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‘The Big Conversation 2007’

To mark the bicentenary of the Act for the Abolition of
the Slave Trade in Britain, 11 to 14-year-old students from
across the country were invited to take part in ‘The Big
Conversation 2007’. This national competition, debate
ase has been organized by the Understanding
litiative and the Department for Children,
and Families.

Students were invited to develop journalistic projects, in A range of diverse and innovative competitiqn entries
the form of a newspaper article, audio interview or short were submitted from across England. Fol!owmg a regional
film, exploring the legacies of the transatlantic slave trade shortlisting process, the 11 strongest entries were judged
in the context of modern-day society. Each entry responded at the National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, by a panel
to one of the following questions: of leading figures from education, the arts and the media.
= how and why should Britons commemorate the Students’ entries explored a range of topical issues
transatlantic slave trade? linked to the legacies of the transatlantic slave trade
- S d in their local area. The judges commented on the high
i :%:VOSZ?”ngggs |?’3irtrtl1f;0dr;:l;f:lssef;:strg)t;y a;rd celebrate standard of all the entries and, in particular, were impressed
4 ftlage; by the way students responded to topical questions using
To assist with the competition and offer ongoing teaching a range of creative approaches.
support, two invaluable classroom resources were . : . :
developed: The Citizen Resource, developed for teachers: il m_uch_ denbere uny the_judges s
: e : three winning schools and six highly commended
and a corresponding Citizen Website for students — schools, all of whom are attending today’s debate
www.understandingslavery.com/citizen. Teachers and ard sho'wcase SRt 9
students were encouraged to use these resources to g

inform their entries, along with reference to museum
collections and other relevant research material.

Congratulations

* Judging panel

¢ Winners

* George Alagiah ¢ = Andrew Marvell Business
Award-winning broadcaster and journalist and Enterprise College, !

* Daniel Burton « Avl £
: esbury High School
BBC History Magazine History Teacher y y Hig

S8 e Year 2007 | Buckinghamshire _
Wesley Kerr * Plumstead Manor School, London
Freelance broadcaster and journalist

Mark Miller Highly commended

Curator You’th Programmes at Tate Britain ' Haggerston School, London
Horace Ové

L. b Heathside School, Surrey
e Csm(gtllllldeL)en_(l(--;-ln, film maker Kirk Hallam Community
mi !
Beadar s - Technology College, D¢
‘f‘%c . L?_(”“””-l and Access at the . * Priory Community Scl
National Portrait Gallery Temple Moor H
Tolworth Girls




selected from a range

inning entries were R
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of diverse and well researched s
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plumstead Manor School

Our Big Conversation

How can Britons learn from this history and
celebrate a modern society with a diverse heritage?

The judges’ comments: In the documentary, the students examine
: . the history of the slave trade in Britain and
This Is an ext(eme/;/ moving Sy its legacies, including the Apartheid
impressive PSS X movement in South Africa, the Civil Rights
All the facts are correct and the piece Movement in the USA and Britain, and

is well researched.” racism in their local area. They explore

A terrific achievement.” how commemoration should take place by
looking at the celebration of Black History
Month in their school and how London
celebrates cultural diversity.

A group of 13 Year 9 students submitted

a DVD entry in the form of a documentary.
This was researched and produced at their
after-school history club and included

a museum visit.
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“The Big Conversation 2007’

Programme for the event
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‘5*:00.pm Welcome and introductions

* Dr Kevin Fewster
Director, National Maritime Museum

Ruth Fisher
Learning Project Manage;, s
Understanding Slavery Initiative

Dame Jocelyn Barrow
Chair of the panel

Presentations by winning schools

= Andrew Marvell Business and
Enterprise College Hull

= Aylesbury High School Buckinghamshire
» Plumstead Manor School London

Questions and debate
Prize-giving
Reception and showcase

Close




Panel Members

2 Eo welcome the following panel
» Big Conversation 2007’ and thank
1pport.

-

Charlie Bell
winner of Schools

QuestionTime

= Keme N;

Sir Keith Ajegbo Reponerz::,m

Forrper head teacher and now Channel 4 Nevp; -
advisor to DCSF on diversity

George Alagiah
Journalist and broadcaster

Sonali Gudka
Presenter, Newsround




Understanding Slavery Initiative

Understanding Slavery is a five-year national education project,
which began in April 2003 with funding from the DCMS and

DCSF as part of the Strategic Commissioning National/Regional
Museum Partnerships Programme.

The project has been developed by the National Maritime
Museum with National Museums Liverpool, British Empire and
Commonwealth Museum, Bristol City Museums, Galleries and
Archives, and Hull Museums and Art Gallery.

Understanding Slavery seeks to encourage teachers, educators

and students to examine the transatlantic slave trade and its
legacies through museum collections.

The Citizen Resource and Website developed this year will
continue to be invaluable classroom resources.

www.understandingslavery.com

www.understandingslavery.com/citizen
understandingslavery@nmm.ac.uk

The DCSF and Understanding Slavery
would like to thank all participants 'and
contributors to ‘“The Big Conversation
2007’ for their continued support.
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