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An exhibition developed by Cromarty Courthouse Museum to mark the
200th anniversary of the abolition of the colonial slave trade in 1807.
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Modern dey Bupana (Soath America), farmerly British Guiana,
was formed from three Dutch colonies - Demerera, Basequibe
end Berbice. They came under British control from 1706 and
Stets were to the fore in the expansion of cotion, coffes and
sugar plantations,

This exhibition uses Guyana to highlight the invelvement of
Scots, especially those from the Highlands, in {he slave trade and
in the slave economies of the Caribbean and Seuth America,

Around 1000, Demerara was 3 symbal beth of the attraction and the
dungezs of the roghan - tho pesspecd, in the woeds of the Chiaf of Clan
Metkunzie (Lord Ssaborik), of ‘very rapld end splondid fortunes”, but
with the congtant Chrent of duath from buver. In 1797 the ministes of
Breay (Rass-shire) regpatted ‘the nosestiy of sending young man .
.+ 1o West Indies whare the elimats destrape thres of avary foar',

Barhles was worss - ‘o poisen’ asearding o Bdward Praser of Bealig
(Invernass-shire) - bat t attracted young mom seeking thair fortune.
Gharies Weterten, latee & laading naturalist and explorer, told of hiw
‘shaals’ of poar Scats duscended tn Barkice higiag far sadden weelth
and of how snce forty of them had lakn on the shove and druak remuntil
they wer all dead.

Az voastal mud flats in Berbica werw reclaimed from the sae o ermate
plantetisas - nsing the Duteh experience of Jalders’ - thalr Seattish
rmirs amed thikr new progerties.

Slarars chipped pash lange members of Atrisens fnto Dujune after
706 thet f became the eelony with the highest atl o lagk taves
4] towhite mesters - and the Demerara shave revalt of 1823 was the

! angest in the British Empize, & white missionazy, Jkn Smih, wha
et ehanged with nstigeting the rebelnn, was trid and hung,
* My slaves were ansented withont trial,




Weo will never know the real name of the enslaved African called
Inverness, who was bought and sold, re-named, exploited as a slave and
hunted as a runaway, by Scots in Buyana.

He arrived in Demerara in 1808 and was one of 2 group of twenty “prime
fold Coast Negroes' bought by the manager of Lord Seaforth's estates in
m Berbice. The ten men in the group were re-named Brahan, Kintail, Lewis,
5 Ross, Sutherland, Dingwall, Britain, Gordon, Crawfurd and Inveraess,
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Irvarness was sold to Plantatien Braban by & Damasamemarchant, William
Miaskoanzie, foe about £45. Mackengb'6ad bis partuer, Masheod, st slaves
nhﬁﬂluf%ﬁzj ve traders in the Garibbeas, Benrge Bailliy
& Compeny. Fhe Shaforlh ﬁmm,w &
St of Hew Aamstaflan (Barice). S

Ijm e wnd ol lﬁtﬂu hoth Inwernsss and Dingwall had esneped but
Inwbrness was re-cuptored in Junuary (1304) whea u camg of arvunds
a3 maroses - was foand in the weads abnb e
b33 ren away again and remeined free forsome
he kept In tonh withosleves on the
aavape; %A was in eantuct with
the Afrisan-derived religious

ot Ioast oms slave who practiced ob

e, whieh warePogardad by the plasters asbmrsive,

The marson canp cantioued wntl af least 1810, when 100 Africans wars
eilled or captured by an expedition send o huad dowe raseways. This was
hod by unother Seat, Charles Rdmenstona (of Gardross, Dumbarton), whoss
wils, Halen Reid, wes the denghier of en Arawak [nfias woman. The

N i) sl 1 Dompeare i spgainted Eémenstene ss ‘Pratstor o the ndians’

wad e reled iy om ol oking dow sy b o
forest.

Edmonstone lived at Mibiri Creek,
where he had been gramted
exclusive rights to cut timber, in
recognition of his services, He was
an enthusiastic hunter and
collector of plants, birds, reptiles
and animals moted for i
hospitality to his (white) visitors.
His slave, John, would later, as 2
free man, teach taxzidermy to
Charles Darwin in Edinburgh.

If Inverness was not one of the
Africans killed by Edmonstone's
hunting parties, he may have been
captured and sold to a plantation on
one of the Caribbean islands.




& porfast modsl of the gontleman of the old schosl; of polished manners and
_ _i'[__tl'l_ most punstilious honour and correstness in all his transactions and
{{_{ \dtonbotse with society (Obitnary, laverness Couriar)
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Evan Baillie inherited Dechfour, whore @ new mension house had been built, in 1799 and lived there from (815 until his
death in 1835 - ome year after the emancipation of slaves - ol the age of 85. The house is still owned by his descendants.

When all slaves in the British colonies were finally freed in 1834, the Baillie
family received £110,000 (¢.£8.5m at today's prices) from the government in
compensation for the ‘loss’ of 3100 slaves. Former slaves received nothing,
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Eliza Jutor was ware 4 priaefor penmatshigby Porruse Soademy i Desember
1818, the onf female pupil n the prza ist. She was & 14-ear od black g, the”
danghter of Hugh Junor (from Rosemarkie) and an unnamed ‘free coloured’ woman
in Guyana. She had probably been bornon her-father's-wood cutting-plantation-at-
Supenaem Creek (Essoquio, Suyng) aat efivd i Suatand in 1315, with hoo
father and Rer younger brother Witliam, awho ws also a pupil at the Academy.

Ten years earlier, there were three black pupils at Inverness Royal Academy
- all brothers, named Macrae, from Jamaica. At the newly established Tain
Academy, betwoen 1814 and 1818, there were eight pupils from the Caribbean
- three girls and five boys, And in Cromarty, a black pupil from the West
Indies sat next to a local boy called Hugh Miller, in one of the town's private
schools. Prom Miller’s point of view, the ‘mulatte’ was of 'a wild, savage
disposition’ and known for defending himself in fights with 2 clasp knife.
However, when they came to blows, it was the equally wild and savage Hugh
who stabbed the black pupil in the thigh.

The three Academies - Laverness, Forteose and Tain - were all established with generous donations from the
owners of slave-plantations in the Caribbean, Tain roceived almost £1000 from the colony of Berkico alone; and
artrase, who raised elmost £2000, roceived a quaster of this sum from the Caribbean (mostly from Brenada),
2 fusther quartar from London merchants (most with interets i cotton, sugar and slaves) and the remainder
from India. Other public institutions, such as the Northern , a0 received domations from lantation

~owners, In 1824 Gromarty, Portrose and T sent peitions  opposing the em ofslwe
It was difficalt for mixed race children to find & place in Scottish society, more 50 as more explicit racist views
doveloped in the mid-ninetesnth century. Eliza Junor did, however, remain. She died in Portrose in 1861 and is
commemorated, elong with her brother William (who died in Argenting), by & stone in Rosemerkie kirkyard,
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In 1778 2 majority of judges in the Court of Session declared that slavery within
Scotland was illegal. Until then a number of rich families had house slaves in
their mansion houses, including some in the Highlands. In 1772 a slave known as
Caesar, who worked as a cook, ran away from Novar in Ross-shire.

After 1778 & number of freed slaves were brought
| back to Scotland as servants, Lachlan Cuming, 2
guceessful planter in Demerara, returned to
Blackhills House, Elgin, in the 18205 with his
former slave, Welcome. The relationship between
them dsteriorated. According to Caming, Welcoms
"was once faithful' but a legacy to him in Cuming’s
will was later revoked on the grounds of
his ‘ungrateful conduct’ anmd ‘evil habits'.

G/BeAY; WAL GME, ELAGEY JOHM
AND Thi8"BLAGl LABY OF BAYFIBLD"

In contrast, Jemes Baillie Fraser's slave, Black John, was taken from Berbice to Seotlend ¢.1809 (probably to Boelig
Houge, Inverness-shive). James's brother, Edward, wrote that 'if he returned to the country and there was an insurrection
+. he would as soon see his master and mo killed 2 not', Yot, for almost fifteen yeers Black John travelled with Jemes in
India, Persia and elsewhare. James made provision for John's retirement in London, he did not Live to enjoy it. Ho died in
the Middlesex Hogpital in 1823 and was buried in Paddington churchyard - no longer  slave but, according to James's
mother, 'the attached faithful friend a5 well s the devoted servant’,

On the slave-plantations, sexmal abuse of slaves was commen. But
there wers also relationships which were stable and long-lasting,
Many female houge slaves and "free colonred women' servants were
the sexual partners of the plantations owners, managers and some
black women came {o Scotland, Hugh Rose Ross of Cromarty and
Blastullich (Ress-shire) is repoted to have brought back o
‘quadroon’ mistress (1/4 black) to Beytisld House (Nigg), whera
in 1806 - asearding to local tradition - she murdered Ross's
wife, Arabella Phipps. This may well be untrue -
but the story suggests an awarensss both of a few,
isolzted black women servants and of the relatien-
ships some had had with loeal landowners,
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Aloxandar Maodonnell a Belfast dostor, became m-r?&’ sapporter kmi-zmug ﬁmté: i o W ki an, n
1824, published an account of the condition of slaves in Demerara. He produced evidence From seven doctors, most of them
Scots (Drs Macdonald, Mackay, Maclean, Rose and Macrae), who painted a glowing picture of the care given to sick slaves.

The harsh reality ofpllntltiulul is, howover, epparent in their admission that deaths exceeded births,

Their evidence also revealed that the position of a
dostor on the slave-plantations was attractive, They
received  fized foo per slave and some carned more
than £1200 (over £35,000 at today's prices). There
wero additional payments for treatment of the white
owners, managers and ovarseers - and many doctors
bought slaves themsalves a5 an investment.

Highlend doctors included Dr Gordon of Carrol, Dr
Munre, Dr Noble and Dr Chisholm.

It is seldom acknowledged that the effectiveness of Scotland's universities in training doctors
depended not just on positions for them at home and in the military - but alse on the slave plantations,
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William Prager of Goldstone Hall, Berbice, has in his will bequeathed freedom tp npwards of twenty slms on his estate in
%ﬂ. 1830) /
{ /H 1adser

the coloy. Mr Fraser died at Tain in the 43rd year of his age. ﬁhirlr_l.
William Praser also left £100 to the poor of Cromarty.

In 1819 Praser has been fined for excessive
punishment of a slave at Goldstone Hall Plantation.
Tommy (a cooper) had taken some sugar - because,

he said, he was not properly fod or clothed. '

William Praser: Do you not know, you are not
allowed to go into the boiling house to take sugar? 1
never forgive lying or stealing, and therefore I must
punish you, I directed the driver to flog him; and he
tied him to the stakes and flogged him. I gave him |
such punishment as I, as owner of thet slave, _
considered myself in duty bound to do. I gave him &
thirty-nine lashes. [Tommy said he had received A
100 lashes - the legal punishment was two.]

Many other charitable legacies were si llarly tamtetl
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