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Rt Hon Gordon Brown MP
Prime Minister

MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER

This year we commemorate the 200th
anniversary of the abolition of the slave
trade in the British Empire, a turning point
in the history of our nation.

The trade in human beings is one of the
most barbaric practices in human history.
The notion that one human being could
hold more value than another appalls us
now, yet 200 years ago it was widely
accepted. Slavery and the slave trade
have left some painful legacies. We are
still trying to come to terms with many
of those today.

This year people across the UK have visited
many of the thought-provoking exhibitions
in our museums, galleries and archives
marking the bicentenary of the abolition of
the slave trade. Through that process of
exploration and discovery we have seen a
more informed debate emerge around the
issue of slavery. It is a debate that has in
turn raised awareness of the continuing
problem of practices such as human
trafficking in the modem world.

That is the power of culture. Our museums
and galleries can play a role not just in
reflecting our past but also in shaping our
future. As places of reflection, contemplation
and education, they help us to make sense
of a complex world and our place in it.

As society changes and the world becomes
smaller; questions of identity and community
become ever more important.

That is why | am delighted to support the
International Slavery Museum at the very
beginning of what will be an extraordinary
journey, building on the successes of 2007
and moving the story of slavery from an
often avoided subplot into the mainstream
of our cultural and historical understanding.

Cacw Bawy

Rt Hon Gordon Brown MP
Prime Minister
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On a persona
| am extremely proud to be heading
this world-class museum that looks at

and professional note

historical and contemporary aspects

of slavery. We aim to make it not only

a valuable educational resource for the
local community and our visitors, but also
a tool of socia
misconceptions often held about slavery
and its legacy.

change in challenging

Phase One saw the opening of the
museum on 23 August 2007, with
galleries about life in West Africa,
enslavement, the middle passage and
legacy. This date commemorates an
uprising on the Caribbean island of

St Domingo in 1791 and is designated by
UNESCO as Slavery Remembrance Day,
a reminder that enslaved Africans were
the main agents of their own liberation.

Phase Two opens in 2010 in the adjacent
Dock Traffic Office. There will be exhibition,
community and learning spaces.

The Research Institute and Education
Centre will offer facilities for the public,
researchers, and visiting scholars, and will
promote an international and interdisciplinary
approach to examining the cultural and
social effects of the transatlantic slave trade,
slavery, and resistance on the societies
involved. It will facilitate the exchange

of knowledge and opinion-between
scholars in Europe, Africa, the Caribbean;
and North and South America. To this

end we are collaborating with a range

of international partners.

This brochure commemorates the opening
of the International Slavery Museum and
provides a flavour of the galleries and the
work that has gone alongside. | hope you
enjoy your visit,

Dr Richard Benjamin,
Head of the International Slavery Museum

port-au-
sculptors
and Fran
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"A charnel stench, effluvium of living death
Spreads outward from the hold,

Where the living and the dead, the horribly o_S:m.
Lie interlocked, lie foul with blood and excrement"

At least |2 million Africans were
enslaved over a period of 400
years before transatlantic slavery
was finally abolished.

Emancipation

Abolitionists hoped that the
ending of the slave trade would
end slavery itself. Instead,
conditions worsened for slaves,
provoking more revolts. Their
violent suppression led to a

renewed campaign against slavery. Worought iron leg irons used to
3 shackle enslaved Africans, |8th century.

Robert Hayden, Poet, 1962

Slavery in the British colonies was The Middle P assage L . .
finally brought to an end in 1838. embodied all "He took a limb of a tree that had two prongs,
m_..“zmmu .ﬂ_uﬂ.,a:m_,m received £20 3____.0_3 the brutality and and %%wq it so that it would cross the .oonr of
(£1 billion today) in compensation my neck, it was then fastened in front with an
from the British government for trauma mcm“.m_‘ma E\ iron belt; the stick was about six feet long."

: their loss of slave property. enslaved bﬁ.ﬁ.ﬁﬁ.«_m ,

Baquaqua, former u_.w<m. 1854
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oo ity _ ;
ildren in prison or other forms of detention are

"The one million ch
not They cannot make the same choices that | can about their
_ futures, and have even less control over the present.

Slavery is a question of rights; what we need rather than what we
want. The safety that all children need is not being provided to the
approximately |80 million children who are engaged in dangerous

forms of child labour. They are enslaved."

Che Ramsden, ‘Make the Link, Break the Chain’,
Guardian young reporter competition winner, 2007
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LOOKINGTOTHE FUTFURE

In 2010 the International Slavery
Museum Research Institute and
Education Centre will open in thel9th
century Dock Traffic Office adjacent to
the Merseyside Maritime Museum.

Connected to the legacy gallery by an
enclosed glass bridge, the Research
Institute and Education centre will
provide an expansion of the museum by offering opportunities
to focus on transatlantic slavery, comparative studies and public
programming that will explore wider aspects of slavery, both
geographically and historically. It will become, over time, one of
the world's leading research institutes in the field of human rights.

Working in partnership with communities, the education centre
will be a venue for a diverse programme of public events,
including performing arts, lectures and debates. The centre will
also include exhibition space within which contemporary slavery
issues will be explored.

"As Chairman of National Museums Liverpool and a donor to this
museum, | believe strongly that we must understand the history
and consequences of slavery which affect all of us today.

The International Slavery Museum and the Research Institute and
Education Centre which we are now developing to complement it,
will be a world centre of excellence and inspiration."

Loyd Grossman OBE FSA, Chairman,
National Museums Liverpool, 2007

"l was very impressed by the Transatlantic Slavery Gallery

in the Merseyside Maritime Museum during my visit to
Liverpool last year. | welcome the expansion of the gallery’s
important mission of increasing understanding of the scourge
of slavery. The International Slavery Museum will further
elevate the profile of this critical issue and raise awareness
of the significance of promoting democracy, freedom, and
human rights around the globe today."

Condoleezza Rice
Secretary of State, USA, 2007
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PROJECT CONTACTS
If you would like to find out more about the
International Slavery Museum please contact:

David Fleming, Director of National Museums Liverpool.
david.fleming@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk Tel: +44 |51 478 4201

Richard Benjamin, Head of International Slavery Museum.
richard.benjamin@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk Tel: +44 15| 478 4574

Amy de Joia, Executive Director of Development and Communications.

amy.dejoia@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk Tel: +44 151 478 4962

SUPPORTING US
If you would like to find out more about hew to support the
project contact:

Sian Cook, Director of Development
sian.cook@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk

Tel: +44 151 478 4335

Development Office, National Museums Liverpool,
Whitechapel, Liverpool LI 6HZ United Kingdom

For US donors you can donate through our American Friends
American friends of National Museums Liverpool, Inc. is a 501(c)(3)
organisation and all donations made to it are tax deductible to the
extent allowed by law. EIN (42-1712542). Cheques can be sent to
American Friends of National Museums Liverpool, Inc. c/fo Chapel
and York, PMB 293,601 Pennsylvania Avenue NV, Suite 900, South
Building, Washington DC, 20004

48

National Museurns Liverpool is an exempt charity, number XIN748 12

MNational Mu
Your

For more information go to .
www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/ism
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