
TOWARDS UNDERSTANDING SLAVERY _ PAST AND PRESENT

It\ 200 years since the Aboliiion 0l the Slave Trade Act

was passed, nakinglhe trade illegalin lh€ llK and 0n

Merchant llaw ships. What d0 lve know about clasgow's

r0le in the slave trrde, ff its inpact on Scotland?

The earliest wr tten records docur.ent s avery's
existence in ancient llesopotaan a, and slavery
has been paar of most humzn culiures since.
Bul the tra nsatlantic slavelrade happened on
an unprecedented scale,lorc biy sh pp ng huge
numbers of people from Africa lothe Wesl lndies
and the Americas. This formed partofa trlangu;ar
trade. Goods like guns and a coholwere shipped
from Europe to West Airica and traded for s aves.
Slaves were transported to Nodh America olthe
Canbbe?n io wo* on sugar, tobacco and colton
plantations. Raw materia s were sh pped backto
Europe, processed and sold in turn. Condiuons on
slave shipswere horriiicand nrany died.

Profits fromthls trade he ped to estab sh Glasgow
as a major port Britain's Noith American colonies
had to ship their produce here fi6t to betaxed.
Unlike Bistoland Liverpool, Glasgow was not a

major centre ofthe slave trade. Butlhewealth of
the l&h-century tobacco lords and other Glasgow
merchanlswas ultimaiely based on slave labour n

the colonies- lgthrentury G asgow was stalrnchly
anti'slavery religious grou ps, emancipallon
socieUesand ordinary people campaigned against
it. ln 183 the Slavery Aboliuon Act was passed

and became law in 1834. From now on allslaves
in British colon eswereto be freed and savery
was abolished.

Why sh0uld we markthe abolition olthe Slave Trade

Act 1807?

With suppoir from the African and Afican
Scottish communiUes, we?e runn ng a range of
exhibitions and public progEmmes throughout
zff)l . Ihis Towads Understanding Slavery: Past

frst plece of Brt sh legislallon to recognize un versal
hunran ights, an impoftantfirsl siep on the path to
u nivelsal suffrage and hurnan ights n ihe twentieth

There has never been an officalapooS/ by Brtain
lor lts role in the tra nsatlantic slavetrade, allhoLgh
as we go to press, Prime Minrster Tony Bla r
had expressed his deep so(owforthis peiod of
history We musttry to undeGiand savery and its
relatonsh p to prejudices based on gender, class
and ethn city. WithoLt a better Lrnderstand ing of
the ideas used tojustit exploitation, segregation
and even genocide, we cannot challengethese
preludices and move towards a more lust society.

Events

Peo ple's Palac e & Winter Gadens

A Hidden Legacy the Glassford Family Partrait
exp ores the legacy of Glasgow's tobacco trade and
changlng attitudes to slavery. A programme of ta ks

and workshops explores Glasgow's tobacco trade
and links with slavery.

st ltlungo llrselm
Ayear ong programme of lectures, schools
evenls and exh biiions highlightsthe life ofAfrican
comm!nitres in G asgow We'lbe exploringthe
re Lgiousand social egacy of the transatlant c
slavetrade, ncluding racisrn and the way Afr can
collections have been displayed in museurns-
Members of the Afrjcan Scottish communlrywll
be re-interpret ng objects in the co eclions from a
coniempora ry Mewpoint and we hope to commission
an ariwork from an adist ol African descent.

GoilA

Starting frorn Scotland's (and in padidrLar

Glasgov/s) ties to lire save trade, Grahar. Fagen
exploresthemes ofemp re, slav€ry ownership,
power and wealth, and looks atthe connect ons
famous Scots like Robet Burns had to the
Caribbean.

ftlvingroye and olasgoa ifuseuns Resource Cenbe

are runningtalks and tours on G asgow\ African
colledions, exploringihe ro e indigenous Africar
groups payed in the slavetrade and its abolition,
and the legacy on Af can Americ?n socieU.

Slavery: Past and preselt educaiion Droganne see
p.35 for fudher information.

For more lnformation on any of these, please log on
to s'{uglasgofi nuseums.com

aims to lncrease
undeBtandingol
the hrman effects
of the lransatlaftic
s ave irade, as lvell
as to explore its
impact on Scotland's
nallonal heritage and
Glasgows history
This Act was also the


