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[pcklington School (www.pocklingtonschool.com) 
was founded by John Dolman during 

the reign of King Hennj Vllt. Set in 
rural Yorkshire it is a co-educational 
boarding and day school of-first" 

class educational excellence, 
and oPstring (Christian 

values.
For nearly 5oo years 
the School has 
educated ijoung 
people with a 
broad range op 
abilrhesar\d interests. 
Many have $one onto 
achieve national and 
international 
recognition in a 
diverse range oP 
professions. OF its 
form er pupils, none 

is more distinguished 
than William Wilberforce,



fbcklington School c 1850

'The Greatest Yorkshirernan'
was born In Hull on the 24& Aocgust
1759 the son op a wealthy merchant. He was a pupi! at
Pocklingfon School for five years, 1771-1776. His active mind,
agreeable nature and taientfor sinking made him popular.
A former classmate recalled that h£ 'greatly excelled all the
other boys in his compositions'.

Proceeding to St. John's College Cambridge, Wllberforcft 
went on to serve as Member of Parliament from 1780 until 
1825 where he was the trusted friend of Prime Minister 
William Pitt. He is best known for his forty six year battle 
to achieve boih the abolition of the slave irade (1207) 
and the end of slavery inra^houtlhe British Empire (1833). 
Driven by a deep and practical Christian faith he immersed 
himself in numerous areas of social and moral reform. These 
included improving the police, better accommodation for 
prisoners, free medical aid for ihe poor, education iordeaP 
children, restriction on ihe use of child labour, action against



gambling, establishment of the RSPCA
and the foundations of the Church Missionary
0 Society a nd the Bible Sod ety.

2007 is the bicentenary oFthe abolition oFt he slave trade. 
The school will in this year honour Wilberfbrce's myriad 
achievements by erecting a fall size bronze sculpture, 
in contrast wiih statues in Hull7 Cambridge and Westminster 
Abbey the Pocfelington statue is intended to be of WiiberForce 
the schoolboy, perhaps seated at a desk, looking out" on the 
\8$ century world In which he would play such a part* in the 
service of humanity.

Those who are acquainted with the school will be 
interested to know that the favoured location is the area 
in front of the Music School. Tfte small car park will be 
fully pedestrianised and the statue will take centre sta^e 
within a landscaped courtyard surrounded by attractive 
seating where visitors and pupils will be able to relax,

A portrait op Wilberforce painted when he was eleven 
the arj-istjohn Russell is likely to be the most important 
reference, This is held in The National Portrait Gallery and 
can be viewed online (www.npg.org.uk). The school also 
owns an oil painting oPthe young WilberPorce. by the 
artist Arthur Devis.



The cost of the statue will be met solely by private 
donations, while the school wil) undertake-the creation
of the courtyard environment- Those who are 
sympathetic towards 1his project can receive further ^ 
details including how to make a donation by contacting:

Andrew Dawes (Depuiy Headmaster)
Pockfin^bn School West Green PockTingiDn, Yorfeshins, YO42 2NJ.

Tel: Oi759 303I25 dawesa^pocklingtonschooj.com


