
Manx Mariners: 
The Crews

Manxmen served on the Guinea ships 
in various roles from surgeon to tailor. 

These ships needed large crews 
to prepare for and take care of the slaves.

antic Slav

Crew agreement for the True Blue.

Muster roll of the Ceres.

The Ceres, a 340 ton slaving ship illustrated in Hugh Crow’s Memoirs. Elliott’s ship was 330 tons.

John Tear of Jurby made his will in
October 1769, being disposed to ‘try
my Fortune in Distant Climates’. He
was mate of the Rose, a Guineaman
which sailed from Liverpool in July
1771. Tear ‘perished’ on the coast 
of Guinea three months later, as
recorded at the beginning of an
inventory of his estate.

William Kissack died intestate (without
having made a will), when the

Expedition, Captain John Teare, was lost
on her voyage from the coast of Africa

to the West Indies in October 1758.

Before boarding a ship, the crew signed an agreement 
with the captain, who in turn guaranteed to pay them.

This 1768 agreement for the Liverpool slaving 
ship the True Blue was signed by William Kelley,
carpenter and Frederick Kneal, seaman – both made
their marks.

The Manxmen tended to keep together, moving from
one ship to another in a ‘gang’. They witnessed one
another’s wills and when one died another Manx
mariner would frequently report the circumstances 
to the Manx authorities.

Manx Crew on the Ceres 

The Ceres, Captain Adam Elliott, sailed from
Liverpool in April 1804 and returned in July 1805.
Of the 42 men recorded on the Muster Roll, six were
Manx:

Phillip Garrett (surgeon)

William Teare (mate)

John Kelly (carpenter)

William Corkhill (joiner)

John Killip (landsman: not ‘bred to the sea’)

Paul Bridson (tailor)

Only Garrett and Teare completed the full voyage.
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