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historical'frameworf^to our story.

In 1624 (BarBados was first colonised By the (British and within a 

couple of decades Became a major producer of sugar.

1'iooTeiieriiTc

(By 1687(EdwardLascelles was Based in (Bridgetown, the capital of 

(BarBados, where he worked as a sugar merchant and supplier to the

Navy.

roiland R

The Lascelles were not unusual at this time in being involved in the 

slave trade as many merchants and members of the aristocracy had 

financial and trading interests in the 'West Indies. 'The large port 

cities such as Liverpool, London and (Bristol were made rich from 

the profits of the slave trade. It is estimated that Between the late 

17th and early 19th centuries about 12 million ̂ Africans were loaded 

onto Boats and sold into slavery. / '-

Barbadoes image reproduced by kind permission of the Earl and Countess of Harewood and 
Trustees of Harewood House Trust.

In 1647 the first Caribbean sugar was imported into (Britain and a 

few years later the Lascelles family Began their long association 

with the island of (BarBados. In 1672 the (RoyalAfrican Company 

was founded and was granted a charter to carry Africans to the 

flmericas and enslave them. 'This was the Beginning of the triangle 

of trade of goods for slaves, and slaves for sugar, which ran Between 

(Britain, Africa and the 'West Indies.

(During the early 1700s the Lascelles amassed a large family fortune 

through wording as sugar merchants, money lenders, slave traders, 

plantation owners, customs collectors and suppliers to the Navy. 

(Between 1713 and1717'Henry had a financial share in 21 slave 

ships and was partly responsible for trading thousands of slaves.

(By 1787 the Lascelles family were financially involved in 47 

plantations across the whole of the 'West Indies not just (BarBados.

Information taken from the leaflet 'Harewood: 1807 available to download via 
www.harewoo<Lorg/files/newsl46-l.pdf
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'Henry Lascettes returned from the 'West Indies in 1730 after 20 
years as a successfulsugar merchant. 'Henry married'wed'and 
gained status in respectaSfe society. His Business partner was 
'Mr (jeorge 'Maxwefc

& T,

Tne London Home ofQeorg

Would you like 
a cup of tea?

Hello there. How have you 
been these past few months, 
how's business?

... Everything is good.

That's the best question I have 
heard in months. A sugar please.

Look George I have got
some really important WeUgQ Qn
news to tell you.

because we nave got 
n 1 ft-to talk about.

Same for me thank you

to my son Daniel.
,•* 

_.- . ^

| What that good for § 
P . nothing fellow!?

-4' "~"

4

How dare you, my son! ' 
; It was getting too much for me. 

I am going to pass it on whilst the 
loans that I trade with are good.
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The kitchens ofQeorge Waived.
Tea is prepared and the precious commodity of sugar is added..

t*
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Qeorge 9/laxwett has grave douBts about his potential new 
Business partner.

(Despite having married against his father's wishes, Henry's 
son, (DanieC Lascettes was destined to inherit andBuiCdon 
Henry's fortune..
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Ihe American 'War of Independence meant that trade and prices stumped. <Many planters defaulted on 
their mortgages (the Coon that secured their property - in the 'West Indies these possessions included 
their slaves). Some of the defaulters had their property taken over By the Lascelles family.

Injustl4 short years 27,000 acres were added to the family's 'West Indian portfolio despite 'Edwin , 
Lascelles stating in 1788, "there is nothing I wish more than to Be liberated of all concerns in the 
'West Indies." Jfrt this time, there was a proposal that higher wages Be paid which was Becoming an * 
economic necessity But would Be unpopular with the slaves' overseers.

The Overseer in his office after disciplining misBehaving slaves...

Not a bad idea this 
advice lark. ^

damned Negroes. They don't know 
how to do their jobs the fools.

Zuut, ' >vet> \££SK.,-£~. •*

.,.,.,, ,. ...^T, ~"^wm

/ tell you, my whip will wear away at 
this rate the amount of times I have to 
discipline them. t*

Yeah, might get a bit more 
work out of them. _ f So are you going to put 

^forward your proposal dear!

No, I hear they're going to 
invite the Overseer /b&-. 
lunch first. -
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(Edwin, Jfenry's son, was an absentee owner and one of nine (Barbadian 
planters who produced advice on the treatment of staves in 1785.

TKe advice was morally and economically motivated, if skives 
were treated wettproductivity should increase.

Spiffing cake, old "beani
Thank you, it was one of my 
mother's favourite recipes.

^ i./ «•,
r ^ And what better to wash down 

a nice plate of appetisers than 
a glass of rum.

I'll drink to that!
\.down on alcohol sweetheart.

o shall we men get down 
to the real issues then?

Of course, dear.

Excuse us ladies. V -•

We'lUysf uf>p outside.

(Page 6/'(BitterSweet



(planters cCeBate the advice given 6y *M(Ps in (Eng[and'. They advise that we treat th 
b\ with more care, in order to

. . , •. -c^ i inf f--^Kjm---   , 
Right then, we 've gathered tod(
to tell you one simple thing. .

* * ^XtO
the thing i

... , Tess^my

Come on svit it out!
Okay, the MPs back in 
England have issued some

|| the better we treat That's absolute balderdash!
them, the harder /& Never heard such tripe 1

&' £- ^^K_ i _1

treatment of our slaves.'

. Calm down, please.

? 
Hou; c«« they tell us what
to do when they're sat * 
thousands of miles away? v

t/2in/c it's not too bad advice. I mean it's 
fairly logical; the better we treat theml 

*t- the more obedient they'll bm

^ I can t believe you re concurring 
A with this. They don't know what
K it's like out there in the fields. 
\ ~ ±,

It can only benefit 
our business.

The slaves need it hard; it's the
only way they can work! In fact,

I've had enough of this.

« rfear ft seems it ,_ 
W?i'tgo too well then.

Menl

7 /(BitterSweet



<Edwin dies without an heir and the Harewood estate passes to his 
cousin (Edward. J3.CC is not weCCfor the slave trade and the 
abolitionist voice gains in strength. Henry had seen sugar as the 
way to get rich But Edward feared it would lose him money. The 
antic-slavery movement was winning the fight J 'or abolition.

the House of Commons the discussion raged in the deBating 
chamber, (plantation owners were now finding it difficult to ma^e
money and the promise of compensation was persuasive.•/#|V\*

'The political debate of polite society is divorced from the life am 
death reality that is slavery.

We are present today to discuss the matter of slavery. The , 
representative for the members of Parliament for abolition' 
j.s Bob Smith and for those in the House of Commons against 
abolition, Albert Fredson. ^ jf

rSmiti
Thank you Mr Speaker. I am here to
represent the MP's opinions on slavery, .4
/ am here to stand against slavery. I
— _ ; - v* > » r ' .:_ 

\ '*jj$i I think that slavery is wrong because Africans are humans and I
don't think they should be treated the way they are. The way they 

~f are tortured is evil and they should be treated like people, not savages.

Thank you Mr Smith, now Mr. Fredson will explain why 
he thinks slavery is best and why it should be allowed^'

I am here to represent the opinions of those who 
think that slavery is a great opportunity to make 
more money for buying weapons for war, a?-~~ ~ 
slaves are very handy as servants^

We believe that slavery should be kept because the amount of profit lost 
would be unimaginable and we would have to close down some of the major 

factories and industries involved in the slavery business. This is not a 
^^^matter of the law it is a matter of profit and survival. Thank you.^
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The 1807 (Biff ended the (British trade in slaves But not the use of slaves which continued in the 'West Indies 
of (Parliament in 1833. In the 1830s, the pro slavery (b6Sy had enough influence to gain £20 mittion in compensation from 
the (British government. In 1836 the LasceCCesfamiCy possessed 3,264 acres in Jamaica and (Barbados that were worked 6y 
1,277former sCaves. (Parliament granted ffenry the second 'Earlof 'Jfarewood£26,309 in compensation. Ine (Barbados 
estates survived and an interim "apprenticeship" set up But in Jamaica it was

f 1*4, ' re

Although the 'EarCofffarewoodhopedto estaBCish confidence with the newCy freed men By paying Kiflnw} 
evidence that there were complaints aBout overseers on at [east four estates that they were mistreating their 
now-employees. Ine Lascettes were instrumental in setting up triBunats to handle complaints on their plantations? find 
intervened to ensure fair treatment.

Put your back into ft you slobs! 
ese new employees are rubbish.

brk harder!\

fine attorney argues over complaints that have Been made about Lascettes overseers.

I know at this rate, if boss finds out how littl 
they are doing and how we are treating the

' He won't find out.

'^»«n

I* *-

I have heard complaints about you two! 4
Mistreating our new employees. If this We were Puttin8 them ^V< 
happens again there will be trouble! ^ t eir p ace' Yeah they were doini 
Do you understand? *_Jj*^m*^^i^hM^h^Hk. it all wrong! \ *

Sir! What are the slaves 
doing in the sheds?

+ 
f Those sheds are the

slave's new homes! 
- They are the new rules.

I don't care about them, all I want 
is for you two clowns to get it right!

What else 
do they get?

I wish that he 
was a slave!

They need two meals a day.

And you have to treat them weh 
otherwise you lose your jobs.

Yeah, I would whip 
him 'til he bleeds!

(Page 9 / (Bitter Sweet
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aignl i Noun [C] a planned group of especially political, business 
or military activities which are intended to achieve a particular aim:

Making an Impact - Campaigning!

Part of the educational value for the students from Easingwold School in learning about the Lascelles Family history in relation to the 
200th Anniversary of the Abolition of the Transatlantic Slave Trade was to understand the importance of campaigning.

By the 1780s a social, political and religious movement was developing against the slave trade and slavery itself. In 1783 a 'Committee on 
the Slave Trade' was established by Quakers and it was largely they who spearheaded the anti-Slavery campaign.

Abolition was not purely the reserve of Britain's politicians but was lobbied for by thousands of people across the country and the world.

How the students approached Campaigning

The whole class listed issues that concerned them internationally, nationally, locally and at a school level. Then they discussed each of the 
most popular issues in relation to: What could they do? and What could they hope to achieve?

A vote was held as to the issue that most concerned the class. 23 out of 27 voted for campaigning to improve sports facilities for the 
school.

One group chose to focus on a school's issue while one group wanted to focus on an international issue and chose to leam more about 
; Amnesty International.

Tl
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

Amnesty International is a worldwide movement of people who campaign for internationally recognised human rights.

In pursuit of this vision, Amnesty International's mission is to undertake research and action focused on preventing and 
ending grave abuses of the rights to physical and mental integrity, freedom of conscience and expression, and freedom 
from discrimination, within the context of its work to promote all human rights.

At the latest count, there were more than 2.2 million members, supporters and subscribers in over 150 countries in the 
world from different backgrounds political and religious beliefs united to work for a world where everyone enjoys human 
rights. *«*

91 ^ (Page 10/(Bitter Sweet



/^ .- ̂ ^i /-/_ /TI /-i <vi f Campaign Verb [I] to organise a series of activities to try to achieve 
\^ itIliuCt tU 11 • something:

f '»»(
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1 ««,,

Methods employed in mounting tins Campaign

Students formed teams of four and chose 2 methods per group. Methods employed included: Posters, letters, petitions, cartoons, leaflets, 
letters to the media and politicians, students speaking to other forms and in assembly.

"I **

^* All produced posters. Photos were taken of the small sports hall. Some collected over 200 signatures and another group entered other 
•Sj forms to ask them to write letters with the intention of sending them to the local MR
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There is a current group looking at raising funds - School Campaign at Easingwold or ScatES. Our Campaigns aim was to raise awareness. >"'<«.fe, f
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/^/7 'ff'f "fl /"14' /TY1 f Campaigne*1 Noun [C] a person who takes part in organised activities 
^s Ci-' * *•'j-s H vyi 11? • which are intended to change something in society:
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t o. .t W«d " 6 kwl »s»^W""" ..-.—---r*.v.—-:ri ™- *" '~r^« -b • "TjrT-^-—"""
«.• «:IIC°Y *°

1807
Just as elections are fought today, in 1807 speeches were made and printed in newspapers, posters were produced and scurrilous 
accusations were made on 'squibs' or satirical posters. __-•-••

In the election of 1807 only men who owned property or who had extensive business interests were entitled to vote which was less than 
5% of the population.
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Abolition
On 25th March 1807 the 'Slave Trade Abolition Bill' was passed in British Parliament.

t
Those African people that had already been transported to the West Indies were still enslaved. It was not until 1833 that the Slavery f 
Abolition Act was passed in Parliament. Slaves in the British Empire were gradually emancipated via a compulsory apprenticeship system 
which was finally abolished in 1838.

Looking at this important moment in history helped the youngsters to understand democratic process and the tools available to them to 
mount a Campaign. This lesson from history demonstrated the success of campaigning and what people of conviction and commitment 
can achieve through democratic means.
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You can view the story in this booklet online at: 
www.bittersweetproject.net

& 
www.mylearning.org

Credits and thanks for website video and e-novel:

Dave Bainbridge
Music Composition & Performance

Andrew Gaynord
Camera & Editing

Jonathan Rouse
Sound Recording

Duncan Laing
Production Assistant

Thanks to: 
York College, Yorkshire Coast College, Hull Museums, Fi Stevens.

With thanks to all the staff at Harewood House Trust and the Lascelles family for their support and in particular
Kate Fellows and Anne-Marie Sandos for creating the project. ^

The photography and filming for the e-graphic novel took place at Harewood House in Leeds. 
All images of Harewood House and its collection are copyright of Harewood House Trust.

www.harewood.org

All cartoons, historic documents and articles are copyright © The British Library.
www.bl.uk/learning
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