“&“&; 7th of August, 1§23, nineteen individuals became escheats of
e Crown ; and in eleven days from that time, namely, on the 18th of
Aegust, 1823, they were all sold by public auction, with the exception
of two who effected their escape, and the net proceeds of their sale were

dinto the Treasury of Great Britain. The transaction, bad enough
a itself, will be in vo small degree aggravated, when we consider all
{he circumstances of it, and especially the cruel separation of families
which was sanctioned by the agents of the Crown. The following are
the particulars of this opprobrious sale, as they are given under the offi-
cil signature of “ Lionel Parke, Receiver General of his Majesty’s
(asunl Revenue.”

1. Quow, aged 55, father of Cesar, sold to Thomas Louis, for £45.

2. Ceesar, aged 27, son of Quow, to Samuel Henery, for £90.

3. Orange, aged 67, mother of October, to B. T. Young, for £5.

4. October, aged 44, son of Orangé, to C. Crouch, for £46.

5. Abel, aged 49, husband of Lubbah, and father of Thomas, Kitty,
a2d Becky, sold to Henry Tudor, for £32. 10s.

6. Lubbah, aged 40, wife of Abel, and mother of his children, sold
#50 to Henry Tudor, for £38. She appears to have been put up sepa-
ntely, and Mr. Tudor appears to have bid high in order to obtain her.
; 7k5'llhomas, aged 16, son of Abel and Lubbah, sold to H. Mozely,
o .

8. Kitty, 13, daugh 1 and Lubbah, to Joshua Levi,
g ])O;.Iged , daughter of Abel and

9. Becky, aged 6, daughter of Abel and Lubbah, to Mr.Alsup, for £25.

Again, Deborah, Sukey, Betsey,' Polly, and Thomas, are brothers
and sisters, Sukey has one child, Betsey three, and Polly one. They
are thus disposed o,

10. Deborah, aged 28, is sold to W. Straker, for £15.

re in one lot
1L Sukcy aged 26, mother of Jas. William are sold, in one lot,
P b { e » . , "’
12. James William, aged 1}, son of Sukey, 0 Tiomas Howe

13. Be for £51.
v Detsey, aged 34, mother of Caroline, ). - . lot
o B, ", 1 PO i el fnnche
lf. Caroline, aged 4, daughter of Betsey, . for £50.
lo. Grace, aged 21, daughter of Betsey, . o ‘
for ?'Slmlego'a"' aged 9, daughter of Betsey, is sold to William Austin,
e S

Notes

Slave sales did not just happen on the arrival of the slave ships in the West Indies. They
could also happen if an estate was sold or escheated. This could lead to the
heartbreaking situation of families being separated. Since slaves were not officially
permitted to marry, they were not recognised as husband and wife. Children of a good
working age could also be sold separately as they were worth a considerable amount of
money. As can be seen from this source, it was not uncommon for children as young as
six to be separated from their family. Once taken to a different plantation, it was unlikely
that they would have been able to maintain contact.

Think about:

The age of the slaves being sold, how the family members felt, why was this seen as
okay.
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The capture of Olaudah Equiano
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Notes

As already seen, cruelty towards slaves was commonplace. Indeed, from the mid-
seventeenth century, the harsh treatment of slaves was made official as each slave
region started to produce a 'slave code'. Although the codes differed from place to
place, they shared many characteristics. Slavery was made a permanent condition, and
it was hereditary (passed down via the mother); slaves were not allowed to enter into
any contracts or own any property; they could not leave their owner's property without
permission; they could not bring any legal action against whites; and they could not
marry. Any slave found guilty of breaking the slave code could be whipped, branded,
imprisoned or put to death. The treatment of slaves was so harsh that it has been
estimated that up to one-third of all slaves died as a result of over-work or the
punishments used to enforce the work regime.This speech was made by Philip Francis,
MP for Bletchingley, in the debate on a bill to abolish slavery in1791. Although there
was much popular support for the abolitionists, the Bill was still defeated.

Think about what happened to the young slave girl, the master who punished her and
the argument he used in his defence. What do you think?
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Punishment of a young slave

12

( 58 )

serely by the lofs of his placey and by being obliged to pay the
value of the Slave. He ftated another inftance of a girl, of
fourteen, who was dreadfully whipt for coming too late to her
work in the morning—fell down motionlels after it, and was
then drazged along the ground, by the legs, to an hofpital,
where fhe died. The murderer, though tried, was acquitted
by a jury of his peers, from the idea, that it was impoffible 2
Matfter fhould deftroy his own property. That this was a no-
torious fact, mentioned in the Jamaica Gazette, which had
even happencd, fince the quefhon of Abolition had been
ftarted.

The only argument ufed againft fuch cruelties, was, The
Matfter’s intereft in the Slave: but he urged the common
cruelty to horfes, in which their drivers equally have an intereft,
as a proof that this is no fecurity. He had never heard an in-
ftance of a Weft-India Matter that was punithed for putting

his Negro to death. The propagation of them was checked,

becaufe it was thought more profitable, and lefs troublefome,
to buy a full grown Negro, than torearachild. Mr. Francis
zepeated, that his interelt might have inclined him to the other

fide of the queftion; but he did not chufe to compromife be-

wween his Intereftand his Duty; for, if he abandoned his Duty,

he fhould not have been happy in this wotld, nor deferved ner
hoped to be happy in thenext.




Notes

In this extract, Equiano recounts how he and his sister were kidnapped when they were
children and marched off to the coast. He served with two families before being put on a
slave ship sailing to the West Indies. On his arrival, Equiano was bought by a Royal
Navy Captain called Pascal who renamed him Gustavus Vassa.

Think about what happened, how must Equiano have felt, why would it have been
frightening for Equiano and his sister.




The evidence of John Barnes, Governor of Senegal from 1763to 1766

Extract taken from Abridgement of the Minutes of Evidence taken before a
Committee considering the Slave Trade, 1789.




Notes

This account given by Alexander Campbell to the Select Committee of the Privy Council
on the Slave Trade paints a warm picture of slave life. Not only is their working life far
from harsh but they are well dressed and disposed to feasting. It will be of little surprise
therefore, to learn that Campbell was a plantation owner owning 14 estates and many

hundred slaves.

Think about whether Campbell is telling the truth, why would he not tell the truth, how
far does this meet your idea of what life was like on the plantation.
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Life on the plantations

l39l

e o ——

A gang of negroes confifts of tradefmen, boilers,
ﬁeld-negr_oes, &c. The crop is from January or
February, to June or July, according as the eftate is
flaved ; if underhanded they begin foon. Then fome
tradefmen work at their trades, others help to take
off the crop. In 180 or 200 negroes, there are com-
monly 5o cuttersand tiers, 20 or 25 carters and mule
boys, about the works and mill from 30 to0 40; about
the works from 135 to 20, watchmen, &c. about 13
Thefe, from 12 to 15 years old, weed canes,
children from 1o to 12 pick grafs. The reft are
fuperannuated, fick, or infants. ~ When crop is over,
in Grenaq:n, they have 2 or 3 days to clear and put in
order theirgardens. After that they all weed rat-
toons and plants till the middle of Auguft, when
many of t!xc ftrongeft (40, more or lefs) go to holing,
the reft ftill weeding. When the land is holed, and
the dung carted out by mules they, carry it to the

holes

6o ‘W. InD1ES,—N. AMERICA. CamMPeeLL.

1790.  Negroes are naturally fond of gay drefs, and tho’
RaZtglI. allowed fufficient working day gzaths, ’thcy buy
w—~ fine cloaths for Sundays. It is very common, in
Grenada and the Ceded Iflands, to fee field-negroes
in white dimity jackets and breeches, and fine Hol-
land fhirts; and the women in muflins, and 4 or g
India muflin Handkerchiefs on their heads, at 8§ or
. 1ofh. each. He has often {een flaves give feafts to
P. 146. 100 or 200 other flaves, with every rarity and wins,
which he could not have given for [ 6o fter. and
- they very often borrow their mafter’s plate and linen
~ to entertain their friends. Thefe feafts are very fre-
uent amongft the flaves. When large hogs are
killed by the plantation-negroes, they are commonly

fold to the reft, in fmall quantities.

Negroes with families, or fingle ones, who wifh for
houfes, are affifted by their mafters to build them.
They are commonly from 25 to 30 feet long, from
12 to 15 feet broad, the fides and tops covered with
wild cane, and thatched with cane-tops. They are war-
mer, drier, and efteemed healthier, than if boarded.
At one end there is a2 hog-pen outfide, and at the
other a hen-rooft.

Knows no where a greater proportion of able, ex-
perienced, medical men, than in the W. Indies. There
are about 40 in Grenada, where they are allowed
7th. 6d. cur. for cach flave, young and old, and
paid befides for fractures and operations, and 20fh-
cur. per head for inoculation. Sick flaves are im-
mediately fent into_the hofpital, where 2 nurfes al-
ways attend to nurfe and give them phyfick. The
Doétor, if not refident, always vifits them thrice a
week “ and oftener, if neceflary, and the owner of
manager, and chief nurfe, examine all the fick every
morning. The hofpitals are conveniently divided.

P. 147. There is one on every cffate, obliged by law to be
properly kept. Wine and every neceflary is gene-
rally found for the fick. Believes the plantation hof-
pitals, in Grenada, are gencrally as well attended as
thofe in England. If the lcaft fore appears on 3 ¢

: gr

ocd




Notes

From the early seventeenth century, Senegal was under the control of the French who used
it as a trading post and as a naval base. During the French Wars (1756-1763) the French
ceded their possession to the British who remained in control until 1779 when the French
regained its posts. It stayed in French hands until 1809 when the British re-occupied
Senegal. The British were there until 1817 when it was retaken by the French. Senegal
remained under French control until 1958 when it became an independent republic. During
the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries Senegal was one of the countries on the West
African coast exploited by the Europeans for slaves. Even Barnes admitted that it furnished
between 1000 and 1400 slaves each year.

Think about the reasons Barnes gives for the enslavement of Africans, his profession and
whether this makes him a reliable witness or not, does it tie in with what else you know
about slavery.




Map showing the location of the slave coast




Notes

Thomas Trotter was the surgeon on board the Brookes, the ship used to show how slaves
were stowed for the duration of the Middle Passage. In this extract, Trotter draws attention
not only to the terrible physical conditions suffered by the slaves but to the mental anguish
they suffered from their horrendous ordeal.

Think about what it must have been like on board the Brookes, do you think Trotteris
telling the truth, would he exaggerate.
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The view of a slave ship surgeon, Thomas Trotter

P, 84. _ Slaves in the paffage are fo c’rowacd below, that
it is impoffible to walk through them, without tread-
ing on them; thofe who are out of irons, are Jocke
fpoonways (in the technical phrafe) to one an_othcr_ :
it is the firlt mate’s duty to fee them ftowed 10 this
way every morning; thofe who Jo not get quickly
into their places, are compelled by the cat. In this
firvation, when the fhip had much motion, they were
often miferably bruifed. In the paffage, when .thC
feuttles muft be fhut, the gratings are not fufficient

for airing the rooms ; he neyer himfelf could breathe
atchway.

freely, unlels immediately under the hatch¥ ]
Never faw ventilators ufed in thefe thips; 3 w”;'ai.l
TROTTER. 37

AFRrRICA.

: en tried on the coaft, but he remembers 1790.
ga(::‘;v ?rc?if;n the paffage. Has feen the flaves draw-Pare I1.
ing their breath with all thofe laborious and anxious v~
efforts for life, which is obferved in expiring animals,
fubjeted by experiment to foul air, orin the ex-
haufted receiver of an air pump ; has alfo feen them,
when the tarpawlings have inadvertently been thrown
over the gratings, attempting to heave them up,
crying out, « Kickeraboo, kickeraboo,” i.e. « We
«are dying;” on removing the tarpawlings and

ratings, they would fly to the hatchway with all the

igns of terror, and dread of fuffocation ; many whom
he has feen in a dying ftate, have recovered, by be-p, 85,
ing brought thither, or on the deck; others were
irrecoverably loft, by fuffocation, having had no pre-
vious figns of indifpofition. ‘

Slaves, on being brought on board, fhew figns of
extreme diftrefs and defpair, from a feeling o% their
ficvation, and regret at being torn from friends and
connections ; many retain thofe imprefiions for a
long time ; in proof of which, the flaves being often
heard in the night, making an howling melanchioly
noife, exprefiive of extreme anguifh ; he repeatedly
ordered the woman, who had been his interpreter, to
inquire the caufe; fhe difcovered it to be owing to
their having dreamed they were in their own coun-
try, and finding themfelves when awake, in the hold
of aflave thip. This exquifice fenfibility was parti-
cularly obfervable among the women, many of whom
on fuch occaflions, he found in hyfteric fies. }

They failed after dark in the night, when the flaves P, 86.
were fecured below, to prevent their thewing fions
of ?ifcomcnt at leaving the coaft; he thinks :ghis %he
: ;: %’;:) oll)ccsC::;fsc tl::::yl :h;_tl‘?t ghathlcf't‘ the road while
‘h‘;'rc“ ot gCncral’. in the night; has heard

hinks they boueh
IOHA about 50 iyn thl;gv;yuapgvsrds I v e
' _As to infurre&ions among the flaves; a number
of the &rongeft men - their thip had one night
fawed
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Notes

This map, showing the west coast of Africa, was published in 1736. It shows quite clearly
how this part of Africa was seen as a place to be exploited for its grain, its gold and its

people.

Think about what it tells us about European attitudes to Africa in the 18t century.




The Brookes
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Notes

This inffamous image shows the slave ship Brookes which had been built in Liverpool in
1781. Between 1781 and 1804 it operated as a slave ship, sailing from the Gold Coast
to the West Indies. It could accommodate over 450 slaves. The plan, showing how
slaves could be stowed aboard, was produced by the Society for the Abolition of the
Slave Trade to demonstrate the inhuman conditions in which slaves were kept on the
Middle Passage. Copies of the illustration were distributed and it has become one of the
iconic images relating to the slave trade. Accompanying the image was a description
explaining how the Committee allocated space to each slave based on the provisions of
Dolben's Act. It is worth noting that although using the Committee's calculations itis
possible to fit 454 slaves on board the ship, on one journey the Brookes carried over
600 slaves.

Think about how the image compares to what it actually feels like.




