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6 In 1647 the first Caribbean sugar was imported into Britain and a
few years later the Lascelles family began their long association
i s “"“j“ ez NficoTenenifle with the island of Barbados. In 1672 the Royal African Company

o Lt b&'% < ;}j‘/’ i* was founded and was granted a charter to carry Africans to the
S faroe £ 7% Americas and enslave them. This was the beginning of the triangle
: of trade of goods for slaves, and slaves for sugar, which ran between
By 1687 Edward Lascelles was based in Bridgetown, the capital of Britain, Africa and the West Indies.

53 _{Barﬁadbs, where he worked as a sugar merchant and supplier to the
' - @ During the early 1700s the Lascelles amassed a large family fortune

_ through working as sugar merchants, money lenders, slave traders,

:r.' b‘ iy ) “ .p‘!,,‘“;/’,,,,, v 7,“\“) Halker, — . =% G- -
b4 . B s ‘“/’m iy i~ ¢ égptlaml R plantation owners, customs collectors and sul.fpliers to.tﬁe Navy.
b ‘ 4 Py ‘ S $ Between 1713 and 1717 Henry had a financial share in 21 slave
; : ,' Q'ﬁe [.ascellés were not unusual at this time in being involved in tﬁe = _ shipsandwas partly responsible for trading thousands of slaves.
2 shve trade as many merchants and members of the aristocracy had J
Ay . < ﬁnancza[ and trading interests in the West Indies. The large port B ; ~

’ cities such as Liverpool, London and Bristol were made rich from g8 g 5 ¥ i

ftﬁe  profits of the slave trade. It is estimated that between the late s "("""’ :
_47th and early 19th centuries about 12 million Africans were lbad'ezf Holders By 1787 the Lascelles family were financially involved in 47

s and sold into slav : A “F Stars [antations across the whole of the West Indies not just Barbados.
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Henry Lascelles returned from the West Indies in 1730 after 20 Y Hello there. How have you!
years as a successful sugar merchant. Henry married well and been these past few months,
gained status in respectable society. His business partner was how’s business?
Mr George Maxwell. '

. The London home of George Maxwell..

A

B Would you like
a cup of tea?

=
Y 7. | That's the best question I have
. heard in months. A sugar please... g\
Look George I have got .

some really important

Well go on then don’t
R §o tell you. ‘ leave it any longer Well I have passed the business
3 because we have got o1 t? my son Daniel.
a

R qboyt. What that good for

ga nothing fellow!? -

I SN

How dare you, my son! é

* . It was getting too much for me.
: I am going to pass it on whilst the

\,.-u loans that I trade with are good. §

’ Iai& i |I- ty’ﬂ». :
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The Ritchens of George Maxwell.
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George Maxwell hias grave doubts about his potential new
business partner.

Despite having married against his father’s wishes, Henry's
son, Daniel Lascelles was destined to inherit and build on

Henry's fortune..

F Oh! Really "
" what about?

Why is there
anything wrong?

Oh! look at the time... _
I must be off. -

)

L o ‘

Hello fathe

this

& o
= b,' y
how are you on i Y. t

fine day? =

8. Ohhello, we werejus}!'»
S talking about you.

* f

I don’t think

he is too happy!
- \




The American War of Independence meant that trade and prices stumped. Many planters defaulted on
their mortgages (the loan that secured their property - in the West Indies these possessions included
their slaves). Some of the defaulters had their property taken over by the Lascelles family.

In just14 short years 27,000 acres were added to the family’s West Indian portfolio despite Edwin

Lascelles stating in 1788, “there is nothing I wish more than to be liberated of all concerns in the
West Indies.” At this time, there was a proposal that higher wages be paid which was becoming an - G / ‘
economic necessity but would be unpopular with the slaves’ overseers.

. Pamned Negroes. They don’t know
« how to do their jobs th Is.

The Overseer in his office after disciplining misbehaving slaves... 5 : L

I tell you, my whip will wear away at

this rate the amount of times I have to

discipline them.

Not a bad idea this
advice lark. /«

e

ey

e _

” , /Yeah, might get a bit more -

: work out of them. . So are you going to put
j (forward your proposal dear?
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Edwin, Henry’s son, was an absentee owner and one of nine Barbadian
planters who produced advice on the treatment of slaves in 1785.

The advice was morally and economically motivated, if slaves
were treated well productivity should increase.

And what better to wash down
a nice plate of appetisers than .
a glass of rum.

) Spiffing cake, old bean!

Thank you, it was one of my
mother’s favourite recipes.

5

(S0 shall we men get down

I'll drink to that! You really should consider cutting
to the real issues then?

s down on alcohol sweetheart.
- "

\“ Of course, dear.

Excuse us ladies.

'.

. pop outside.

Page 6 / Bitter Sweet



Planters debate the advice given by MPs in England.

= )_' lghtt Ve ”--,,:..». J
Qlyau one s1mple thm :

- . ". “
¢ The theory is Z”at

Okay. the MPs back in the better we treat  That’s absolute balderdash!
England have issued some them, the harder NN v6r heard such tripe! F
advice regarding the <4 they’ll work. -

treatment of our slaves.

o

Calm down, please
v,
How can they tell us what -

to do when they’re sat
~ thousands of miles away?

falrly logical; the better we treat the
S the more obedient they’ll be
ii\, :

1 = **-'".5
' 'I can’t believe you're concurring

\ with this. They don’t know what f
¥ it’s like out there in the ﬁelds .

Oh dearit seemsit
didn’t go too well then.
. . The slaves need it hard it’s the -
It can only benefit, only way they can work! In fact,

our busincissf ' I've had enough of this.
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Edwin dies without an heir and the Harewood estate passes to his The political debate of polite society is divorced from the life and W
cousin Edward. All is not well for the slave trade and the death reality that is slavery. J
abolitionist voice gains in strength. Henry had seen sugar as the
way to get rich but Edward feared it would lose him money. The
anti-slavery movement was winning the fight for abolition. P We are present today to discuss the matter of slavery.
L representative for the members of Parliament for abolition
is Bob Smith and for those in the House of Commons against
bolltzon Albert Fredson

At the House of Commons the discussion raged in the debating
chamber. Plantation owners were now finding it difficult to make
money and the promise of compensation was persuasive.

- e

you Mr Speaker. I am here to
represent the MP’s opinions on slavery,
I am here to stand against slavery.

,'w
B

I think that slavery is wrong because Africans are humans and I :
don’t think they should be treated the way they are. The way they 4
are tortured is evil and they should be treated like people, not savages. z

b |

: yr 7 |
'17zank you Mr Smith, now Mr. Fredson will explam why . 5 &‘ ‘.‘
he thinks slavery is best and why it should be allowedg A ~ K\ &

I am here to represent the opinions of those who We believe that slavery should be kept because the amount of profit lost
| think that slavery is a great opportunity to make would be unimaginable and we would have to close down some of the major

more money for buying weapons for war, also factories and industries involved in the slavery business. This is not a
: slaves are very handy as servants il AR




The 1807 Bill ended the British trade in slaves but not the use of slaves which continued in the West Indies yntil.an-act:-".
of Parliament in 1833. In the 1830s, the pro slavery lobby had enough influence to gain £20 million in compensation from

the British Government. In 1836 the Lascelles family possessed 3,264 acres in Jamaica and Barbados that were worked by
1,277 former slaves. Parliament granted Henry the second Earl of Harewood £26,309 in compensation. The Barbados
estates survived and an interim “apprenticeship” set up but in Jamaica it was abandoned and full emancipatiorn granteJ "

iy
u b‘

|
Although the Earl of Harewood hoped to establish confidence with the newly freed men by paying high wages there is. s Work harder! \

evidence that there were complaints about overseers on at least four estates that they were mistreating, thetr
now-employees. The Lascelles were instrumental in setting up tribunals to handle complaints on their p&mtatzons ancf
intervened to ensure fair treatment.

-

© Poegy, Sooiack oo Mgy 5 mop e 2%, ’f

" Put your back into it you slobs! v
o The attorney argues over complaints that have been made about Lascelles’ overseers. -‘-15.' ese new employees are rubbish.
- I know at this rate, if boss finds out how littl

they are domg and how we are treatmg the

I have heard complaint?about‘ you two!
Mistreating our new employees. If this
happens again there will be trouble!

Do you understand? =S

We were putting them = )
in their place. S
Yeah they were doin
it all wrong! é
I don’t care about them, all I want
is for you two clowns to get it right!

TRa o anSE

Sir! What are the slaves

doing in the sheds? .
I wish that he

was a slave!

Yeah, I would whip
him ‘til he bleeds!

do they get? & .

slave’s new homes!
They need two meals a day.

. They are the new rules.

Those sheds are the & -—!

And you have to treat them wel

5o \ otherwise you lose your jobs. ‘ . Page 9 / Bitter Sweet
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Camp (llg 77]  Compeign Noun [C]a planned group of especilly pokitical, busiticss

or military activities which are intended to achieve a particular aim:

o A e i . P : P

Making an Impact - Campaigning!
Part of the educational value for the students from Easingwold School in learning about the Lascelles Family history in relation to the
200th Anniversary of the Abolition of the Transatlantic Slave Trade was to understand the importance of campaigning.

By the 1780s a social, political and religious movement was developing against the slave trade and slavery itself. In 1783 a ‘Committee on
the Slave Trade’ was established by Quakers and it was largely they who spearheaded the anti-Slavery campaign.

Abolition was not purely the reserve of Britain’s politicians but was lobbied for by thousands of people across the country and the world.

The whole class listed issues that concerned them internationally, nationally, locally and at a school level. Then they discussed each of the
most popular issues in relation to: What could they do? and What could they hope to achieve?

A vote was held as to the issue that most concerned the class. 23 out of 27 voted for campaigning to improve sports facilities for the
school.

One group chose to focus on a school’s issue while one group wanted to focus on an international issue and chose to learn more about
Amnesty International.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
Amnesty International is a worldwide movement of people who campaign for internationally recognised human rights.

In pursuit of this vision, Amnesty International’s mission is to undertake research and action focused on preventing and
ending grave abuses of the rights to physical and mental integrity, freedom of conscience and expression, and freedom
from discrimination, within the context of its work to promote all human rights.

At the latest count, there were more than 2.2 million members, supporters and subscribers in over 150 countries in the
- world from different backgrounds political and religious beliefs united to work for a world where everyone enjoys human
rights. ./ 8
a d . ; ’ e




Campaign Verb [I] to organise a series ofacﬁviﬁestotrytoadﬁeve

campaign! one

Students formed teams of four and chose 2 methods per group. Methods employed included: Posters, letters, petitions, cartoons, leaflets,
letters to the media and politicians, students speaking to other forms and in assembly.

All produced posters. Photos were taken of the small sports hall. Some collected over 200 signatures and another group entered other
forms to ask them to write letters with the intention of sending them to the local MP.

There is a current group looking at raising funds - School Campaign at Easingwold or ScatES. Our Campaigns aim was to raise awareness.

SLAVE SHIpP

r16. 1.
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Cainpaigner
s WhICh arei Noun [C] aperso
intended n who takes part i
to (‘hange someth.ing = Sart mn Organis od activih
ociety: es

E s e
1807 . e
powDid T Ccampaign? Sk
as elections
are fough
accusations t today, in 180
were made on ‘squibs’ or Sati:icals peeches were made and printed
posters printed in newspape
> ) POStEIS were
prOduced and
scurrilous

plonning o get ready t© start
1 knew that OuUF

red fro® not having
In =
with the S%the election of 1807 onl
of the populati y men who owned
s property or who had exten
ive business i
interests
were entitled t
o vote which

rt thet 1 would have o do 8 10t of
ports hall. The grOUP and
1ong had we all &
t the matter - So

et 8 S

school peeded 2 gports hall ¥
a sports pall. It was Time that someone did something abou
etartod the campaigh

tion 8% hand we

informd
The grouP gocused o making the 1sSY® well knownh sround the scb
ful posters with 8 strond meaning - Then., W@ put uP the posters all around
and \mdorsumd what we were doing: The messad®

making power
the school so that the Py
was clear and hed & big impact aroun
thing ¥ did whic
r WaS gull of useful mfon\aucn al

ped O cmvﬂxgnl

The Jetters yoally hel

In conc\usmn the work that t
made WOTe poop\- aware of the sports pall and what we need
work we pave done as & group has pelped U& a lot
BY gebastia® sims
Abolition

On 25th March
lave Trade Abolition Bill' was

passed in British Parli

ent.

ThoSe Afncan
people tha
Abolition Act t had already been
was passed % uansported
: t. Slaves i est Indi
finally abolished in 1833 ves in the British Empire w::sms“e"s‘aved It was
o gad Ua.“y IR not until 1833
cipated via a co that the Sla
mpulsory 5
apptenﬁceship
system

' sonsmmmns

at this imy
portant
mount a Campai moment in hi
paign. This story helped th

can achi esson from l'ust e Youngsters
eve through democratic m ory demonstrated th to understand democrati

. eans. o Sacoess of citri o tic process and the tools

paigning and what ools availabl
people of convicti e to them to
ction and commi
tment

P
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You can view the story in this booklet online at:
www.bittersweetproject.net

www.mylearning.org
Credits and thanks for website video and e-novel:

Dave Bainbridge
Music Composition & Performance

Andrew Gaynord
Camera & Editing

Jonathan Rouse
Sound Recording

Duncan Laing
Production Assistant

AN Thanks to:
York College, Yorkshire Coast College, Hull Museums, Fi Stevens.

With thanks to all the staff at Harewood House Trust and the Lascelles family for their support and in particular
Kate Fellows and Anne-Marie Sandos for creating the project.

The photography and filming for the e-graphic novel took place at Harewood House in Leeds.
All images of Harewood House and its collection are copyright of Harewood House Trust.
www.harewood.org

All cartoons, historic documents and articles are copyright © The British Library.
www.bl.uk/learning
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