Black people in Redbridge

Church records from Wanstead and Woodford
show there were a small number of Black people
living there during the 17" and 18™ centuries.

Baptismal and burial records from St. Mary’s Church, Woodford and
St. Mary’s Church, Wanstead provide a small glimpse into their
world.

We do not know where these individuals were born, although
Africa or the Caribbean seems the most likely.

Most appear to be servants and probably received similar
treatment to their English counterparts as it was a sign of status to
have a Black servant. Onosimus, for example, was a young Black
servant of Sir Caesar Child of Claybury Hall and was buried in
Wanstead on 15 April 1698. Caesar had been born in India where
his father was Governor of Bombay in the East India Company.

There were as many as 10,000 Black people living in London by the
mid-18" century, made up of free and enslaved people.

The legal status of enslaved Africans in Britain was unclear at this
time and a court ruling of 1772 decided that enslaved people could
not be sent back to the colonies against their will.

It is highly likely that those Black people living in Wanstead and

Woodford arrived there through their employer’s links to slavery or
empire.

Redbridge and slavery
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Woodford
Benjamin Poplar - Nigro [negro] to Captain Brown, B.W
[buried in woollens - a legal requirement] April 9 1707

Essex Record Office
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Novo, Charles - a black at Mr Lackstons was baptised November 1 [1695]
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George Pompey - a black at Madam Bettons was baptised October 27 [1699]
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Woodford
William Windor - a Negro servant March 3 1766 [was baptised]
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