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Manx Mariners:
The Captains

At least 80 Manxmen
sailed as slave trade captains from Liverpool
on more than 280 Guinea voyages.

Hugh Crow (1765-1829)

Crow was born at Ramsey.
After working in the slave
trade from Liverpool,

he built Crowville in
Maughold. Published
posthumously,
Crow’s Mermoirs
describe his

George Cannon (1766-1811)

Cannon attended his local Mathematical School

(for navigational instruction) at Peel between

1781 and 1783. As first mate, he took command of
the Iris when Captain John Spencer died at Angola in
1798. Cannon delivered her slaves at Jamaica, before
returning to Liverpool in April 1799.

Less than three months after returning to Liverpool,
the Iris sailed for Africa with Cannon as captain.

career as a : ; . .
! : The Minerva was his last Guinea command, this
Guinea captain s o .
| He v in voyage ending in August 1803. Cannon died at sea
in July 1811.
command L
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Crow emphasized his good relationship with the L T ﬂ S DT il PR, </ Lar' Gea?X

slaves delivered by his vessels. The published song
supports this impression.

G
SRR e m/my«/q// M’Mﬂ/ﬂ/

(26}”\”7&(/’1’4 CW%&A_

g
93/44‘“”’“‘”‘02 /%(Czu

e /zz‘wﬁ/e/o'm W&Z‘%"L‘“ )

e e ) rore ﬁf‘é (;&'wuzci
= W./VM By PP ee > %
i e -Zéjﬁ mﬁ'/émﬁ;

— = =~ = — =g Nr—%‘wwr/' el
2 ate s n _.’_\ﬂw%ém//?@,/(./,
/ &/"ﬁ
, -—--/ e e /
i i%/\ S5 - h'—\ ﬂw/cc ‘KA .
_ o iy -
: i \ﬂ/ aif/z ﬂ/éﬂoaﬁ

© ® NG b G ®

WM/

o

)

U-Pwuv‘la

A W R Juey & NI NN NN NN NN N
[
!
]
|
|
l
[

13
§4
§\
3 3

/

)
|
|
[
|

9 /|

AloljJ s R L e e ] y%a ez ~ TR
T 5' Tt s [etiles Lo//7 /Q ”;:
glz CWE 9,7*/‘*5'9%4 // /%y /ﬂ,:§7ﬁ/ A
‘*l Courfe. ]l Diff. Lat. l D { L5 in [ B ,Dq memn o E
48U 9 44 - S |4 2.-95{3/9/,;' !

Cannon’s logbook entry for Thursday 11 October 1798.

Slave song score. g . ]
g George Cannon’s journal of two of his slave trading

Although Crow called slavery ‘a necessary evil, voyages has survived. As well as nautical matters,
ot Cannon records how the crew were employed and
how many provisions were left. He also makes
frequent entries about the general health, sickness
and, at times, death of the slaves under his care.

As I have in the course of my narrative made frequent

allusions to the unfortunate slaves; lest my remarks be

misconstrued, I owe it to myself, here to disclaim being
a friend of slavery. God forbid that I should favour a

system thTOMgh which my fEZZOW creatures should suﬁer The Will of Live,.rpoc>.l b.eating off a lfrench Privateer in 1800 = depi?ted in Crow’s
\ / 3 - Memoirs. The inscription on Crow’s Maughold tomb reads: ‘Captain Crow commanded
any species Of oppression, hardsth or injustice. the ships Will, Ceres, Mary and Kitty’s Amelia with much credit to himself and to the entire

satisfaction of his owners. He also fought several actions with the enemy for which he
received repeated marks of approbation of the merchants and underwriters of London
Title-page of Hugh Crow’s Memoirs. and Liverpool ‘an honest man’ the noblest work of God”.

MEMOIRS

OF THE LATE

CAPTAIN HUGH CROW,

OF

LIVERPOOL ;

COMPRISING

A NARRATIVE OF HIS LIFE,
TOGETHER WITH
DESCRIPTIVE SKETCHES
oF

THE WESTERN COAST OF AFRICA ;

PARTICULARLY OF
BONNY;
THE MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF THE INHABITANTS,
THE PRODUCTIONS OF THE SOIL,
AND THE TRADE OF THE COUNTRY.

nnnnnnn ARE ADDED,

ANECDOTES AND OBSERVATIONS,

LLLLLL RATIVE OF

THE NEGRO CHARACTER.

LONDON.

LONGMAN, REES, ORME, BROWN, AND GREEN;
AND G. AND J. ROBINSON, LIVERPOOL.

MDCCCXXX.
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