire.

He retired to Eye Manor and

spent his fortune rebuilding the house.

Living in rural Herefordshire

in the luxury of Eye Manor

was a world away from the terrible conditions
to which he had subjected

hundreds of enslaved Africans.

Sir John Hawkins’ profits from
his slave trading activities
also found their way back to Herefordshire. Eye Manor, Herefordshire.
After John’s death, Lady Margaret Hawkins rloriorishi o™,
bequeathed the building of a school
with a well equipped library in Kington,
‘Lady Hawkins’ School” in 1632.

This school is still educating the children
of Kington nearly 400 years later.
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Above: Bag decorated with insect wing cases from tropical areas.

Herefordshire Heritage Services.

Left: Luxury goods like this dress were often purchased with money
gained from involvement in the slave trade.

Herefordshire Heritage Services.

Below: Lady Hawkins School, Kington, 1907.

Copyright: Kington Museum.
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Abolition

In Britain, a group of people

called the Abolitionists

worked to bring about the abolition

of the Transatlantic slave trade.

These people saw the inhumanity of the trade and
the terrible effects it had on enslaved peoples.
They worked to raise public understanding of slavery
and petitioned Parliament

to convince the government

to change the slave trade laws.

Religious communities such as the Quakers

also supported the abolitionist cause,

as well as enslaved people themselves,

who did a lot to ensure

the trade in human life did not continue.

For example, Olaudah Equiano was a slave.
He wrote a book in 1789 called

“An Interesting narrative.”

It tells his story as a slave.

ﬂ / /// / f L LA

Image from Wikimedia commons

Slave uprisings caused

damage to the plantation estates

where the slaves worked.

The records from Lataste estate in Grenada
show that many enslaved people lost their lives
in this fight for freedom.

Communities of escaped slaves

known as “Maroons”

worked hard to spread knowledge of

how enslaved people could fight for freedom
through sabotage and

by disrupting production on the estates.

Together these actions meant that
eventually the British government decided
to take the first step towards abolishing
the Transatlantic slave trade.

In 1807, they banned the trade

in new slaves from Africa.
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Above: Petition to Parliament for the abolition of the slave
trade from the people of ShrOpShire. Copyright: Shropshire Archives.

Below: Letter from Lataste estate manager to
Sir George Cornewall concerning imminent abolition
of the slave trade. Copyright: Herefordshire Archive Services.

Right: Brookes slave ship image; first published by
Abolitionists to raise public awareness of the Transatlantic
slave trade. copyright: Wilberforce House, Hull Museums, Hull City Council.
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Above and below: Reports of Grenadian uprising.

Copyright: Herefordshire Archives Service.
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Below: Insurance assessors report on damage
to a plantation in the 1795 uprising

Copyright: Herefordshire Archives Service
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Below: Details of enslaved people who died fighting
for their freedom in the 1795 uprising.

Copyright: Herefordshire Archives Service.
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The Effects of Abolition

The 1807, the British ban on trade

in new slaves from Africa,

still allowed for people in the Caribbean

to continue to own enslaved people.

A total ban on the owning and selling of slaves
in the British colonies did not occur until 1833.

In the USA, very little changed

after the British act of 1807

as slavery and the trade in enslaved people
was not abolished until 1865.

However, the new British law meant that

the largest slave-trading nation

had now appointed itself

as the enforcer of this new law.

British vessels patrolled the waters

off the coast of Africa and in the Caribbean
intercepting ships from other countries,
which continued to trade in enslaved people.

Above: Ledbury Baptist church.
Right: Ross-on-Wye Baptist church.
Below: Ross-on-Wye British and Foreign school.

All Herefordshire Heritage Services.

The British Isles also became a refuge

for enslaved people who had escaped.

One such man, Moses Roper,

made it onto a ship to Britain and

toured the country telling his life story

of enslavement in North America.

In 1839, he visited Ledbury, Leominster,

Ross on Wye and Tenbury in Herefordshire and
Oswestry, Wellington, Wem and

Whitchurch in Shropshire.
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Above: Inventory of enslaved people on Lataste estate, 1807.

Below: Fighting for their freedom, meant risking their lives.

Both copyright: Herefordshire Archive Services.
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Plays about enslaved people

raised public awareness and support for abolition.
Copyright: Shropshire Arcives.
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Enslaved Legacies

Across Britain the 400 years of

the Transatlantic slave trade

has left its mark

on almost every aspect of our lives.
From the tropical produce

that is now an everyday part of our lives
to the more personal legacies of

the descendants of enslaved people.

Elizabeth Barrett Browning, the 19th-century poet
whose family owned a large estate in Herefordshire
was herself a descendant of slaves

on her father’s side.

The Barretts were a Creole (mixed ethnicity) family
who owned sugar plantations in Jamaica and

who relied on slave labour to work their land.
Elizabeth passionately opposed slavery and
became estranged from her father

because of her views.

Her poetry often called for social justice

for slaves and child labourers alike.

The African societies and countries

most affected by the Transatlantic slave trade
had their social, cultural and

political structures disrupted.

Many of the poorest nations in Africa today
are in the areas that supplied the most people
to feed the Transatlantic slave trade.

£

Above:
Elizabeth Barrett Browning.

Herefordshire Heritage Services.

Left:
Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s parents.

Herefordshire Heritage Services.

Below:
Hope End, Ledbury. The local home of the Barrett family.

Herefordshire Heritage Services.
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Slavery Now

There are more enslaved people

in the world today than during the time of
the Transatlantic slave trade.

This modern slavery takes different forms:

Bonded labour

People take or are tricked into taking a loan.
They then have to repay the debt

by working long hours

for as long as the debt exists.

Forced labour it
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People are illegally recruited by employers and - O = A
forced to work under threat of physical violence Map showing child labour in the world today.
or other punishments.

Copyright: Anti-slavery International.

Chattel slavery
People are dehumanised and bought and sold
as property as during the Transatlantic slave trade.

Early and forced marriage
Women and girls are married without choice and
often subjected to physical violence.

Slavery by descent
People are born into a slave class.

Trafficking

This is the transport and trade of people from
one place to another so they can be forced
into working as slaves.

s 5 o 5 Child labour
Map showing forced labour in the world today. This affects about 179 million children world-wide.
Copyright: Anti-slavery International. .
They carry out work that is dangerous and
harmful to children’s health and well-being.

Guaranbess
i batter deal Look for these logos
for Third Warld on products when you shop.

Producers

FAIRTRADE

FAIRTRADE

Unfair trade!

Living in Britain,

we may unknowingly support slavery
through the products we buy.

What you can do?
Herefordshire is a designated Fairtrade county.

The Fairtrade logo is an independently assessed standard
which means that the workers who produced these goods
were paid a fair wage and were not part of the industry of slavery.

So, help stop slavery today:
only put Fairtrade products in your shopping basket.

Be an active consumer and let retailers know how you feel about
their involvement in modern slavery.




